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TRADING MINORITIES IN BALKANS LEADS
MANY OUTRAGES AGAINST YOUNG AND OLD

o« —PFPhoto From Junius B. Wood.
Top: Six families of “woluntary’ emigrants from Boutim, near Drama, and all their belongings they were
permitted to carry into Bulgaria.
Bottom: Centenarian emigrant from Dichobanki and a vetéran of 80 ye ars forced out of Greece for which
country they fought in two wars. '




Murder Serves As Means Of
Hurrying Exoxdus Of
Macedonians
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SYILENGRAD, Bulgaria, Aug. 15—
“T've killed -a—tittle Belgarian dog,
ealmly remarked a Greek gunman wno
had just shot a 12-year old girl

The murder wes committed In. the
village of Evrinkokoy on March 8§, a
Sunday mnd a day on which the ortho-
dox Catholle peasant does not work and
the viilages are given over to worship
end simple amusements. Radka Kur-
tuva had coaxed a coin from her par-
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ents and, happy in her Sunday finery,
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of “sweets. L3
':':,“*mvh rothe ‘whers

other children were playing the shot
was fired and she fell. Sha died sl-
most instantly. )

Women ran to pick up the chill.
Men of the villnge wére as quick to
seize a young stranger who stood un-
congerned a few feet away, the smox-
ing pistol still in his hand. He sald his
nams was Yeni Kabaridl. He made

| mo effort to run away, Greek soldlers
Who were nearby, came up and toik
possssion of the murderer to protest
him from the outraged villagers.

*“I've killed a little Bulgarian dog.”
he calmly explained to the soldlers
That was sulficlent. The scidiers es-
corted him away. The stricken par-|
ents carried the dead chiid to their
home.

The Murderer Allowed To Depart

That night, the ¥illagers report, the
Greek commander went to the house
and, despite the supplications of i(he
parents wno wanted a Lhristlan burial
service for their child took the body
by force and: hurlad it in the. dark.

| communities have been broken up and
many a family leaves members who
haye die! frum hardships or been im-
prisoned.

Until they became helpiess victims
of the treaties which the great powers
dictated, they wers peaceful, prosper-
ous. God-fearing peasants. Now the
men are disteaught and hopeless, chu-
dren are sick or dying from lack of
food and the womnen are prematurely
aged and broken. In jolting freight
chrs, undér, trees along the road or
under tents, mothers give birth to chi-
dren that they cannot nurse, Starva-
tion and. terror have dried their
breasts.

Rarely. in the stress and devastation
of war |s seen stich misery as passes
through Svilengrad every day, in the
dust or mud of summer and the snow |
and frost of winter. When the Greexs
were deported from Asla Minor a
sympathetic world responded to the ap-
peals for assistance. Christianity was
appalled.

lull;ilem blﬂ'lum The Cause
emigration of foday 1is wmot
fmed by war's campalgns. It ls.a
heartless campalgn of peace, meraly
sowing the seeds of future wars in the
Balkans., 1t s on in the name of

l%r{:ihnlty—-—mikton ‘being llrga!; u

itical division in thig part of the
's'nrii!. ‘Though .victime and pefsecu-
tors are of the.same orthodox Catholle
church, there Is a rivalry of patriarchs.
M is a campalgn of spollatlon. The
vietims are weak and Greece wants
thelr lands ana s strong enough to
take them. The ¢migration Is not oniy
under the ‘ausplces -of -the Lugue of
Nations but, Mcnrllns to the league's
report, s speeded up by that organiza-
tlan. ‘It ‘hae colopizatien projects In
Greece and demands more lands for the
purpose—regardless of the Inhumanity
by which they are obtalned.

Exeept by a few French newspapers
which recently voiced  their horror;
little has been sald of the ‘deportations.
from Greece, The American ami
Britlsh mllef organizations working
Greece have their ﬁmu Tl and vrhat
ther have accomplished miakes 2

The Greek g

The above Is a nrnapsh of Ripoﬂ
No. 3737-4 to the mixed commission of
the League of Natlons, The commission
has many other simfiar In character.

The treaty of Neulily, of 1919, pro-
~ldes for the exchange of minorities be-
tween Greece and Bulgaria, ‘the Ge-
neva_proteol of 1924 gpecifying the ex-
change shall ‘be voluntary, The treaty
of Lausanpe, of 1923, provides for com-
pulsory emigration betwgen Greece and
Turkey. Any cltizen of those countries
who 8 not of the same racial stock or
of the same réliglon as {he dominant
element In the country, is classed as
part of a minority. Familles of those
minorities In. Macedonia or western
Thrdte which new are ‘Greek territory

2 h their ‘a tors have lived
there for centurles, are being driven
into Bulgaria

because they use the
SBhvic language fn their
schools and homes and because they
recognize the Mulgarian Instead of the
Greek patriarch as the head of thelr
church,
By No Mnnl A Fair Exchange -
The arithmetlc of the exchange of
‘minorities between Greece and Bulgarin
shows at a glance that there is o ex~
change. Less than 15,000 Greeks, most-
' ly shopkeepers, have left Bulgaria for
Greece and about 200,000 Macedoniaus
and Thracians, mostly fxmyﬂ. hava
| .mtm'aleq from Greece to Bulgaria.
The figures for 11, months endéd Nov.
| 30, 1924, show that 5,038 Greeks left
| Bulgaria, while 20,351 Macedonians and
:i:::m. Thracians eptered Bulgaria, from

Faw Gnekl ‘want. to leave. B'u]lu‘lu-
‘and they are not compelled to do so.
. At present ﬂ;m are In that country
| and have elected to remain. ‘.l'hn[lﬁea-,
| donfans and mrpckmdo not want to
leave their’' homes in Grsm. but are
forced to do so.

The difference In the figures of the
so-called exchange Is accounted for by
m& 18 called "volunul'x" emi on.
'faa murder of eh.lldmn, ‘the o

men, the Imprl

lhl forcible removal of entire villages
| to desolate Greck isla ndt. slow starva-
tlon and unending pamcpslcm are In-
centives to this emigration,
does, like the gunman who kil .llt‘dc
m,-,ul;t Kurtuva, do the worl.

murderers are not discovered, the au-
thorities have nhhltofmmgt
villagers of responsibility and using
the crime ms a pretext for qxpauim;
lmndmdc of familles from Mr

%m of Pitiful \ﬂpﬂmo
& lttle 1

“of fathers,

churches, | westel

‘fm

er story than the recital f
what they canmpt: prevent..

The deportations now golng on in the
Balkans afe the darkest !h-in on elvill-
zatlon today.

Twelve box cars—a m in th.iu pm
of the world Is about half the sfze of an
American ear—contafhing 408 emligrant
refugees arrived at this frontler munn
from Greeee the evening before T came.
Some days only & few hundred refugecs
find their way here. Other. days bring
2,000 or. 8,000. Vl.rtuan!‘ all are in’ the
same condition of physical ‘and mental
‘misery and pruc!!&alty destitute.

Usually the last of any ecash they may
have saved from their wrecked and da-
spolled homes has been' used to pay
thelr raflroad fare from. D;dnnueh ‘n
Greece to the Bulgarian border. One
of the Injustices inflicted on these un-
furtu,uptu people ‘of Macedonia and
rn Thrace is that after they have
been driven from their homes and
forced to leave - thelr s he~
hind, they must pay. between ua and
$40 for a dimlnutive car to mthla
‘the last 90 miles from Greece to Bul-
garia, But that s not all. A'
of §$15 to the railroad efficinls )u'qq-
‘tomary in order to get a car. It the
refugees cannot pay. they can live

the fields around Dedeagatsch and f
starvation until others of thieir ﬂuﬁr
cmtwmon with resources take: tlﬁmn

g llcrlﬂu crm A!ld All-

A family that has a car for itself nnd

-n.- possesslon Is a rarity. Last night's

train, averaged 24 persons, or’ between

g:e a,u.d slx families, to eacl of the
y cars. In addition to the human De-

-tua-—aum hungry and many

Il from the hardshi

centurles lrn—tnlml by ‘the Greek m- J
ernment, This is a fayorable season
for driving mwkmhu and Thraclans
froml thelr homes — they leave the
;:?-ﬂm‘ crops planted -earller in tl!.o
If he can, the emigrant may sell n's’
movable property and lve stock before
!lexvm t:)t ‘is known that he }.a;m.
ng | leave within a raw ]
or weeks, hé seldom finds a b ;'Et
is easler to walt and get the
notmt murur lnﬂ:mnt Is

':l;tuan

; man, slow!

4 nﬂﬂ“

from Asla Minor, of of natlve Greeks
who desglre better property, I8 Insiallea
by the local Greek .authorities in 2ach
af the Macedonlan homes, In o villags,
The owners of the homes are restricted
to one room In thelr house.

The Greek commandant of the village
suggests to the head of the family that
he go to Balonikl and get permlssion
from the mixed commission of  the
League of Natlons to leave Greece.
They are ordered not to leave their
single room after dusk and other re-
strictions and perucudnm of varying
intensity begin. The peasant and his
family can work In the fields in Lhe
daytime—a Greek will ultimately har-
vest the erop.. When life becomes suf-
ficlently unbearable for him, and usual-
Iy a reyolting misery for his wife and
children, he goes to Saloniki at his own
expense and a permit is quickly granted
for his departure from Greece. It specl-
fles a date When he must be out of
the jcountry. . 'When he returna:to his
home with the permit, the authorities
| move the family, with Mhen- who are
leaving, outside of the V!

Thelr requests to be permitted to get
their live stock and to load thelr carts
with their possessions meet with ex-
‘planations from the authoritfes that
there Is no hurry, that there is no room
for them ou the outskirts of th vil-
imge and that they are better off on
the farm, Fimally comes the moving
day and a last request to pget thelr
property ls met by the firm reply that
e Greek family is already seitled on
the farm.and that to relurn would
cause trouble, ' They are marched away
from thelr own collmrynldn with what
little they can es.n'r

‘Macedonla has an abundance nf fer-
tite Jand that is neither cultivated nor

! ing b the vil-
hgen There ts room for all the Greel
refugees. Hawever It {5 easler to drive
the 3 lans. from b that are
furnished -and from farms that are cul-
tivated mnd supplied with tools and ani-
mals than to bulld new houses and
plow new figlds.

Many Orphans Forced to Lulu

Three children—a -boy of 5 years and
two girls of 13 and 9—stood near &
little, bundle,” the last remnants of a
home and family, the gay 1 arrived at
Svilengrad. Their mother had given
up. the fight and died in a crowded hox
car. The lttle girl of 13 was the new
mother of the family. Their father was
In prizon in Savalla—five months with-
m‘n a trf

Orphans are not uncommon aAmong
the ‘refugees. The record ‘shows that
6,328 hava besn sent across the border
Into Bulgaria. The fathers of many
were killed fighting in the Greek army.

On Jan. 23 two itinerant Greek nier-
chants were murdered- 14 miles from
Boutlm, the village of the three chil-
dren mentioned abave, Next morning,
according ‘ta the Macedonlan survivors,
the villagers of Boutim, Livadichta and
Tzarnovo—within 15 minutes walk of
one another—were surrourided by Greek
soldlers. The men in the villages were
bound .and beaten, women and ght
were outraged by soldiers, the houses
were pillaged and some of them burned.
After this experierice the villagers were

¢ receptive to suggestlons of the
au?k authorities that they :mitmte
vountarily. .

The. villagers Insist that they knew
nothing of the murders until told by
Greek soldiers.  They say the deed was
a pretext to get' possession of their
propérty. All that they hed been mbie
to bring. from. their village was piled

nder a couple of straw mats beside
&w rajlroad tracks at Svilengrad. Lit-
1tle children who all their lives, until
lho ‘curse of Neullly fell upon them, had
Jived. In quiet, peaceful country homes,
I'had haunted looks. The women dropped
‘thelr heads or silently wept. The men
wera g ‘rlm .and hopeless,

~alone- in:the sunshine near a
{le' of shousehold odds and ends,
“statlon wiiere refugees from
88 Info Bulgaria, was an old

nodding his head. He had
d,ﬁven fmnl his home in Mace-
any. ehl!dr-n? No, they
then ‘the nily had been de-

Crete. How old was heT
or [ More .than 100 years. Where had he
been bm! In'Greece. He had lived in
the game, village for a century. Where
had his father been born? In the same
village, on the same farm. And his
mwm? The ‘same place, all—
forefathers, wife, sons—wera burled In
the cemetery of the .village which the
ﬂrtm had forced him to leave.

The. familles from Macedodiia and
western Thrace that are being perse-
*cuqnl 1 ngnn\ny whmnm:r emlgrate
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They have been
!nmr are being
e wants_their
‘The flction
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manded that he be De o re-
wrn home. He was 110, & g to
the other men from his village,
the other centenarian he was witl
a family In the little wvillage where
{he and hiz family had llved and died
I—-ai[ except him—he had a home and
the other vRlagers attended to his
{slender needs. Here they have not
| enough for themselves.
: Near another pile of rubbish on the
| plainm was a woman so0 bhent and crip-

|

l

| 760,000

pled by age that she could not stand.

Then c¢ame a spry youngster of 80
years. He said he had fought for
Greece In two wars and thought that

he deserved better treatment than hav-
ing his property takem from him and
being expelled {rom the country

At the other extreme
dren. It Is an unusual

were the chil-
family in this

part of the world that does not have
at least three. Like the very old
folks, they did not know why they

have Jost thelr homes. It Is not strange.
Even the adults do not know. The
ways of diplomacy and of stalemen
who think they can make or destroy
nations by drawing lines on maps are
beyond, the simple peasant.

The refugees from Greece have been
put over the borders into Bulgaria and
Turkey. Turkey the Jand the
Moslem and has abundant room for the

™ #
is Qi

7§2.000 Turks who have been returned
within its borders. The lands and
property of the Greeks expelled from
Asla Mlinor will care for many thou-
gands and the government has ex-
pended $8,000,000 more. The ahan-

doned property will be appralsed in
both Oreece and Turkey and the refu-
gees may be indemnified.

Bulgarla Sympathetic But Poor

Bulgaria not happlly situated, for
small and thickly populated and
refugees have entered since
1902. The Macedonlan, though he still
struggles for independenee, Is akin to
the Bulgar and Bulgaria offers him a

is

it
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1 VE Butl Bulga - s K = i

)t ist Lhat ot irie A N
compatriots with Justice FThe
gees are unlocaded ;
cannot stop the flood, even If she wers
unwilling to give shelter to the unfor
tunates. Thousands ar t of Bulgar
stock—Russians, 30,008; Jewny -
Armenlans 12,000; several thousand

Turks and 200,000 Macedonlans and
Thracians

There I8 no prospect that these w big
indemnified for what they have lost
Nearly every city and village in Bul-
garia has Its refugee quarters They
are Bulgarians, Russlans, Armenlans,

Jews., outnumbering all
‘hose have driven fre
Greek portions of Macedonla and
ern Thrace. They are cared for as best

little country can Intry strug-

gling under the burdens of !i;.-1 peace

but
who

these are
n the

west-

bean

the —a ©0}

~

Itreat’.s-~ and mee'ing ita obligations
from the 46,000 Macedonians In the
United States and from those In other
countries have helped gEreatlh n the

tagk. The refugees are glven land, wors
v hen is available and the small as-
sistance which the country can afford

Start Anew With Good Courare

e itie d A o ket Sl floor aad a fretful
: : ; i ery uges roup Iin 1w0lding a sick bhaby
every town and village is the sam group at the Macedonlan
Slowly they recover from the shock of S e V1 Py \\."‘I:“”
_i'_wii‘f-*. destroved and star: again to ‘ Ere o W - = Iv.\ :
and bulld anew, It is a long, hard strug- la lttle thin man his hollaw -_’1.“.|.\-
| gle Many do not survive it and ' lacarred fro suffer a ‘i‘i ':]u‘..- \4.:1:
| more do not succeed, eves flashing with = :’ ki« .ll‘a.-'“‘-w-'-ﬁ-l
i Around Stanimaka, a thriving town In [ the Ma 1 nlay hool téacher 1 ‘J;- rno
.”"' center of the 'obaceo district, sev- | Brode, ar lisse ment ,‘(l Neres
!m'.i.' thousand refugees have been lo- See our suffs n-Ln ] .
|eated. Those who have been there sev- | have done nothing to de
teral months have been assistad in build- | dwelt peacefulls I-‘:. r’a".
: ing houses, Those who have just ar- on our farms ?_:"-r!‘ r!mlr.-'-
rived are housed [n school i ‘ the

{abandoned houses or

wherever

shelter. One m .
. el " . ] 1
warehouse which ! 3 t1 hor f I
th om 3
rinea Ar N p—— i
st ings or perhaps pleces of ol t he hef Us
ing il LOe Ssi¢ parate geCtions ¥ 1rer wWer b
W
floor ] .
T da oroug! 1 I hall ed Lhe
| In a little schoolhouse wer 8 fam-|m f onr




