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Infroduction to This Issue of the AMHRC Review
By George Viahov

The “Our Name is Macedonia
Campaign” Continues but there
are also otherIssues

The AMHRC and MHRMI have
extended the billboard aspect of
the campaign advocating an end
to the name “negotiations” with
Greece, to the towns of Tetovo and
Bitola in Macedonia. In an impor-
tant and very challenging article
that appeared in the last issue of
the AMHRC Review, written by
MHRMI International Coordinator,
Slavko Mangovski, it was meta-
phorically asserted by him that
Macedonia is at  ‘“war” - thus
emphasising the propaganda
siege under which Macedonia
finds itself. A siege led by external
forces (primarily, but by no means
only, Greece and Bulgaria) with the
racist aim of destroying Macedo-
nian identity. This metaphorical
reference to “war” , was notably
soon echoed by numerous others
in the Diaspora — which, combined
with the massive Diaspora support
that AMHRC/MHRMI have re-
ceived for the  “our name is Ma-
cedonia” campaign, indicates a
high degree of unity of viewpoint
(in regard to this issue) among Ma-
cedonians residing outside the
borders of Macedonia.

Unfortunately, the same cannot be
said about the Macedonians in
Macedonia — indeed, if one could
make a similar assertion about
them, then it is unlikely that our
campaign would have been
deemed a relevant or useful ven-
ture. Macedonian society is obvi-
ously not entirely at ease with itself
and the ongoing corruption issues,
also touched upon in Slavko
Mangovski' s article, are a factor
contributing to the malaise. In
spite of the fact that polls indicate a
majority of Macedonians implicitly
reject the name talks — the num-
bers that don’ t fall into the rejec-

tion camp are still substantial.
Some in the latter camp have sold
their hearts and minds to racist
foreign interests. Though there are
others in this latter camp that feel
impotent and who argue that a

“deal” with the name needs to
be done in order for the country to
be saved from itself, by external
institutions like NATO and the EU.
However, no amount of outside

“aid”  (in practice such “aid”
often manifests itself as a new form
of exploitation) is going to save a
society at war with itself — ulti-
mately, the society in question,
needs to do this for itself.

There is the obvious point which
has been made on numerous oc-
casions that Macedonia is a small
country surrounded by much lar-
ger states that have little respect
for Macedonia. However, the abil-
ity of these neighbourhood bullies
to tamper with the internal life of
Macedonia would be considerably
reduced, if rather more serious
efforts were made to improve the
functioning of Macedonian politi-
cal, legal and economic structures
and thereby, eventually delivering
a trust in the social realm that leads
to a higher level of internal unity.
People in the Diaspora often ex-
press the view that it will be
enough for a high proportion of
Macedonians to somehow patri-
otically assemble/unite and agree
that they will unreservedly protect
Macedonia’ s integrity and then
in general, things will be fine. But
how can they reach such a general
consensus, if they possess a deep
level of distrust in their social struc-
tures; a distrust of the public realm
full stop? It is too simplistic to view
the issues of Macedonian identity
and sovereignty in a vacuum; in
isolation from all the other social
factors at play in Macedonian soci-
ety. Macedonians are members of
a society that reproduces its exis-

tence through, among other
things, a modernistic bureaucratic
state, judiciary and industrial capi-
talist economic structures. Yet
there are serious problems with
the functioning of these institu-
tions and this breeds suspicion,
distrust and outright disrespect
throughout all areas of social/
collective concern.

Therefore the argument is that
Macedonians in Macedonia need
to strive toward strengthening the
reforms in connection with the
legitimate functioning of legal, po-
litical and economic institutions.
Easier said than done - the prob-
lems with endemic corruption etc.
are, in the opinion of this writer,
derived from a deep distrust in and
lack of respect for, the public realm.
Isthisanimresolvable “catch 22" ?
(—the notion that the major social
institutions are seriously flawed
because of a general 'malaise’
in the culture and the  ‘malaise’
inthe culture is perpetuated by the
debased social structures, etc). Not
quite, though a deep distrust of
the social realm beyond the imme-
diate family, has been a feature of
Macedonian culture for genera-
tions — a feature that received
plenty of 'nourishment’ during
the extremely dictatorial and
nepotistically corrupt decades of
Communist rule. However it would
be inaccurate to say that civic con-
cern is unknown in Macedonia; in
fact Macedonians regularly make
sarcastic jokes about the nature of

“"business” in Macedonia and
this, if nothing else, at least indi-
cates an acute awareness of the
problem.

We do not expect this problem
which is plaguing most of what
used to be the Eastern Blog, to be
solved overnight (one might note
here with irony that the malaise of

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

economic corruption and social
distrust, is at the moment, proba-
bly worse in some EU countries
that were never part of the Com-
munist world — especially Greece -
which illustrates the point that the
EU is not going to be a remedy for
a society that lacks trust in itself).
Fundamental social change has
been historically demonstrated to
generally be a lengthy process,
spanning across generations and
here we are indeed claiming that a
major cultural ‘sea-change’ is
necessary; a re-organisation of
cognition patterns. However, the
first steps need to be taken and we
call upon both ordinary citizens
and authorities in Macedonia, to
do more than just resist any further
political capitulations to racist for-
eign pressure. We also call upon
them to begin working more ar-
dently on preparing the upcoming
generation of Macedonians for the
challenge of creating a higher level
of trust in their society’ s major
social structures, or in other words,
more trust in themselves. One way
of beginning a process that leads
in the long term, to a substantial
cultural transformation, would be
via a concentrated effort involving
educational programs designed to
equip the younger generations to
improve ethical standards in prac-
tice not just theory. The task is to
create a citizenry that knows its
rights and responsibilities and
takes them seriously, so that it can
improve upon its social inheri-
tance.

This is a general observation made
by an outsider —just how such pro-
grams are to be designed and im-
plemented, is for those on the in-
side to work out: for they possess
the intimate knowledge required
to make such programs practically
workable. One cannot assume for
example that because something
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works in Australia, it can be simply
and straightforwardly transplanted
to Macedonia —the cultural peculi-
arities of ‘the local' need to
taken into account. Of course, out-
side technical assistance can be
very useful, but it would need to be
utilised in close collaboration with
reliable locals.

To sum up, it is not enough to just
focus on the internal politics of
Macedonian identity and sover-
eignty (the disgraceful Interim Ac-
cord etc) and attribute all failings
to a lack of care or understanding
of these matters. The  “7ets quickly
eliminate the traitors and all will be
fine” attitude is not in the long
term, going to resolve the prob-
lems facing the Macedonian state
and the challenges to the survival
of Macedonian identity. A society
that has little trust in its social realm
will always produce a flawed lead-
ership. By all means, effective pres-
sure against those who would per-
mit further deterioration, needs to
be maintained (which is precisely
one of the reasons why we
launched the name campaign) —
however, if one takes a ‘bird’ s
eye view , it becomes apparent
that the problem of loyalty to
'Macedonianess’  in Macedonia
is connected to the whole of soci-
ety and the functioning of all of its
major social structures: the repro-
duction of its existence. If one fo-
cuses on the politics of the identity
issue alone (and I am not for a mo-
ment suggesting that this issue be
in any way neglected), then one is
ignoring serious problems inextri-
cably linked to it. Moreover one
would be grossly underestimating
the breadth/depth of Mace-
donia’ s problems and also over-
estimating the rapidity with which
they could be properly dealt with.

Lastly, and this point might appear
to some as very jejune, but at
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times, the behaviour of certain sec-
tions of the Macedonian Diaspora
suggests that it needs to be made
explicit: nor should those external
forces threatening/attempting to
undermine Macedonia, be ne-
glected. At every possible juncture,
there is an obligation in the Dias-
pora to resist/combat the lies/
racism of those seeking to change
the name of the Macedonian state
and wipe out Macedonian identity
in general — for, among other
points that could here be made, it
is very unlikely that any Macedoni-
ans in Macedonia, would for ex-
ample be considering a name
change, if it wasn' t for the exer-
tions of Macedonia’ s neighbour-
hood bullies. Any easing of the
external pressure applied to Mace-
donia, derived from successful ef-
forts at combating Greek and Bul-
garian state racism in the Diaspora,
aids the survival and progress of
Macedonian society. Such efforts
weaken/demoralise the
neighbourhood bullies; lead to an
increase of social forces located
outside Macedonia that are sym-
pathetic to the Macedonian cause
and improve morale within Mace-
donia.

Back to the Our Name is Mace-
donia Campaign

Some people in Macedonia have
complained that in their opinion, it
is not appropriate for Macedoni-
ans who do not reside in Mace-
donia, like those in the AMHRC
and MHRM], to voice their objec-
tions to the continuing name
“negotiations”  with  Greece.
Firstly, our concern is not only the
hideous fact of the name negotia-
tions alone; it is that certain sec-
tions of Macedonian society are
beginning to view them as a
“normal” part of life. Of course
they are not! By their existence
(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)

they denote a fundamental breach
of a people’ s right to maintain
control over a domain that is no-
body else’ s business — the right
to name oneself.

We felt that it was necessary to
begin to positively encourage

people to challenge the
“normalness” of the
“negotiations” and leave what

has for many of them, become a

‘comfort zone' . A ‘comfort
zone' , in which one acts as if
something that is obviously unac-
ceptable, is somehow permissible.

"Strangers’ to a society (in this
case, non-residents who are both
inside and outside at the same
time — physically outside but with a
strong cultural connection to the
inside), precisely because of their
distance from it can sometimes
make objective observations that
those within might tend to have a
blindness for; although we should
not exaggerate this point — most
anthropologists, with the experi-
ence of fieldwork within, argue that
to obtain an intricate understand-
ing of a society’ s culture, one
needs to reside within it.

Thus, in a sense, we are contribut-
ing to a process of serious cross
cultural communication. And while
we do not reside in Macedonia this
does not preclude us from offering
advice and from pointing out per-
tinent facts that encourage Mace-
donians to become pro-active citi-
zens — especially as we have been
delivering our message in close
cooperation with competent and
respected citizens based in Mace-
donia.

Secondly, decisions in Macedonia,
made on this level, will indeed have
an impact upon those of us not
residing there, as the issue at stake
is our identity. We non-residents of
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Macedonia will be affected and
indeed already areaffected, by the
very existence of the
“negotiations” .

Thirdly, many Macedonians in the
Diaspora have relatives in Mace-
donia and are sincerely concerned
about their welfare, their dignity
and the protection of their rights in
general.

Fourthly, is the very pertinent fact
that was relayed to the public in
Macedonia, via a conference or-
ganised by AMHRC/MHRMI in
Skopje, that the Macedonian Dias-
pora is a critical contributor to the
Macedonian economy (the figures
can be debated, but the general
point can nod. Thus there is a di-
rect financial connection between
Macedonia and the Diaspora
which cannot be easily dismissed
or ignored by those in Macedonia
who are opposed to the message,
simply because it has been deliv-
ered from the Diaspora.

Finally, on an aspect perhaps not
directly related, but still very rele-
vant (considering the Anthropo-
logical point made earlier) - we feel
that our message is not framed in
a manner that talks down to peo-
ple, or that is in some way abusive.
We are not ‘giving orders’ . It is
simply about firmly and yet, posi-
tively encouraging people to stand
up for what is right. Some people
will always take offence, no matter
how a message is delivered. This
cannot be helped. However, in
general, the feedback we have re-
ceived from Macedonia so far is
that we were correct to have deliv-
ered the message in this positive
manner. This concurs with our ex-
perience, derived from many of
the other human rights activities
we have undertaken over the
years.

Attimes, the phrase  “the medium

Is the message” has been very
popular in journalistic and aca-
demic circles and though we will
certainly not claim universal appli-
cability for such a dictum (we are
not here to try to make cheap phi-
losophy of the kind often seen in
the mainstream media), it has in
our experience, very often been
true. In other words it is important
that our message was framed in a
respectful manner, for if it wasn’ t,
it is likely to have been thoroughly
ignored — in spite of all of its sub-
stantial/legitimate attributes. One
may view the matter as involving
two points to do with the

‘medium” in this instance. On
the one hand there is the problem
of the well known phenomenon of
domestic populations rejecting as
illegitimate interference, the advice
of Diaspora communities. On
other hand, we can say that the
positive tone of the message, thus
far seems to be making an impact,
precisely because of its positive
framing and in spite of the prob-
lem that the original source of the
message is located outside the
borders of Macedonia.

Also inside this issue of the
AMHRC Review

There are some letters: three, by
Angelkov, Popov and Vitkov, are in
reference to what might be re-
ferred to as  “nutty professors” ;
there is a positive response from
the Mayor of Melboume and Ba-
busku advises nurses to focus on
nursing and not politics. Language
and etymological matters are
themes running through pieces by
Popov, Thomey, Seraphinoff, Hris-
tovski et al, and there are some
photographs highlighting positive
community  building  exercises.

Macedonians in Albania, Greece
and Bulgaria report on their strug-
gles and in spite of all the unjust

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
difficulties, some success was re-
cently registered in Greece.

Lastly there is a vivid description of
an encounter in Skopje between
the AMHRC' s International Coor-
dinator, David Vitkov and the infa-
mous Greek historian, Evangelos
Kofos. As far as we can ascertain,
Kofos launched his academic ca-
reer in 1964, with the publication of
"Nationalism and Communism in
Macedonia” . A book, among
other things, containing a bigoted
account devoted to undermining
the legitimacy/existence of a dis-
tinct ethnic Macedonian identity —
both prior and after WWIL Kofos
has more or less continued in this
vein right up to the present. His
anti-Macedonian prejudice has led
him at times, to take up some truly
untenable positions. For example,
Kofos attempted in an essay
(National Heritage and National
Identity) to utilise the title and as-
pects of the content of Benedict
Anderson’ s classic text on mod-
ern nationalism: Jmagined Com-
munities, for the purpose of de-
legitimising Macedonian  ethnic
identity. The American anthro-
pologist Loring Danforth has as-
serted that in this paper, Kofos ar-
gues that  “Macedonian national
identity is only  Imagined’ ,
while Greek national identity is

real’ .. a clear misuse of Ander-
son’ s work to serve the goals of
nationalist  historiography” . 1
agree that this in essence, is a cru-
cial feature of Kofos'  paper.

However, Kofos was not so crude/
blunt in his exposition. The argu-
ment is implicitly elaborated with
considerable subtlety. Its manner
is certainly cunning enough to
leave the uninitiated with the im-
pression that they have read an
objective scholarly account. Never-
the-less we are obliged to affirm,

Infroduction continued

that with discriminate usage of the
word  “magined” ; of inverted
commas and with the exclusion of
vital historical details, Kofos aims to
lead the reader to believe that
Greek ethnic identity Aas more real
historical justification than Mace-
donian ethnic identity, or that Ma-
cedonian ethnic identity s more
imagined| less legitimate and that
it did not even exist prior to the
end of WWIL

The main point of Anderson’ s
phrase,  Imagined Communi-
ties” is that a/f modern nations
are imagined. The argument is that
one of the distinguishing features
of modern ethnicities/ nations is
that they are mass societies inhab-
ited by large numbers of individu-
als who possess a primary identity
marker that unifies them in a man-
ner akin to much smaller commu-
nities maintained on the basis of a
trust, which was constructed via
regular face to face interaction.
Indeed, according to the sociologi-
cal tradition (see for example the
work of Toennies), which Ander-
son has obviously drawn from, that
is exactly what defines a  "real”
community; or put another way, a

‘real” community is one that
has been created on the basis of
personal familiarity. Modern na-
tions on the other hand, more or
less involve the creation of a similar
community-like  comradeship
among millions of people who
have not met and never will. The
feeling of affinity among these mil-
lions is imagined. All modem na-
tions are real even though their
mode of creation and mainte-
nance involves a significant
amount of /magining! And yes, the
imagining does extend beyond
the present, into the past and the
future; however, it applies to
Greeks as much as it does to Ma-
cedonians and all other ethnic/
national groups.
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In this matter, Kofos revealed him-
self to be well short of scholarly.
Moreover, even though Kofos is
generally subtle, his prejudice can
at times be crude, as is revealed in
an article by David Vitkov in this
issue of the AMHRC Review. For
now, we shall leave Mr. Kofos with
a sentence written in 1918 by Ed-
mond Bouchie de Belle, a French
Doctor of Law who spent a signifi-
cant amount of time in Macedonia
during WWIand used some of it to
find out about the ethnic sympa-
thies of the local population:  “You
may ask a peasant from the sur-
roundss of Ostrovo or Bitola, what
he feels himself to be and in nine
Instances out of ten, he will answer
you — Maceaonian!”  (See the
1992 Macedonian translation of
Bouchie de Belle' s 1922 French
original: Macedonia and the Ma-
cedonians published by Make-
donska Kniga.)

I hope you enjoy this issue of the
AMHRC Review,

George Viahov

PS I'would like here to send a very
special thank you to the adminis-
trators and members of the Mace-
donian Truth Organisation (MTO)
internet forum, for their tremen-
dous efforts in support of the
“Our name is Macedonia” cam-
paign. Thank you MTO! http;//
www.macedoniantruth.org/
forum/index.php



American & European Union Forei%n

Toronto, Canada and Mel-
bourne, Australia (October 11,
2010)

I think that the stance on the
name issue Is well known.
NATO was clear at the summit
in Bucharest and at last year’ s
summit in Strasbourg and
Kehl. The stances and the ex-
pectations are that Macedonia
will receive an invitation for
NATO membership as soon as
name issue Is solved. I hope
that will happen soon, " stated
US Ambassador Philip Reeker.

On April 28 he said "7The
[name] issue must be solved,
because ifnot a question mark
Is put on Macedonia's future.”
He added, “7he clock is tick-
ing, it needs to be done right
now, and we encourage both
Macedonia and Greece to do
this.”

The United States views itself
as a leader in spreading de-
mocracy and human rights
throughout the world. So how
does it justify asking a country
to change its own name?

In her address on September
8, 2010 marking Macedonia's
Independence Day, US Secre-
tary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton said, "The United
States is committed to pro-
moting Macedonia’ s mem-
bership in NATO and the Euro-
pean Union..”

However, this comes with the
stipulation that Macedonia

changes its name. The United
States has already recognized
Macedonia, yet it calls for
a name change. The hypocrisy is
astounding.

Western Europe is being hand-
cuffed by Greece, yet it contin-
ues to support Greece in the lu-
dicrous "name dispute”, while
also bailing it out of its current
economic collapse. Every NATO
member-state supported Ma-
cedonia's membership, yet
Greece was permitted to veto it.
Greece is being rewarded for its
racist and xenophobic policies.

Every Macedonian government
has continued the nonsensical
name negotiations solely to sat-
isfy American and Western
European pressure to find a
"compromise" with Greece. In-
stead of capitulating to coun-
tries that demand a change to
Macedonia's name and identity,
the Macedonian government
must immediately end the
name negotiations and demand
support from these countries.

129 countries, including 4/5 UN
Security Council members, have
recognized Macedonia. On
Sept24, 2010, Syria joined the
growing list. As we stated in our
campaign demanding an end to
name negotiations, "We are
winning. We have the power to
end this. Stop negotiating our
ownname".

According to former US Secre-
tary of State, Lawrence Eagle-
burger, "The name dispute is
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Policy Fails Macedonia
HRMI and AMHRC Press Release

unnecessary and  unfounded,
since Macedonia was called the
same in the time of former Yugo-
slavia and this did not cause any
problems then” He added 'Is
there anything more immature

and more foolish than
blackmailing” a nation by deny-
ing its membershjp in interna-
tional organizations, which goal is
to preserve the peace and pro-
tect their members from aggres-
sion of non-members. "

The first UN mediator for the
name dispute, Robin O'Neil, said
that "Macedonia must not and
will not change its name in order
to appease Greece. If Macedonia
succumbs to pressures and
changes its name such events
will only give more firepower to
Greece until it reaches its final
goal - Macedonia to vanish from
the map.”

MHRMI and AMHRC call on Ma-
cedonians, in the Republic of Ma-
cedonia and abroad, to join our
call for Macedonia to immedi-
ately cease name negotiations
and demand international recog-
nition.




HO GAVE YOU THE RIG
EGOTIM’E

Do not be deceived by the terms ‘international, bilateral, constitutional’
- Change it once, even hilaterally, and it will be changed everywhere

- Do you want to be called ‘Northern Macedonian; ‘Vardarian; ‘Skopjan”
or simply Macedonian?

- We applaud the Macedonian government for saying “We will not change our name’;
but by negotiating we are telling the world “We will change our name”

- No dual-name. Greece is the only country that objects to our name. Itis not our problem.
No bilateral or international "solution” is needed

- Countries that have recognized Macedonia have said "If a bilateral solution is reached,
we will abide by that decision and use the new name for Macedonia "

- Any change to our name is unacceptable, even ‘qualifiers’like Democratic” or ‘Northern’
in front of ‘Republic of Macedonia! We would be known everywhere as ‘Northern Macedonia’
and ‘Northern Macedonians; who speak ‘Northern Macedonian’

WE ARE WINNING. 127 COUNTRIES HAVE RECOGNIZED MACEDONIA,
INCLUDING 4/5 UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS.
WE HAVE THE POWER TO END THIS. STOP NEGOTIATING OUR OWN NAME.

Prior to 1988, Greece’s policy was that Macedonia did not exist. Then it
renamed ‘Northern Greece’ to ‘Macedonia. Now suddenly Macedonia is Greek?

As former Greek Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis admitted in 1995,
the reason Greece objects to our name is to deny the existence and
persecution of its large Macedonian minority

- Macedonians in the Balkans are fighting for their human rights as
Macedonians, nothing else

REMEMBER: ITIS A LIE THAT A COMPROMISE WILL SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS
WITH GREECE. ITWILL JUST STRENGTHEN GREECE'S POSITION TOWARDS ITS
FINAL GOAL: TO ERASE MACEDONIANS FROM HISTORY, THE PRESENT AND FUTURE.

We are Macedonian! Do you want to go down in history Common sense. Would any other country negotiate its own name?
as the people who changed our name and identity? - Should the US state of Georgia demand that the Republic of Georgia change its name?
What gives the EU and NATO the right to ask you - Should the Belgian province of Luxembourg demand that Luxembourg change its name?

e b THE MOST BASIC HUMAN RIGHT IS

- The EU and NATO are violating their own principles and laws by asking us to change our name

- Do not give in to scare tactics from Greece and media reports that Macedonia SELF-IDENTIFICATION o
will‘collapse’ without EU & NATO membership THE MACEDONIAN PEOPLE MUST TELL THEIR GOVERNMENT TO
- Look at the current economic crisis in Greece STOP NEGOTIATING OUR NAME.
- Scare-mongering is being used to get Macedonia to change its name DEMAND AN END TO‘FYROM’ REFERENCE
Greece is holding the EU and NATO hostage DEMAND IMMEDIATE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION.

- Despite overwhelming support for Macedonia's NATO membership,

Greece was permitted to use its veto power against Macedonia M H R M l
- Greece lied about its economic situation, and now the rest of the EU is

MACEDONIAN HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT INTERNATIONAL

being forced to bail them out www.mhrmi.org

The European Union cannot allow its member-states to be
handcuffed by Greece's xenophobic policies. Recognize Macedonia.

- If the EU and NATO insist on a name change, what other concessions will they ask for? AUSTRALIAN MAffj_?:“':::jmﬁff:ﬁ SIS
- By continuing the negotiations, we are telling the world “we will change our name”
= Sfop negotiatin g our own name and other Macedonian organizations - www.mhrmi.org/our_name_is_macedonia

OUR NAME IS MAGCEDORIA



Second Annual Macedonian Film Festival

In October of this year we saw
the second annual Macedo-
nian Film Festival. A successful
event in all regards, the 2010
Macedonian Film Festival was
held at the Hoyts Melboume
Central and Hoyts Northland
Cinema's, over4 days between
the 21st - 24th October.

Following on from the success
of the inaugural Macedonian
Film Festival in 2009, this year
saw a substantial increase in
attendance across the two
venues, with a total of 12 films
screened from across various
genres. If the substantial posi-
tive feedback can be consid-
ered an indicator, the 2010
Macedonian Film Festival will
be remembered as a huge
success among the Macedo-
nian community in Melboume
and among the many film lov-
ers from the mainstream Aus-
tralian public who attended
the four-day event.

The Macedonian Film Festival
began with an opening night
cocktail party for sponsors and
various guests from among
the Macedonian community
in Victoria, as well as some
from NSW, which was held
immediately prior to the official
opening of the Macedonian
Film Festival. The Festival itself
was officially opened by His
Excellency Pero  Stojanovski,
Ambassador of the Republic
of Macedonia to the Com-
monwealth of Australia and

the Honourable Savo Sibinovski,
General Consul of the Republic
of Macedonia to the Common-
wealth of Australia, who were
also thanked for their contribu-
tions to the success of the event
and their continued support for
the Macedonian Film Festival.
Much appreciation however,
must also go out to the young
Macedonian  dancers  from
MKUD Tanec' who ensured a
truly enjoyable and colourful Ma-
cedonian atmosphere, wearing
their traditional Macedonian folk

costumes.

A special note of appreciation
also goes out to each sponsor of
the Macedonian Film Festival,
without whom the festival would
not be possible, including and
especially to the Ministry of Cul-
ture of the Republic of Mace-
donia, the Cinematheque of Ma-
cedonia and the Film Fund of the
Republic of Macedonia, for their
support and for the provision of
allthefilms.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

The Macedonian Film Festival
has set as its' goal to educate
and increase public awareness
and understanding of Mace-
donian art and culture, by pre-
senting the work of all Mace-
donian Directors, Actors,
Screenwriters and Producers
from the Republic of Mace-
donia and its' Diaspora. Now,
with two successful years un-
der its belt the Macedonian
Film Festival is proving itself to
be a wonderful contributor to
the cultural mosaic of Australia
and a valuable promoter of

Macedonian culture through
cinematography.

Plans and discussions for an even
more successful Macedonian
Film Festival in 2011 are already
underway by the eager team of
volunteers, though invitations are
open to all who would like to
contrbute  to organising the
2011 Macedonian Film Festival,
and those interested in sponsor-
ing the 2011 Macedonian Film
Festival, please register your in-
terest by sending an email to
info@macedonianfimfestival.co
m.au

Macedonian Film Festival Continued

Macedonian
Film

Festival
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Our Name is Macedonia Campaign Gains Momentum
MHRMI and AMHRC Press Release

Toronto, Canada and
Melbourne,  Australia
(December 23, 2010)

Macedonians are show-
ing overwhelming sup-
port for the Our Name is
Macedonia  campaign,
which demands that Ma-
cedonia end all negotia-
tions with Greece over its
name.

Billboards went up today
in Tetovo and Bitola, and
will appear in every major
cty throughout Mace-
donia. The first billboards
appeared in Skopje in
August and the cam-
paign includes ads in

print and online editions of
major newspapers, televi-
sion commercials, press
conferences, radio inter-
views and the distribution
of hundreds of thousands
of flyers throughout the
country.

This is the most crucial issue
facing Macedonia and Ma-
cedonians. How can you
help?

*Contact Macedonian gov-
ernment officials and de-
mand an immediate end to
the negotiations. MHRMI
and AMHRC will provide
contact information on the
Our Name is Macedonia

webpage.

*Sign on to the campaign,
as an individual or organi-
zation, by visiting
www.mhrmi.org/
our_name_is_macedonia

*Every Macedonian web-
site should have an Our
Name is Macedonia ban-
ner - www.mhrmiorg/
our_name_is_macedonia/
web

*Promote the campaign in
Macedonian communities
worldwide. For ad cam-
paign posters or more
information, please con-
tact us.

*Demand support from
the interational commu-
nity. We will provide con-
tact information for gov-
ernment officials and me-
dia.

*Make a donation. Join
the MHRMI  Human
Rights Fund

(www.mhrmi.org/
donationasp) or the
AMHRC Minorities Sup-
port Fund
(www.macedonianhr.org.a
u/03getinvolved)

Silence is not an option.
Our Name is Macedonia.

Photo sourced from www.sant.0x.ac.uk

Peruiuka Ha ,,pernzimkara* nHa beuen
By David Vitkov

—
SALINN 3d0OuUNI

Mnamior Oyrapcki HAy4HHMK — MaKeIOHCKOTO 1%pam§11{>e) Ke ce
penm camo kora I prmja u Herosara

[[HMma%KBequ CE HaKWTyBa CO y
nveTo ,,OKkchopr Kazie mro uMa goz[Ha Byrapuja ke mpecraHar na
3aBpIIICHO (DaKyIITET, HO 3a JKajl HIaT BO CJICH KOHTMHYHpaH ,,state
HErOBHTE apryMeHTH BO Bpcka co  of denial. Toa 3Ha4m 1a mpectanar
CHIOPOT 32 UMETO HE Ce ApKaT 0  Ja OujaT JApikaBd LITO IO
CTaHZApIMTE 3a KOj € TI03HAaT OBOj ~ HETWpaaT MOCTOCH-ETO Ha ToceOeH
pEHOMMpaH OpUTAaHCKM  MakKeJIOHCKW HApoA BHATpE U

ep3nTeT. ) HaJIBOp OJ1 CBOMTE TPaHULM, U JIeKa
HeroBata cratmja oGjaBeHa BO  OBOj] Hapoj MMa IPaBO Ja CH IO
Cca0OTHOTO W3/IAHME HA 6[[HeBHI/IK m30epe CBOJOT UIIEHTHUTET KAKO IIITO

0

(30/10/2010) mMoxe croboaHO J1a VIUTE TO Y)KUBAT OBA TIPABO.
ce  OIMIIyBa  KakO  €IHa O CyIITHHCKaTa paboTa IMITO
,permka’ (konmja) Ha mosHatute  beueB  u Kodoc  cexoramn

TE3W HA JOITOTOJUIIHUOT TPUKH
nporaragmuct  E.  Kodoc. Bo
BPCKAa CO OOBMHEHHMETO 32 T.H.
., MOHOIIOJIM3aLMja“  Bp3 HMMETO
»MakenoHja“ M HEj3UHUTE
M3BEICHKH, Toa Imo beueB (u
Kodoc) He Moxar (Wi HamMepHO
HE cakar) Ja cBarar € Jeka P.
Makenonnja 1 MakeoHure 1o
€THIYKA magaoct, HE T'O
OCIIOPYBAT mnpasaro Ha P.
I'puja u Hej)31/n{me rparaHu

,,3a00paBat* ma ja objacHaT € JieKa
Kora eneH 1pk mmm eneH byrapux
BEJHU JIeKa € ,,Make/ioHeI[ cTaHyBa
300p 3a W3pa3yBame HA €IcH
JIOJIaTeH reolrgpa(pcm WGH
nnentner BO P Ha
Tpukata W Oyrapckara — €THO-
KynTypHa Haipja. Bo oBoj ciydaj
OCHOBHHOT €THHYKH OENe)KHUK Ha
BakoB ,Makenorellr: ¢ IPK wm
BEYI'APUH.

3a pa3vKa OJf HUB, KOra eJeH

TO] IUTO caka Ja pasdepe Hema
HHKakBa KOH(DY3Mja W motpeda
on mpudakame Ha OWIO KaKBU
nperiCKA WM JIONABKH IIITO BO
CYIITHHA TO TIONPEYyBaT MPaBoTO
Ha camo-uieHTH(rKanmja. Koy
10OP30 YITICTHUATE MHTEE

(wm  Jpyrd) Ha  caMo-  eTHHYKM Makenonen Bemm geka ¢ beues u Kodoc 1w 3anosHar
WIICHTH(HIKYBAFhE. 3mau  ,MakegoHuenr* 1o KOpUCTY MMETo  CBOMTC JDKaBU 3a OBHC ,,TYIM
TBpACHATa .3 HCKaKBa  KAaKO HETOBHOT OCHOBEH CTHHMYKHM  BHCTHHH , TOJIKY 1oz100po!
,MOHOTIONIM3aIMja™ ce coceMa  OenexHuK. Bo 0BOj ciydaj Toj .

HEOCHOBAHM. npunara Ha Makenonckata erio-  David Vitkov— AMHRC Interna-

beueB Tpeba na ceatm Jeka tional Coordinator

Igjnypﬁa_ﬁalmja. _
CIIOPOT 32 HMMETO (M OIIITO WTyalyjata € coceMa jacHa U 3a
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On Saturday 23 of
October 2010 at Heri-
tage Receptions in Ep-
ping, a dinner was or-
ganised and hosted by
the St. George Mace-
donian Community for
the benefit of the Aus-
tralian  Macedonian
Human Rights Com-
mittee (AMHRC).

The Secretary of the St.
George  Committee,
Mr. Con Christov, has
informed us that this
event for the benefit of
the AMHRC will from
now on, be held annu-
ally. Mr. Christov em-
phasised that the aim
will not just be to make
financial contributions
to the AMHRC, “.but
also to famillarise the
younger generation at
St George with the
critical work carmed out
by this most important
organisation in the
Macedonian  struggle
forjust treatrment”

From the AMHRC
team, many thanks to

everyone at St. George for
the very remarkable sup-
port they have shown for
our endeavours. We look
forward to even more
fruitful  collaboration in

St. George Holds Benefit Dinner for the AMHRC

the future. Thanks also
to Igor Pavlovski, the edi-
tor of Denes/Today, for
his coverage of the
event.

3APYKEHO BO NORAPWIKA 3A YOBEYKMTE NPABA

Kpuc lNonos, reopru Bnaxos,
Backo Hacresckmn, Crue Kpucros,
r LiejcoH KamGpoBcKW 04 ABCTPaNUCKO-
MakegoHckunoT Komurer 3a.Hose p

Bo cabotata B0 Xeputuy
Pecenwon B0 EnnHr ce ogp-
Xa Be4eprHKa 0f Koja ueno—
KyMHUOT npuxog Oewwe Hame—
HET Kako NoMmoL 3a Aectpa-—
nucko-MakegoHekuot  Ko-
MuTeT 3a YoBexoeu [lpaea
(AMKYI).

Op cekpeTapoT Ha onwT-
Hata "Ce ['opfu" KoH Kpuctoe
Aobueme wHhopmaumja aeka
0Baa BE4EPWHKA € CO NNaH Ja
CTaHe peaoBHa W cekoja ro—
[AWHa BO WAHWHA Aa ce cobu—

5.4 Of| PARVO. 322 M| NOAMAAA0KOT BO
ep v Mepy AnTuH, K

Nuauja u oreu,Eh :
ATaHacoscK WEEDwN )
Cunevja KoHcTdl ‘_ i

€0 T0A M ja 02 3aN03HABAAT M HU3aUMja Koja ce Gopu 3a
MOMNAJMTE reHEpaLUMK CO Ba—  PAMHONPABHOCT Ha ouTe Ma-

paat cpeacTea 3a AMKYI, a ’KHarta ynora Ha oBaa opra- KegoHuW.
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"H
AA TIPETOBAPA 3A
0ETO

Hemojre na 6upere uamameHu o TepMuHUTE ‘MefyHapofgHo, Gunarepanto,
YCTaBHO'
- Ao ce npomenu efiHaL, aypu 1 brnatepanto, Hacekage Ke buge npomeHeTo

- lanu cakate fa 6upeme Hapekyeanu ‘CeeepHomakedonyu, ‘Ckonjanyu; ‘Bapdapuyu’
unn camo Maxedonyu?

- Hue u yecTuTame Ha MaKe[joHCKaTa BNaja 3a CTaBoT “Hue Hema da 20 npomeHuMe Hauiemo ume’,
MeryToa co CaMUOT paKT Aexa NperoBapame, My KaxyBame Ha (BeTOT leka
“Hue Ke 20 npomeHume Hawemo ume”

- 3emjuTe Kou LWTo ja npusxane Makenoxuja Benar aeka "ako ce nocmuene 6unamepanto pewierue, mie
mozaw moa pelerue Ke 20 npugpamam u Ke 20 Kopucmam Hoeomo dozosopeHo ume 3a Makedonuja"

- buno Koja npomeHa Ha HalweTo ume e Henpudatnuea, BAyYyBajKu U 0apeaHULM Kako Jemokpamcka,
‘Bapdapcka’ wnw ‘Cesepra’npea umeto Penybauka Makedoruja. Ha npumep co eiHa TakBa NpomeHa

Hue 61 6une ocnoByBaHu Hacekape Kako ‘(esepna Maxedonuja’ v ‘(esepHomakedonyu’ Kon
36opyBaar ‘(esepHomakedoHcku’ jasnk.

HUE NOBEAYBAME. BEKE 127 3EMJU JA MPU3HAA MAKEZLOHWJA NOJ UMETO
PENYBJIMKA MAKEIOHWJA, BKIYYYBAJKMN U 4 Of) 5-Te MOCTOJAHU 3EMJU
YNEHKW HA COBETOT 3A BE3BEAAHOCT HA OBEAAMHETUTE HALIUK.

HUE UMAME CUN1A 1A CTABUME KPAJ HA CETO OBA.

AA NPECTAHEME JA IPETOBAPAME 3A HALUETO COIICTBEHO UME.

Mpepn 1988 roa., [pumja TBpAcewe geka Makegonunja He noctom. Toraw ja npeumenyBa
‘CeepHa lpunja’ Bo ‘Makeponuja’ Cera ogeanaw MakepoHuja e rpuka?

Bo 1995 rog., nopaHewHNOT rpuku npemnep MuLoTakuc npuM3Ha fexKa npuunHaTa nopagu
Koja lpumja ce cnpoTUBCTaBYBa Ha HALLETO MMeE € 32 1a MOXe /12 F0 Herupa nocToewheTo
Ha 6pojHOTO MaKeJOHCKO MaNUMHCTBO U Aa NPOJOMKY fa ro nporonysa. (ure

3HaeMme fieKa npo6nemort Ha [puuja e MaKeJOHCKUOT UAEHTUTET U jasuK.

- MakegioHU¥Te Ha bankaHoT ce Gopar 3a (BoWTe Y0BEKOBM MPaBa Kako
MakenoHwM 1 HULWTO Apyro

3AMOMHETE, NAIA E JEKA BH/10 KAKOB KOMITPOMMHC KE BOHECE
PELUEHHE HA TPOBJIEMMUTE CO TPYHJA. TOJ CAMO KE T 3ACHJIH
NO3HYHHUTE HATPLHIA O HEJ3HHATA KPAJHA LEN - BATH
H3BPHIUE MAKELOHLHWTE O HCTOPHJATA, CETALUHOCTA H MAHUHATA.

Hue cme Maxeponuu! lanu cakare fja Bneseme BO UCTOpUjaTa

3npaBuoT pa3ym nopayysa: [lanu HeKoja Apyra 3emja 6u
KaKo Jlyfe KOM ro NpomMeHuja HalueTo ume?

nperoBapana 3a CBOETO CONCTBEHO UMe?

. - lanu 6u Tpe6ano amepuKaHckara cojy3Ha apxasa py3uja (Ha axanucku {lopyua)
Koj um paea npaBo ;"a EY n HATO aa 6apaar aa ro npomexume nAa no6apa o Peny6nnka [pyauja Aa cv ro npomenu umero?
HAMMOT MAQHTHTET: - lanu 6u Tpe6ano benruckata npoeuHLMja Jlykcembypr ga nobapa apxaeata
- EY u HATO rv npeKpLLyBaat CBOMTe CONCTBEHW NPUHLMNM U Hayena co Toa LiTo bapaar NykcemBypr f1a cv ro NpoMeHy uMeTo?
HVe A CW 0 NPOMEHNME UMeTO.
- Jla He ce npenaBame Ha 3annaluyBatbara oA CTpaHa Ha [punja u MeavymckuTe HAJOCHOBHOTO YOBEKOBO TIPABOE
npeaynpeaysara Aeka MakeaoHuja ke ‘nponagHe’ 6e3 Bne3 Ha 3emjata 6o EY u HATO NMPABOTO HA CAMOMAEHTMQ’M KAU‘MJA
'I‘:““”e Ja ceralunara exoHoMcKa kpu3a 8o [puuja o MAKE/IOHCKWOT HAPOJI MOPA [A ¥ KAKE HA BNIAZLATA IA IPECTAHE JA IPEFOBAPA 3A
- Kamnarba 3acHoeana Ha 3annaulyearse ce Kopucmu 3a da ja Hamepa : -
Peny6nuxa Maxedowuja da cu 20 npomesu usemo HALUETO HME. DA MOBAPAME KPAJ HA CPAMHATA PEQEPEHLIA ‘OHPOM. LA NOBAPAME

BE[IHALU MEFYHAPOZHO NPU3HABAHSE M0} UMETO PENYBE/IHKA MAKELOHHJA.
EY U HATO ce 3anoxuuum Ha Ipyuja

- Ipumja naxelLe 3a eKoHOMCKaTa COCTOj0a BO CBOjaTa 3eMja U Cera 0CTaHaTMTe 3eMji YNeHKK M M q I I
Ha EY ce npuHyaeHn Aa 1 nomaraar 3a fja ce Cnpaeu co kpu3ata

MAKEAOHCKO MEMYHAFOAHO ABMAKEHE 3A YOBEKOBM MPABA

www.mhrmi.or
EY He cmee ga no3Bonu KceHodpoGnyHaTa nonuTHka Ha Ipymnja garu -
Bp3M palieTe Ha Hej3UHUTe 3emju uneHku. flpuznajme ja MakedoHnuja! )
- Ako EY n HATO HacTojyBaar a ce npoMeHH UMeTo, KaKBY N ApyriA OTCTanku Ke no6apaar tue
1 [pumja nogouHa?

ABCTAAMCKO-MAKEAOHCKHMOT KOMWTET 3A YOBEKOBW NPABA

- Co NpoaoNKyBakbe Ha NPEroBOPUTE Hue Npakame jacHa Nopaka AeKa Ke ro npoMeHUMe MMETo e
- Mopame da npecmareme da npezogapame 3a Hawiemo concmeeHo ume!

1 fIpYrY MaKe/IOHCKM Opraku3aLin - www.mhrmi.org/our_name_is_macedonia

HAWETO UME E MAKEAOHHJA



Letter to the Lord Mayor

Dear Lord Mayor

On 18 May this year Iwrote to you about the vandalisation of the glass panel on Sandridge Bridge tracing the his-
tory of the immigration of Macedonians to Australia. I have attached a copy of this letter.

Aweek or so after my letter to you we received a reply from Professor Rob Adams of your council indicating that the
panel would be replaced with a new one.Inote that to date no new Macedonian panel has been installed and that
the spot allocated to it remains boarded up.

Could you please advise our committee when the new Macedonian panel will be installed and why a delay of nearly
sixmonths has occurred?

Regards
Dr Chris Popov
Media spokesperson

CITY OF MELBOURNE

GPO Box 1603
12 November 2010 Melbourne VIC 3001

Phone 61 3 9658 9658

i Fax 61 3 9654 4854
Dr Garls Popov www.melbourneyic.gov.au
Media Spokesperson
Australian-Magedonian Human Righls Committes Inc DX210487
Suite 108, Level 1 ABN 55 370 719 287
55 Flemington Rd

NORTH MELBOURNE VIC 3051

Dear Mr Popov
MACEDONIAN GLASS PANEL ON SANDRIDGE BRIDGE

Thank-you for your email in regards to the broken glass panel on Sandridge
Bridge. The glass panel will be replaced by the 26™ November 2010.

It has been a difficult process to manufacture and supply this unique panel
and we are now re-evaluating this process so in future it doesn't take as
long.

Apolagies fot this delay.

Yours sincarely

&LM .

Prof. Rob Adams
Director City Desigh —




Macedonian Community Council of W.A.

Sovet na Makedonska Zaednica od Zapadna Avstralija
PO Box 271 Mirrabooka WA 6941 Email: mcewa@hotmail.com

7 December 2010

Professor Alan Robson
Vice Chancellor of University of Western Australia
35 Stirling Highway Crawley WA 6009.

Dear Sir,

As Chairman of the Macedonian Community Council of WA | would like to express the very serious concerns of all
our member organizations and their thousands of constituents who have been deeply insulted by the ignorant and
callous comments of Associate Professor John Melville-Jones in a lecture given in Melbourne on the 28" of
November 2010 as a guest of the Australian Macedonian Advisory Council where he has stereotyped our community
as being “uneducated” and as “not in a position to question the distorted view of history that is the basis of their
nation.”

In Perth, the Macedonian Community numbers some 15,000 people and many of these people have achieved great
personal, professional and business milestones. Many are in fact alumni of the highly respected University of
Western Australia including six current members of the Macedonian Community of Western Australia’s (Inc)
Executive Committee. We are abhorred by the thought that one of your current senior staff member's knowledge of
European history is so poor that he resorts to the denigration and undermining of a whole nation of people in an
attempt to appease the racist and xenophobic appetite of a small group of people who have mischievously set up this
“Australian Macedonian Advisory Council” without one member of that organization being an ethnic Macedonian.

| have attached a transcript of the presentation which illustrates the many biases, demeaning tone and ill-informed
dialogue. Even his title: “The Importance of Historical Truth ...”, a subject of much conjecture among
philosophers, indicates a superior or all-knowing stance taken on the part of John Melville-Jones. It is evident that he
has been courted and aggrandized by Greek authorities as indicated by various honours and awards received during
his visitations to Greece. His paper is cluttered with erroneous generalizations and propositions that are not befitting
of a member of your highly respected institution. However, the most tragic, disappointing and offensive aspect of his
il-informed rendition is the denigration and denial of an entire nation of people and their ancestors.

We seek an unconditional apology from Associate Professor Melville-Jones and ask that the University of Western
Australia distances itself completely from the unfounded and insulting comments made by him in relation to this
matter.

Yours faithfully,

Chris Angelkov
MCCWA Chairman
MBA BCom (UWA) CPA

Letters to Vice Chancellor Robson Continued
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NURSE-ON-CALL

1300 60 60 24

24 HOUR HEALTH ADYICE FOR ALL VICTORIAMS

Sourced from www.health.vic.gov.au

4 A

“Nurse-on-Call
is another great
initiative of the
Victorian
Government...
However, two
days ago, a
friend of mine
mentioned to
me that she
experienced
some
unexpected
problems
receiving
service.”

- J

Letter to Nurse-on-Call

Nurse on Call
Primary Health Branch
Department of Human Services

Nurse-on-Call is another great initiative of the Victorian government. To date
have only heard good feedback about this great service available to all Victori-
ans. However, two days ago, a friend of mine mentioned to me that she experi-
enced some unexpected problems in receiving service from Nurse-on-call.

Namely in the early hours on Sunday July 4 2010 my friend had to call this ser-
vice to obtain advice on the health of her younger son.

Her expectation was that she would get the advice without any lengthy delays
of a bureaucratic nature. Understandably she was asked some initial questions
by your customer service representative and that is where an obstacle ap-
peared. The customer service representative was unable to find the country of
origin of the caller - the Republic of Macedonia.

Unfortunately, instead of focusing on examining the health issues of a 5 year
old boy, the customer service representative advised my friend that she is un-
able to proceed with the call until they select from the list the country of origin
of the caller (N.B. our friends are Australian citizens). The search went on for a
considerable period, until finally the customer service representative found the
country listed under the temporary name "the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia".

You are probably unaware that this name was imposed upon the Macedonia
only for use in the United Nations Organisation and its bodies. The Victorian
government is not part of the UN nor is this noble Nurse-on-call service part of
the UN. Furthermore, you are probably unaware that this “FYROM" name is
very offensive to all Macedonians around the world.

Instead of interfering in international politics, I am asking you to replace this de-
rogatory name with the correct name: Macedonia or the Republic of Mace-
donia - the names all Macedonians living in Australia are familiar with. By doing
this, you will be able to improve the quality of the generally excellent service
your organisation provides.

Looking forward to your reply,

Goran Babusku
BSc. EEng
Ivanhoe VIC
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Letters to Vice Chancellor Robson

Professor Alan Robson

The University of Western Australia (M464)

35 Stirling Highway

2 December 2010 CRAWLEY WA 6009
Australia

Dear Vice Chancellor

The Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee writes to you in relation to an article entitled “The Im-
portance of Historical Truth and the MacedonianIssue” by John Richard Melville-Jones, Winthrop Professor at
the Department of Classics and Ancient History, University of Western Australia, which appeared in the Spring
newsletter of the ethnic Greek organization, "AMAC" ( see link: http://www.macedonians.com.au/images/
AMAC%20Newsletter%20Spring%202010.pdf).

In this article Professor Melville-Jones makes a number of claims regarding Macedonians which are not only
highly derogatory, offensive and historically inaccurate, but also racist in that they call into question the ability of
Macedonians to think rationally and determine for themselves matters of their ethnicity and identity. The basic
premise of his article is that Macedonians have no right to call themselves Macedonians as they are cultural
thieves who have stolen a national identity which “rightfully belongs to the Greek nation” or as he states :

“But ifyou are naked, that does not give you the rnight to steal someone else’ s garments” . He also, in his arti-
cle, proceeds to offer “solutions” to the dispute over the Republic of Macedonia’ s name, (a dispute which
was initiated by Greece for the purpose of denying the ethnicity and identity of Macedonians), by stating: “7he
best option, asIsee it is to get the Fyromians’ to agree to their country being called  ‘North Macedonia’
( Upper Macedonia’ and ‘Macedonia-Skogje’ are less satistactory, and it is too late to put forward my
own suggestion, which would have been  Vardana’ )” . Such offensive views, whereby he cannot even bring
himself to call Macedonians by their freely chosen national name, but instead uses the derogatory term

“Fyromians” , which has been lifted directly from the Greek lexicon of negation and forced assimilation, are
not opinions that one would expect to hear from an academic ostensibly dedicated to promoting tolerance and
mutual respect in Australia” s multicultural society.

However, such views from Professor Melville-Jones do not surprise us as he is a signatory to a letter to President
Barack Obama, written by American Professor Stephen Miller, dated 18 May 2009, which called on President
Obama to reverse the USA’ s recognition of the Republic of Macedonia on the basis that Macedonia had no
right to that name asitwas “stealing a name and heritage which rightfully belongs to Greece alone”  (see link
http://macedonia-evidence.org/abouthtml under Addenda). It must be pointed out in this regard that the Re-
public of Macedonia is recognised as such by 129 countries around the world, including UN Security Council
members, USA, China, Russia and the UK and to refer to its Macedonian majority as  “Fyromians” is consid-
ered by Macedonians as extremely derogatory and insulting.

However, that which clearly displays the contempt in which Professor Melville-Jones holds not only the Mace-
donian community in Western Australia, but in the whole of Australia and throughout the world, is his arrogant
comment on the Macedonian community in Perth and his questioning of their ability to freely articulate and
determine their ethnic identity. He states as follows: "7 have met a number of  Fyromians’  in Perth. They are
good citizens, working hard to establish themselves, and to look after their families. However, as they were often
not well educated, they have generally not been in a position to question the distorted view of history that is the
basis of their nation, and is without historical basis, which has been thrust uypon them.”

Professor Melville-Jones makes sweeping generalisations about Macedonians'  freely-chosen self-identity
based on his meeting “a number of ‘Frromians” in Pertfi” whom he describes as  “often not well edu-

(Continued on page 18)
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Letters to Vice Chancellor Robson Continued

(Continued from page 17)

cated" andwho "have generally not been in a position to question the distorted view of

history that is the basis of their natior?' . Presumably, Professor Melville-Jones would consider

“educated Fyromians” more accepting of insulting appellations such as  “Fyromians and Slavs” . The Ma-
cedonian community in Perth which numbers in excess of 15,000 is one of Australia’ s most long-established
Macedonian communities and is made up equally of Macedonians from both the Republic of Macedonia and
Greece. Those members of the community from Greece left Greece in large part in order to escape forced as-
similation, denationalisation and mistreatment at the hands of suc-
cessive Greek regimes since that part of Macedonia was annexed by
the Greek state in 1913. Those Macedonians who came to Australia
from Greece, were the founders of the Macedonian community in
Perth in the 1930s and 40s-before the establishment of the Macedo-
nian republic within the framework of Socialist Yugoslavia- and they
and their children are well-established members of the local com-
munity who have made their mark in the social, cultural, academic,
political and business life of Western Australia, as are those from the
Republic of Macedonia. It is more than certain that those Macedo-
nian community founding fathers from Greece, who freely identify as
Macedonians, while being subjected to forced Hellenization in
Greece, were not subjected to the “diistorted view of history” that
Professor Melville-Jones erroneously and mischievously claims has
been thrust upon Macedonians from the Republic of Macedonia.
The distinctly ethnic Macedonian identity is older than the establish-
ment of the Republic of Macedonia, it has been freely chosen by Ma-
cedonians and the formation of the Socialist Republic of Macedonia
in both 1944 and the Republic of Macedonia in 1991 was in fact a
response to the objective reality of the existence of a strong Mace-
donian identity and consciousness.

The views of Professor Melville-Jones in the aforementioned article
are not those of someone who is merely expressing a point of view
on a contentious issue and therefore covered by laudable principles
such as academic freedom and freedom of speech, which, in any
case, cannot be applied in a racist or discriminatory manner in any
modern society. While he may argue that he is merely expressing his
opinion on this matter, that does not give him licence to demean,

Vice Chancellor Alan Robson humiliate and discriminate against Macedonians in Australia by

questioning their fundamental right to freely self-identify, calling them “Fyromians” and “Slavs” and pos-
tulating that this is due to their low level of education and inability to counter the “diistorted view of his-
tory....... which has been thrust ypon then?' . As such these views have no place in an open and enlightened
multicultural society or in an esteemed institution of higher learning such as the UWA. We therefore demand
that Professor Melville-Jones apologise to the Macedonian community of Western Australia and Australia in
general and that the University of Western Australia publicly disassociates itself from his views. We also seek
an assurance that Professor Melville-Jones will be counselled that Macedonians do not appreciate being re-
ferred to by offensive and demeaning names/terms such as  “Fyromians” " Slavs” , “Serbs” and

“Bulgarians” and that he cannot impose on us descriptors that we consider to be completely unacceptable
and humiliating.

On behalf of the Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee,
Dr Chris Popov

Issue #5 e December 2010 o www.macedonianhr.org.au



The negative attitude the govemn-
ment in Sofia manifests towards
its minorities, especially the Mace-
donians, appears to be sympto-
matic of a xenophobia permeat-
ing Bulgarian society in general:
from the average citizen to the
highest official state levels. Bul-
garia has persistently refused to
recognize the existence of Mace-
donians within its borders. This is
in line with a popular view held by
all segments of Bulgarian society;
namely that there is no such thing
as a Macedonian nation, and that
those who call themselves Mace-
donians (in an ethnic sense, in-
cluding the Macedonians in the
Macedonian repubilic) are nothing
other than ‘lost’” members of
the Bulgarian nation, inhabiting a
territory that was unlawfully taken
from Bulgaria in 1878, via the
Treaty of Berlin (Engstrom, 2009:
80). In order to begin to develop
an understanding of why Bulgaria
has a chauvinist policy towards
Macedonians and the Macedo-
nian state, it would be useful to
examine aspects of the cultural
history of what became Bulgaria
in 1878, prior to its independence.

Myths, Terminologies and Inter-
pretations

Bulgarians pride themselves on
the idea that their national

“revival” began not with a gun
but with a book. The book that is
seen in Bulgarian nationalist my-
thology as the fountainhead of
that process, is a medieval Bulgar-
ian history written in 1762 by Fa-
ther Paisii (Slavo-Bulgarian History
of the Bulganian Peoples), a monk
in the Hilendar monastery in
Mount Athos, one of the centres
of Eastem Orthodoxy (Dimitrov,
2001: 8). But Father Paisii’ s work
only began to be disseminated in

Bulgarian National Myths
By Ivan Hristovski & George Viahov

the mid 19" century and it should
also be noted that illiteracy, at this
time, was extremely high in the
regions of the Ottoman Empire
that were eventually to constitute
Bulgaria. Thus, to describe Father
Paisii as "the father of Bulgarian
nationalism” is to engage in
myth-making (Karpat, 2002:467).

It could be argued that this is
hardly a malevolent myth; how-
ever there are more serious prob-
lems connected to the Father
Paisii myth as presented by the
modern Bulgarian nationalist in-
terpretation of his writing. Bulgar-
ian academics and numerous
others seem to accept without
question that Paisii wrote an
ethno- nationalistic Bulgarian his-

Photo sourced from www.investbulgaria.com

Paisii Hilendarski

tory book to counter the sup-
posed de-nationalising of Bul-
garia, via Hellenistic nationalism.
But as Detrez explains, it is actually
not possible to accept this claim at
face value:

"According to Paissi the Greeks
are  ‘wise and sophisticated’
but also sl and proud’ , they

take away from the simple peo-
ple and appropriate unfairly’ .
Moreover they treat the Bulgari-
ans with contempt considering
them  simple and stupid’ ...
Paissi characterizes the Bulgarians
as ‘hospitable and charitable’ ;
they are simple  diggers,
ploughmen, shepherds, and sim-
ple artisans’ . To substantiate this

daim, he refers to God who
‘loves the simple and harmless
ploughman  and  shepherdss
more’ . The two groups Paissi
opposes to each other are not
necessarily ethnic communities,
but seem to be social classes and
even professional groups in the
first place: the Greeks were mer-
chants and city-awellers (both
categories were often called
Greek’ in Bulgarian popular
speech), while the Bulgarians are
peasants.” (Detrez, 2008:41-42)

In the light of Detrez' s observa-
tions, one must acknowledge that
the social phenomena in question
had more to do with socio-
economic status, rather than the
modem ethnic/national realm.

Another aspect of the national
mythology propagated in Bulgaria
today is the belief that throughout
the Ottoman era there was a sys-

tematic process of  “ethnic
Greek” clerics  converting
“ethnic  Bulgarians” into
"ethnic  Greeks” . However,

these attempts made by the Or-
thodox Greek speaking Patriar-
chate church to spread Greek liter-
acy to the illiterate masses, were
not generally about creating eth-
nic Greeks — rather, they were
about attempting to advance Or-
thodoxy via a semi-Westemised
education (Detrez, 2008: 42).

Moreover, many people make the

assumption that the terms
"Bulgarian” , "Greek”
“Turk” ,  "Vlach” etc. pos-

sessed the same meaning during
the time of the Ottoman Empire
as they do today. However, at the
time in question, these present
day ethno-national labels were
socio-economic/cultural  catego-

(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 19)

ries, that numerous anthropolo-
gists and sociologists like Loring
Danforth have described as a
“cultural  division of labour”
(Danforth, 1995: 59). Many scholars
agree that during much of the Ot-
toman Eraa “Greek” was a mer-
chant, a city-dweller, or someone
well to do (Roudometof, 2001: 48).
A "Turk” was someone who may
have been a govemment official
(Brown, 2003: 59). A "Vlach”
might denote someone who is a
shepherd (Detrez, 2003: 43) and a
"Bulgarian” might be someone
who is a peasant or labourer
(Mackridge, 2009: 56), or a villager
(Detrez, 2003: 43). This is how Paisii
perceived people in his time.

Even more revealing is the substan-
tial incidence of  "Bulgarian”
peasants  actually  pursuing
"Greekness” , because this would
signify an advance in their class
status and wealth. If a
“Bulgarian” managed to rise
above his occupational peasant-
farmer class status and become a
wealthy city dweller, it was not un-
usual for him to then begin refer-
ring to himself asa "Greek” and
to send his children to a Greek
speaking school for the purpose of
giving them the literacy/education
he never possessed. What took
place was not a change of ethno-
national status, but of class (see for
example, Amfiteatrov, 1990: 51-52).

Sociologically grounded etymo-
logical investigations like these out-
line a picture of life in the Balkans,
very different to the one presented
by ultra-nationalistic Balkan histori-
ans. For our present purposes, it is
worth singling out Bulgarian histo-
rians for utilising centuries old trav-
eller' s chronicles with references
to inhabitants of various parts of

the Balkans, including Macedonia,
as "Bulgarians” ;in a manner that
deliberately ignores the socio-
economic contextual meaning of
the usage of the term
"Bulgarian” and instead, repre-
hensibly ascribes to it, modem
ethno-national connotations. Such
misinterpretations serve to provide
support in Bulgaria, for the fictional
notion that Bulgarians possess an
unbroken ethno-national identity
continuity, extending back from the
present to early Medieval times.
Moreover, these distortions are
also enlisted in aid of the myth that
Macedonians have consistently
been an integral part of the Bulgar-
ian ethnos (Balikci, 2008: 178). This
helps to illustrate that
*historiography in Bulgarna is con-
stituted within the context of a
broad national agenda.” (Elenkov
& Koleva, 2003-4: 183) Or in our
words, Bulgarian historiography
has been imbued with a serious
dose of fiction in the service of sinis-
ter political ambitions and at the
expense of genuine scholarship.

The complexity of the terminologi-
cal issues we have been discussing
is increased when we note that the
terms under investigation were also
to become entangled with rival
religious denominations later in the
19™ century, with the formation in
1870 of the Bulgarian speaking/
literate Orthodox Exarchate church
as an opponent within the Otto-
man empire, to the long standing
Greek speaking/literate Orthodox
Patriarchate church. Furthermore
religion was often used to identify
people in a manner differently from
and in some contradiction to the
socio-economic/cultural categories
we have been outlining. Through-
out the Ottoman period a

"Turk” , in the context of a discus-
sion with someone possessing a
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religious outlook on life (and such
were very numerous within the
Ottoman Empire, for reasons
soon to be given), referred to any-
one who was a Muslim (Detrez,
2003: 43) and a "Greek” or
"Rum”  could mean someone
who was an Orthodox Christian
regardless of their language or
class (Danforth, 1995: 59). The his-
torian RW. Seton-Watson wrote
of ‘the ignorant Bulgar peasant,
when questioned as to his nation-
ality, would answer with the mis-
leading confession that he was a
"Greek." (Seton-Watson, 1918:
78) Again, the deceptive nature of
the “confession” is understood
only when it is pointed out that
the ethno-national meaning that
is today associated with the label
"Greek” , did not generally ap-
ply for much of the duration of
the Ottoman Empire. As we have
been arguing, generalised pri-
mary identity markers appear to
have been mostly underpinned
by class and religion. It is not sur-
prising that the “Bulgarian”
peasant (Bulgarian in a socio-
economic occupational/class
sense or perhaps one could de-
scribe him as a Bulgarian speaking
peasant, but not as an ethnic Bul-
garian in the modern sense — it
seems clear enough that such a
notion was not present in his
mind and that is what matters)
replied that he was "Greek”
for, by this he meant that he was
an Orthodox Christian and it is a
perfectly understandable attitude
for a resident of an empire that
placed Muslims above Christians
in numerous practical ways. In
addition, the Ottoman authorities
usually officially referred to all
Christans as ~ "Rum”  or
"Greeks” . Moreover, it is this
attitude which explains the failure

(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

of some uninformed 19" cen-
tury travel writers to detect the
presence of “Bulgarians” in
regions that later became an
integral part of the Bulgarian
state. Thus the writings of
western tourist authors need to
be used with a considerable
amount of care — something
that Bulgarian and Balkan his-
torians in general, appear to
consistently  lack  (Seton-
Watson, 1918: 78). Notably,
Seton-Watson also condemns
the fact that "In the West
there grew up the highly inac-
curate habit of referring to all
branches of the Orthodox or
Fastern Church as "the Greek
Church" and more than one
distinguished  historian — and
traveller was guilty of the most
ludicrous  errors,”  (Seton-
Watson, 1918: 22)

We are now in a position to
better understand that it is not
really possible to speak of the
Hellenization of Bulgarians in
an ethnic/national sense. Dur-
ing much of the Ottoman pe-
riod, the labels in question
were mostly underpinned by
class and religion. The modem
ethno-national project, among
other things, has in the Balkans,
generally been about taking
some of these pre-Modem
identity markers and convert-
ing them into ethno-national
markers — which entails the
creation of a state inhabited by
an entire population that is uni-
fied in @ manner that more or
less transcends the limits of
class and religion; a mass social
grouping which feels it pos-
sesses a very strong identity, in
spite of its very high division of
labour. These are disturbing

revelations for ultra-
nationalistic Bulgarian (see Pil-
brow, 2005: 129) and other
proponents of myths asserting
an ancient to modern essential-
ised ethno-cultural identity
continuity.

Conclusion

At this point, some would no
doubt like to assert that all so-
cial groups possess, need and
maintain  foundation myths.
There appears to be some truth
to this claim and be that as it
may, it is not acceptable to
maintain narratives with as-
pects which breed arrogance,
hatred and the negation of
others — especially minorities.
Of the themes specifically men-
tioned in Bulgarian history text-
books today, the  ‘national
unification of the Bulgarian ar-
eas” (meaning Macedonia
and adjacent land) remains a
dominant theme. For example,
in the 1992 textbooks it was
mentioned seventy times ver-
sus only thirty for the 1991 text-
books. Other themes include

"Greece's  denationalization
policy,”  mentioned twenty-
four times in 1991 and twenty
times in 1992 etc.
(Roudometof, 2002: 14). All of
this is directly linked to the of-
ten intentional misinterpreta-
tion of the pre-Modem identity
marker, “Bulgarian” .

The result is a perpetuation of
Bulgarian chauvinism towards
Macedonians which manifests
itself by constant declarations
asserting the Macedonian lan-
guage to be a “Bulgarian dia-
lect” ; by consistent references
to Macedonian history as

"Bulgarian history” and to

arian National Myths Continued

Macedonia as chiefly a

“Bulgarian land” . Moreover,
Bulgaria, an EU member coun-
try (and this tells us much about
the EU!), does not recognize
the existence of its Macedonian
minority and inflicts upon it, a
variety of other human rights
abuses. Members and support-
ers of OMO "llinden" - PIRIN (a
Macedonian political party and
human rights organization op-
erating in Bulgaria — which the
Bulgarian state unlawfully re-
fuses to register) have been
harassed, beaten, fined and
even imprisoned simply for
asserting their Macedonian
identity. This has to stop and
ultimately, only an educational/
cultural  ‘sea-change’ , facili-
tated by the Bulgarian state
and academics, is going to en-
sure a relatively prompt end to
the ethnic chauvinism and the
development of a lasting rec-
onciliation.

By Ivan Hristovski and George
Viahov
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Action Alert: United Nations Continues to Discriminate

The AMHRC and MHRMI have written to the United
Nations demanding that the official language of
Macedonia in its official list of member countries be
referred to as Macedonian.

Dear UNTERM

It has come to our attention that the UNTERM entry
in all of your official languages for the Republic of
Macedonia does not contain a designation for the
official language of the country, which is of course
Macedonian. Until recently, the UN indicated that
this language is Macedonian. It has also been
pointed out to us that this is not the first time that
this has occurred. Could you please explain why the
language column for Macedonia has been deliber-
ately left blank and who authorised this insulting and
discriminatory act? The official and most widely-
spoken language in Macedonia is Macedonian and
we demand that its designation as such in the lan-
guage column of the UNTERM entry for Macedonia
be restored immediately.

The AMHRC and MHRMI call on all Macedonians
world wide to protest this discriminatory act by the
United Nations by writing to UNTERM, the United
Nations Multilingual Terminology Database, at the
following link:  http://unterm.un.org/dgaacs/
unterm.nsf/Comment?OpenForm

AsItHappened

At some point during the week leading to Novem-
ber 15" on the website of the United Nations Multi-
lingual Database, the term Macedonianin reference
to the name of the Macedonian language was re-
moved and for some days the field was left blank.
We believe that this was a result of racist Greek state
pressure/interference (though we have so far been
unable to officially confirm our suspicion) — Greece
of course follows an official policy of denying the
existence of the Macedonian language.

After large scale protests from the Macedonian Di-
aspora and the Macedonian government, the

“error”  was corrected and the Macedonian lan-
guage was restored to the UN website.

However, it would not hurt to here re-iterate some
facts. We shall begin with the obvious; the Macedo-
nian language exists and is spoken both inside and

ainst Macedonia and Macedonians
MHRMI Press Release—15 November 201

outside the borders of the Republic of Macedonia, namely
in Greece, Bulgaria, Albania, Serbia as well as Australia, Can-
ada, the United States of America and many other coun-
tries. The Macedonian language is recognised by all of
above-mentioned states with the exception of Greece and
Bulgaria.

Greece in particular has come under heavy criticism from
international human rights bodies for suppressing the Ma-
cedonian language. In 2009, the United Nations Independ-
ent Expert on Minority Issues Ms Gay McDougall found that

“Successive govemments have pursued a policy of denial
of the ethnic Macedonian community and the Macedonian
language [and] the response of earlier Greek govemments
was to suppress any use of the Macedonian language and
cultural activities.” (Report of the Independent Expert on
Minority Issues, Mission to Greece, 8-16 September 2008, p.
41). McDougall" s findings in relation to the Macedonian
language in Greecemake the “error” on the UN website,
quite absurd.

Itis ironic that Greece insists on denying the existence of the
Macedonian language given the fact that one of the
strongest pieces of evidence for the long existence of the
Macedonianlanguage comes from the Greek state itself. In
the Greek census of 1920, the Macedonian language
(without any prefixes or suffixes) was listed as a language
spoken by some of the population in Greece. Parts of the
official census results were published and therefore recog-
nised by the Greek state. They can be found in the General
Archives of the Greek state and a copy is provided below:

“Appeve; — Hommes. .
Ohie; — Femnmes. . ..
Eioverov—Total

EYypapyatote,.e a0
[ Sachant lire et écrire...

[

| *Appeveg — Hommes. .

Atf;q'p.p:tbtv.“......... Sﬁh %
1g — Feromes, ...
e { Eoveruv—Tola
Mae Beraxy > *Appeveg — Hommes..
| My 3pwbeloa........... O#ierg — Femmes.. ..

Macédonienne ) Tom. SROMIR oz ehicets Loverov=Total
A ¢ — Hlommes. .
©fhag -- Fommes. ...
Ziévolor—Tolal.

Edvorev—Total ..........

'RE &v ywoplfovor  xall “Appeveg — Hommes.,
EDAPaxAY. oo o] BOfdeig — Femmes, ...
r.:.rudhnnlln Gree r?.)fnn,.. Tatall

Therefore given that Greece in 1920 officially referred to the
Macedonian language as Macedonian, any attempt by the
same state almost a century laterto  “pressure” organisa-
tions such as the UN to modify the name of the language
(and the people and culture connected to it) must logically
be rejected.
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“There is no Macedonian minor-
ity in Bulgaria and there cannot
be” - this statement marked the
beginning of the official campaign
of denial of the Macedonian mi-
nority in Bulgaria after two decades
of partial recognition. These were
the words of the dictator Todor
Zhivkov.

On the eve of Bulgaria’ s accep-
tance into the European Union in
November 2006, the same words
were literally repeated by Bulgarian
European parliamentarians. The
motive for this was the demand of
the parliamentary group of the EFA
(European Free Alliance) that the
matter of the recognition of the
Macedonian minority in Bulgaria
and the registration of OMO"
IINDEN" -PIRIN beincluded in the
final report on Bulgaria. The motto,

“there is no Macedonian minor-
ity in Bulgaria and there cannot
be” , is the leitmotiv of the policy
with which the Macedonians in
Bulgaria are confronted. In the
course of decades of totalitarian
rule and 16 years of

"democracy” , the Bulgarian po-
sition towards the Macedonian
minority has not taken one step
forward in a positive direction. On
the contrary, in some aspects it has
become even more extreme and
categorical.

How similar is this position to that
of Greece?

The Macedonians in Bulgaria and
Greece have a very difficult struggle
before them as %e whole system
in their countries is opposed to
them. Bulgaria and Greece are

“democratic” countries more in
a formal, theatrical sense, as the
fashion of the times demands that
states clothe themselves in such a
way. However, their fundamental
ideology is not based on democ-
racy, but on a virulent form of eth-
nic nationalism.

Macedonian minorities in these
two countries by their very exis-
tence have the misfortune of tear-
ing down the founding myth of the
true state ideology. It Is for this rea-
son that Macedonians are looked
upon in the same way that the In-

The Macedonians in Bulgarna
By Stojko Stojkov, Translated by Dr Chris Popov

quisition looked upon heretics or
as a democratic country would
view terrorists. In these two coun-
tries there is very little attention
paid to anti-democratic assaults,
corruption, organized crime and
abuse of power, however there is
an extreme sensitivity to the de-
mocratic activities and demands of
the Macedonians. For this reason
alone, the movements for Mace-
donian rights are preordained to
be on the side of democracy and
as they are opposed to the de-
structive ethnic nationalisms in the
countries in which they live. They
have no option but to be fully de-
mocratic, positive and progressive.

The general problem from which
all others spring, is the denial of a
distinct Macedonian identity which
as a result gives rise to the denial of
the Macedonian minorities.

The denial of the very existence of
a Macedonian minority in the past
two decades of supposed democ-
racy in Bulgaria has been carried
out at the most official of levels- in
Parliament (by means of an official
declaration), by the Government
(by the foreign minister and two
presidents), the Constitutional
Court, the main court in the capital
and by Bulgarian members of the
European Parliament ... This posi-
tion Is undemocratic and indefen-
sible on an international level. This
is why the official Bulgarian posi-
tion on this issue, when subjected
to pressure from European human
rights bodies, has displayed the
highest levels of insincerity and
duplicity in declaring successively
that minorities do not have to be
recognised, that particular recogni-
tion was not necessary and that
it'" s enough that the existence of
Macedonians in the censuses has
been recorded.

By balancing between the posi-
tions of denial and the lack of need
for recognition, the Bulgarian au-
thorities have the goal of distract-
ing the Europeans, so that they
cease taking an interest in and ask-
infg questions about the situation
of the Macedonians in Bulgaria
and thereby hand over this re-
sponsibility to Bulgaria. In so insist-

ing, the Bulgarian authorities come
up with the strangest about faces
and sophisms. On the one hand,
they maintain that there is no need
for recognition, but on the other
hand they deny the very existence
of Macedonians; they maintain
that the published results of the
censuses are sufficient in place of
recognition; they maintain that the
fact that thousands of Bulgarian
citizens have self-identified as Ma-
cedonians does not mean that that
they make up some sort of minor-
ity. The right to self-determination
is recognized only to the extent
that that it accords with the

“historical truth” - of course, Bul-
garian historical truth. The right to
self-determination is recognized
only to the extent that it is based
on  “Objective criteria” - of
course, Bulgarian objective criteria.
The right to self-determination is
recognized, but not self-
determination as a Macedonian.
The existence of people who self-
identify as Macedonians is recog-
nized, however their right to enjoy
the rights stipulated in the Frame-
work Convention on National Mi-
norities is not. Positions are
changed as needed and as the
situation demands. However what
does not change is the determina-
tion not to in any way recognize
the minority and accord it rights.
Internally, Macedonians and their
self-determination as such are
treated as acts of treason or hostil-
ity and a show of ignorance and
lack of culture.

At times our right to claim that we
are Macedonians is not directly
contested, however we can only do
so far away from society, without
being able to fight for our rights
and without pretending that our
will is any thing more than an act of
stupidity and a whim. This is why in
Bulgaria Macedonian organiza-
tions are not registered - so that
Macedonians will remain isolated,
far away from society, politics and
government. In order to achieve
this goal, support is given to the
creation of an unhealthy atmos-
phere of fear, through various me-
dia, by threats from politicians, by
the police calling in members of

(Continued on page 26)

Issue #5 e December 2010 ¢ www.macedonianhr.org.au




(Continued from page 25)

OMO" ILINDEN" - PIRIN for
“talks” , through the dissemi-
nation of all sorts of rumours and
threats.

In Bulgaria there is strong oppo-
sition to the rights of minorities.
Under strong pressure and as a
condition for its European inte-
ration, Bulgaria signed and rati-
led the Framework Convention;
however, she has never imple-
mented it in practice. From the
time when it was signed until its
entry into the European Union, in
Bulgaria there was lively debate
as to whether existing minorities
in Bulgaria were national minori-
ties. Having entered the Euro-
pean Union, in Bulgaria it is al-
ready being debated (or more
accurately it is being postulated)
that minorities do not exist at all.

What is the essence of these irra-
tional debates in Bulgaria, which
to an external observer look like
the debates of medieval scholas-
tics about how many devils can
be gathered on the point of a
needle? The essence is how to
formally accept European direc-
tives, while not according rights
to minorities as well as not imple-
menting the Framework Conven-
tion on National Minorities.

“There is no definition as to
what constitutes a national mi-
nonty” - this statement is where
Bulgarian politicians found their
salvation and this is why there
was a debate as to what a na-
tional minority is and whether
such a minority exists in our
country. From the position of
there are minorities, but they are
not national, to that of there are
no minorities, but only citizens -
this is not what can be described
precisely as the “evolution” of
the Bulgarian position, as much
as a return to the original posi-
tions of Bulgarian politics which
are characterised by a strong un-
democratic attitude towards mi-
norities. The short period of re-
laxation during the period when
it was a candidate for member-
ship of the European Union is
over. Bulgaria, now a member of
the European club, can allow it-
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self to follow the Greek example
and dowhat it wants.

This in short is an expression of the
whole Bulgarian political attitude
toward Europe - ostensible accep-
tance of the criteria and formal
meeting of the conditions, but only
when it has no other option. The
issue was how to become a mem-
ber of the EU without meeting the
conditions set out- it was as If this
was the motto of the whole Bulgar-
iadn political scene in the last dec-
ade.

The most important and yet the
most difficult task is and remains
the recognition of the Macedonian
minority. All remaining tasks are
subordinated to this. An official
recognition which would wipe
away all official denials. A recogni-
tion which will not be just an empty
dedlaration, but which will provide
Macedonians with an opportunity
to make use of the rigﬁts con-
tained in the Framework Conven-
tion for the Defence of National
Minorities, which in Bulgaria is a
useless piece of Tpaper. This strug-
gle is significant for all minorities in
Bulgaria as well.

Faced with mass denial, sataniza-
tion and isolation, the Macedoni-
ans in Bulgaria nevertheless have
no intention of ending the fight for
their rights. In the last five years,
they have through OMO

“ILUNDEN" -PIRIN succeeded in
obtaining the right to peaceful as-
sembly which they had not had for
decades. They will succeed in at-
taining their right to organise, to
register their associations and par-
ties, and to participate in the politi-
cal life of the country.

It is well known that OMO

“ILINDEN" -PIRIN was registered
in February 1999 and banned in
February 2000. These dates
strangely coincided with the
lodgement of Bulgaria’ s candi-
dacy for the beginning of negotia-
tions for accession to the European
Union in February 1999 and the
obtaining of the date being sought
in February 2000. From then on
OMO "ILINDEN" -PIRIN has not
been able to obtain registration in

The Macedonians in Bulgaria Continued

Bulgaria. Neither the verdict of the
Court of Human Rights in Stras-
bourg of 2005 in OMO
"ILUNDEN" -PIRIN' s favour has
been of assistance in this regard,
nor have the 4 attempts at registra-
tion or the satisfaction of the legal
requirement to have 6000 mem-
bers. The Bulgarian authorities re-
sponded with changes to the laws,
an increase in the numbers neces-
sary for registration and finally by
the police calling in all 6000 mem-
bers of the party and threatening
and manilpulating them during
such  “talks” . Some of these
members were called in up to three
times during the period 2006-
2008. To this very day, the Bulgar-
ian authorities have refused to pre-
sent the order which authorised
this shameful act, as well revealing
the results of this investigation in
court. It is a consistent practice of
the Bulgarian prosecutor’ s office
and the courts to start investiga-
tions into Macedonian organiza-
tions, to announce in the mass me-
dia that they are occurring so that
everyone knows what is happen-
ing, and then afterwards nothing
happens. There is no investigation
and no court process because
there is no basis for prosecuting
Macedonians. However, it Is
enough for it to be known that
they are underinvestigation ......

Bulgaria has refused to register
PIRIN, however as a result there are
further cases before the court in
Strasbourg which are awaiting a
decision. Bulgaria will again be
found guilty, however this time in
contrast to the previous occasion,
there will be a mechanism through
which changes will be sought, as
the verdict being appealed was not
brought down by the Constitu-
tional Court which citizens cannot

(Continued on page 27)
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petition, but rather by the Supreme
Court. I hope that this time there
will be a clear determination made
by the Court of Human Rights as to
how the verdict should be imple-
mented.

In such conditions the struggle of
the Macedonians in Bulgaria takes
on increasing significance, not only
for them, but for the democratiza-
tion of Bulgaria and indeed of
Europe. However, they are not
leading that struggle alone. The
do so in dose collaboration wit
Macedonian human rights associa-
tions throughout the world, led by
the Australian Macedonian Human
Rights Committee, the Macedo-
nian Human Rights Movement
International and other important
organizations. Of special impor-
tance is our cooperation with or-
ganizations representing Macedo-
nian minorities, in this case the
most important being the close
cooperation  established  with
"VINOZHITO" . There are many
reasons which have brought about
the close links of Macedonians in
Bulgaria with the Macedonians in
Greece. Firstly, there is a very similar
policy of denial and repression of
the Macedonian minorities in these
states, repression which, as can be
seen, develops into attempts at
repression of the Macedonian state
and identity in general. Secondly,
here we also have the common
ethnicit%/ and consciousness. The
origins from Aegean Macedonia of
a large part of the Macedonians in
Bulgaria are a further reason for the
strengthening of these ties, which
we see materializing in the close
collaboration between OMO
"ILINDEN" -PIRIN and
"VINOZITO in almost all fields.

This collaboration has borne fruit
with OMO " IUNDEN" -PIRIN' s
membership of the European par-
liamentary coalition, EFA, through
which the questions relating to the
treatment of the Macedonian mi-
nority in Bulgaria have been posed;
with the strong work that was done
in the Council of Europe, where the
problems encountered by the Ma-
cedonian minority in Bulgaria are
already well known; in the collabo-
ration with numerous international

human rights institutions, which
bore fruit with the inclusion of the
problems of the Macedonian mi-
nority in a series of authoritative
reports, and by forcing the Bulgar-
ian authorities to permit the Mace-
donians in Bulgaria to hold peace-
ful meetings etc.

The struggle against the refusal to
register Macedonian organizations
in Bulgaria continues, as does of
course the struggle for the final
and greatest goal - the recognition
of the Macedonian minority (and
by means of that recognition of the
Macedonian nation), something
that will greatly contribute to the
stabilization of the region and the
disappearance of the basic reason
for the animosity between Mace-
donia and Bulgaria.

The task which is currently most
topical is the upcoming census in
Bulgaria at the beginning of 2011.
After the fall of communism in Bul-
ﬁaria in 1990 two censuses were

eld, however during both of them
mass manipulation of people with
a Macedonian consciousness oc-
curred. This manifested itself in the
absence of a column for Macedo-
nians in the census forms, the fos-
tering of an anti-Macedonian dli-
mate throughout society - a strong
proEaganda campaign and threats
In the mass media against those
who may have identified as Mace-
donians at the time of the cen-
suses. It also included the initiation
of publicly advertised investiga-
tions into Macedonian activists; the
automatic listing of people as Bul-
garians  "by Implication” , not
asking people about what they
considered themselves to be eth-
nically; “convincing” people who
insisted to be listed as Macedoni-
ans that that should not or could
not be done; political pressure on
administrative officers who had
identified as Macedonians to
change their ethnic identity in the
census forms if they did not want
to lose their jobs and entry of data
on the forms in pencil. Finally, there
was tampering with the results ob-
tained in this way without there
being any true monitoring of these
results whatsoever.

By means of these and other

aria Continued

methods (such as administrative
officials filing in  census forms
without seeking further informa-
tion from the people concerned ),
the official results obtained at the
censuses in 1992 and 2001 showed
that 10.083 people identified as
Macedonians in the first census
and 5,071 at the second census.

It is rare for one to doubt that the
Bulgarian state will attempt to
eliminate the Macedonians nu-
merically. It has already accumu-
lated a great deal of experience in
that regard. It is of even greater
significance that at this census the
manipulation not be allowed to
continue.

A great deal could be said about
Bulgaria’ s anti-Macedonian pol-
icy regarding the Macedonian mi-
nority; about its rapprochement
with Greeceona “supra Macedo-
nian” basis; about the collabora-
tion of the Bulgarian and Greek
secret services regarding the par-
ties representing the rights of the
Macedonians in Bulgaria and
Greece; about the way in which the
Bulgarian state moulds public
opinion to accept the dirty policy
against “ungrateful Macedonia” ,
which allegedly  “cruelly perse-
cutes” Bulgarians in Macedonia
and so on. However lack of space
does not allow for this to be done
at present.

It is enough for us to say that in
Bulgaria there are powerful and
influential forces which are deter-
mined to implement Greek-style
policies towards Macedonia and
which will use any means available
to achieve their goals. The matterin
dispute is in actual fact only one -
that of Macedonian identity. Be-
cause for Bulgaria the Macedonian
identity, unfortunately, bothers it as
much, and even more, than it
bothers Greece.

Stojko Stojkov

This article was first published in
the AMHRC Review: issue number
4 Winter 2010, in Macedonian.
Special thanks to Dr. Chris Popov
of the AMHRC for doing an excel-
lentjob in translating it to English.
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The Macedonian language, in
both its standard literary and
rich dialectical forms, is a cul-
tural attribute which has
been crucial in defining and
preserving Macedonian iden-
tity. Attempts at the forced
assimilation of the Macedo-
nian people in Greece, Bul-
garia and Serbia before the
Second World War, focused
primarily on eradicating the
use of the Macedonian lan-
guage as the first step to-
wards producing “Greeks” ,
"Bulgarians” and
“Serbians” in those parts of
Macedonia which were forci-
bly incorporated into the
Greek, Bulgarian and Serbian
states after the Second Bal-
kan War in 1913. It is for this
reason that the description of
the Macedonian language as
precisely that, was erased
from the United Nation' s
country profile on Macedonia
in  mid-November 2010
(before being hastily restored
after a world-wide protest by
Macedonians and the Mace-
donian government), at the
instigation of those who
would seek to erase the Ma-
cedonian name and identity
and subsequently described
asa "technical error” .

The diversity and richness of
the Macedonian language is
reflected in Australia where
the Macedonian community
is made up of large numbers
of Macedonians from all

AMHRC Participates in a Landmark Study
of the Macedonian Language in Australia

parts of both Aegean Mace-
donia and the Republic of Ma-
cedonia, with smaller numbers
of Macedonians for the Pirin
part of Macedonia in Bulgaria
present as well. However, as
with the languages of many
ethnic groups in Australia, the
Macedonian language and the
way in which it is spoken has
undergone certain structural,
lexical and grammatical
changes, under the influence of
the dominant English language.

In order to document the ex-
tent to which Macedonian is
spoken in Australia by the first
and second generations and to
trace the way in which its spo-
ken form has changed in this
country, the Australian Mace-
donian Human Rights Commit-
tee (AMHRC) has decided to
participate in a unique study
being conducted into the Ma-
cedonian language by a leading
Australian tertiary institution.
The purpose of the documenta-
tion to be produced by the
study is to provide records and
materials both to the Macedo-
nian community in Australia
and to the broader Australian
community relating to the use
of the Macedonian language
and the attitudes and motives
of those who speak it. In doing
so, the AMHRC also seeks to
document and record the life
stories and experiences of Ma-
cedonian migrants to Australia
and those of their children.

Q)

i

The AMHRC will support this
study into the speech of first
and second-generation Mace-
donian speakers by providing
researchers interviews on video
of potential participants and to
administer and fill out question-
naires seeking information on
the use of the Macedonian lan-
guage. The first interviews have
already been conducted and the
Macedonian community in Aus-
tralia has shown by its enthusi-
astic participation that it recog-
nizes the importance of investi-
gating the factors which both
assist and hinder the retention
of the Macedonian language in
this country. Some of the video
results will eventually appear on
our website: http://
macedonianhr.org.au/
index.html.

The AMHRC views this project
as an opportunity to build on
our existing documentation of
the lives of Macedonians in Aus-
tralia and strongly encourages
the Macedonian community to
support this significant aca-
demic initiative through its ac-
tive participation. Those Mace-
donians who wish to find out
more about this project or who
wish to offer themselves as in-
terviewees are welcome to con-
tact the AMHRC directly. It is
estimated that the study will be
published in the second half of
2012.

Dr. Chris Popov
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By Jim Thomeyv

Christmas should be a good
enough excuse to feel kindly
towards all. The 25" of De-
cember, for most Christians, is
a day celebrated for the glad
tidings it brings, or should
bring. Not that many of us
agreeonwhata “Christian”
is, nor has there been any de-
finitve agreement about
what the word actually means
since the man who died on
the cross became the living
God for European civilisation.
It certainly is one of those
words, like the word God itself
which can mean many things
to different people.

When I was a youth, Iwas im-
pressed by the standard for-
mula that spoke of the sea-

son that brought ‘peace
and good will towards all
men” . In recent years, I no-
ticed this phrase on a Protes-
tant church notice board, with
a significant change, as it
read: ‘peace and good will
fowards all” . Whether this
was a sign of the changing
times, or that, the Vicar was a
gently assertive female per-
son, or the word “men” ,

The Season of Glad Tidings

small as it is, could just not fit
on the available space, it
struck me, nonetheless, that
serious progress had most
decidedly been made, at any
rate, In some quarters.

Clearly a single word, or its
inflection, its nuances or in-
terpretation, can make a
phenomenal difference, just
as a new perspective on the
role and place of women in
our society is implicit in the
change to the Christmas
message mentioned in the
previous paragraph. Similarly,
if one looks at the fate of the
name of a territory, like Ma-
cedonia for instance, and all
its cognates that denote the
language or ethnicity of a
people, can equally be sub-
jected to variations of mean-
ing depending on the knowl-
edge or political motivation
of the user.

A specific example of the bla-
tant distortion of the mean-
ing of the word

“Macedonian”  to chal-
lenge the right of the Mace-
donian people to use the
word to describe their lan-
guage occurred in 1994,
when the Victorian Govem-
ment was led by a very au-
thoritarian Jeff Kennett. I
won' t dwell on the differ-
ence between the two ways
of naming the Macedonian
language that led to excruci-

ating law suits, in those ap-
palling circumstances when
the ill-will of the Greek anti-
Macedonia lobby was given
optimal support by the
grossly irresponsible Kennett
leadership.

The main point here is this:
the true descriptor of the lan-
guage of the Macedonians, is,
prosto recheno, Macedonian;
the Kennett ukase,
“Macedonian  (Slavonic)”
was an open invitation to ten-
sion, confusion and conflict.
How does one, wrongly used
word, tacked on in parenthe-
sis, bring to the surface such
bitter conflict?

The use of the name by which
they identify their nation lan-
guage and ethnicity is impor-
tant to the Macedonians be-
cause labelling in ethnic or
nationalist terms became a
huge issue in the past two
centuries. I believe the Mace-
donians are insisting on their
dignity, on their fundamental
right to determine their own
destiny both as a group and
at an individual level. The
games around the word

“Macedonia” from all four
antagonistic groups in the
Balkans with their obsolete
and appalling nationalistic
propagandas, are a part of
the arsenal of devices used to
disenfranchise  the victim
from participating in history —
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The Season of Glad Tidings Continued

denying their past, their
present and their future by
focusing on a word and its
definition: Macedonian.

There is a very simple rea-
son for the absurd name-
issue that has erupted like
some spectre in a night-
mare, as the Republic of
Macedonia is still locking
horns with its unfriendly
neighbour Greece, which is
making dreadful accusa-
tions and the most insolent
of demands while systemi-
cally perpetrating human
rights abuses. It may appear
to be an insuperable obsta-
cle to dislodge the struc-
tural injustices inherent in
Greek society — but then
this phenomenon is not
news anywhere let alone in
a Balkan nation. However, in
sober and accurate lan-
guage, the Greek position
of demanding a name
change of Macedonia in the
face of the majority of the
world” s countries having
given recognition to Mace-
donia makes the Greek po-
sition even more ludicrous.
The present Greek govem-
ment maintains  policies
that are breaches of inter-
national laws and human
rights conventions to cover
up the horrible behaviour of
their nation in modem his-
tory towards ethnic minori-
ties, most  egregiously

against the Macedonian

people.

My hope is in the next cou-
ple of generations of peo-
ple on this planet, who are
struggling for freedom and
justice as preconditions for
effective change in the
world. Already the per-
spectives are shifting about
the past century with its
wars and fascist national-
isms as something that
should remain in the his-
tory books. The same thing
will have to happen with
the new generations of
Macedonians and Greeks ,
Palestinians and Israelis
and I think there are about
four hundred more similar
situations  of  conflict
around the globe of vary-
ing degrees of gravity that
make peaceful co-
existence with justice a seri-
ous difficulty.

How important are words
for determining power re-
lations or exhibiting them?

Lewis Carroll (pseudonym
of Charles L Dodgson,
1832-98) was not only a
brilliant mathematician, but
also a very imaginative lo-
gician as his two Alice
books demonstrate on
every page. In the context
of this discussion, the fol-
lowing exchange between
the seven year old Alice
and Humpty Dumpty is
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worth reading:

‘T don" t know what
you mean by
‘glory, " Alice said.
Humpty Dumpty smiled
contemptuously.  “Of
course you don’ t—till I
tel you. I meant
'there’ s a nice knock-
down argument for
you!’

“But ‘glory’ does-
Nt mean ‘a nice
knock-down  argu-
ment’ ,”  Alice ob-
j e ct e d

“When 7 use a
word,” Humpty
Dumpty said, in a rather
a scomnful tone 7t
means Just what I
choose it to mean—
neither more nor less.”
“The question is,"”
said Alice,  "whether
you can make words
mean so many different
things.”
“The question is,”
said Humpty Dumpty,
"which is to be mas-
ter that sall' (my
use of bold italics-JTh)

n

(from 7hrough the Look-
ing Glass, Chapter 6, the
sequel to Alice in Won-
derlana).

This is absurd, of course,
only because of the fan-
tasy, but the reality it
conveys is rock-solid:




The Season of Glad Tidings Continued

those who name and define,
have power over what they
name and define.

The official stand by Greece
on Macedonia surely
amounts to no more than
what Humpty has said to Al-
ice: Greece wants to be boss
and thereby impose its op-
tions, agenda, or will, on an-
other nation.

This has needlessly impeded
progress toward stability,
peace and co-operation be-
tween the two nations. The
whole business of obstructing
and violating Macedonian
autonomy, in the root mean-
ing of the word — "to be a
law-giver unto one’ s self” ,
is obscene.

I repeat: This blank denial of
the autonomy of the Mace-
donians both at an individual
and national level has im-
peded the very important
practical business of develop-
ing strong positive relations
between Macedonia and
Greece.

I would like to leave the
reader with the following
quote from the preamble of
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights first ratified by
the UN on 10 December
1948:

Whereas recognition of the

inherent dignity and of the
equal and inalienable rights
of all members of the human
family is the founaation of
freedom, justice and peace in
the world.

The phrase “inherent dig-
nity” which I have high-
lighted is the most sacred of
values without which life for
any person or people would
be both diminished and de-
graded, and in drastic situa-
tions, rendered devoid of all
worth and meaning. The
struggle for human rights is
the struggle to protect one’

s dignity; it is the struggle
that makes life worth living. It
is indispensable for the good
and moral life, or genuine
happiness or contentment.

Of course, grand documents
like the UN declarations and
the follow up Conventions,
may be considered idealistic
and very abstract statements
which can lend themselves to
controversial interpretations,
among other things. In my
view, Lewis Carroll' s superb
nonsense, is both entertain-
ing and makes sense of the
world with great clarity. How-
ever, theoretical talk and dec-
larations about autonomy
and respect and dignity is
supremely important, and a
necessary precondition for
planning, organising and
clearing the ground for laws
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that can be enforced by bod-
ies such the Intemational
Criminal Court.

Eleanor Roosevelt (FDR' s
widow) handed over The Uni-
versal Declaration of Human
Rights, to Dr Herbert Vere
Evatt, President of the General
Assembly of the United Na-
tions, on 10 December 1948.
Dr Evatt was one of the best
minds in Australian and world
politics at that time. He was
also the foreign affairs minis-
ter for this nation at the time,
an Australia that had a popu-
lation of seven million. Yet by
a stroke of irony, these days,
the serious public discussion
of a statutory charter of hu-
man rights for Australia has
been most lamentably stone-
walled.

Perhaps as long as most peo-
ple still have at least a bit of a
moral struggle with tempta-
tions that may betray the
truth, or the performance of a
bad deed because no one is
looking, there is still hope.
That is why we should extend
goodwill to all. Common-
sense and humane good in-
tentions can at least lead to a
clear conscience. Life lived
honourably is still essential for
the dignified life.

Jim Thomev
10 December 2010




Children of the Bird Goddess is
a book that will rightfully eam a
lasting place in the literature of
the Macedonian people. While
there will always be a place for
carefully researched documen-
tary works, village and family
histories, and, of course, more
general histories of the Mace-
donian people, works that
mainly inform our intellect, we
also need works that aim di-
rectly at the heart and soul. Chil-
dren of the Bird Goddessis such
a book. Kita Sapurma's recount-
ing of stories from her life in Ae-
gean Macedonia and exile in
Australia, and those of her
grandmother, mother and
daughters, is rendered into lyri-
cal and beautiful English by her
daughter Pandora Petrovska,
who fills out the story with her
own understanding as an Aus-
tralian with a strong awareness
of her Macedonian identity.

While it was important to the
authors to give a voice to those
whose voices have been tragi-
cally smothered, Aegean Mace-
donians, and particularly the
women of that society, they
specifically offer readers a win-
dow into the rich world of the
women, whose lives were lived
in close connection to their
mother earth. Their stories of
these women do not romanti-
cize their lives, they dignify
them. They honor their knowl-
edge of practical things that al-
low for food, shelter and cloth-
ing from their own land and la-
bor with little or no dependence
on foreign industrial manufac-
tures. They also honor their
strength and their courage and

Review of Children of the Bird Goddess

endurance as they struggle to hold
their families together, provide for
their needs, and resist the cruelty
and prejudice of the Greek invad-
ers and occupiers of their home-
land.

If your heart has ever been moved
by the sight of some vulnerable
child ganged up on and made to
feel worthless by the cruelty and
ignorance of schoolyard bullies
(teachers know this all too well),
then you have some small hint of
the fate of the Aegean Macedo-
nian village people who have since
1913 endured the loss of their
identity, their land, their history and
even the evidence of that history in
old churches, tombs and place
names. The process has been one
of swift and brutal repression when
Macedonians have physically re-
sisted, but it has also been a proc-
ess of slow, continual harassment
and humiliation through denial of
opportunity to freely and openly
be Macedonians right up to the
present day.

However, there is one thing that
bullies everywhere, Greek racists
included, cannot endure. That is
public exposure of their misdeeds.
Just as no one could have foreseen
the particular power of one elderly
black woman named Rosa Parks,
who merely refused to yield her
seat to a white man on a bus in the
American racist South and helped
spark a national civil rights move-
ment, no one can know the long-
term effect of the publication of
such works as that of Kita Sapurma
and Pandora Petrovska on the
conscience and consciousness of
the world, and most particularly
those in the Balkans who would

By Dr Michael Seraphinoff
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rather not know anything about
the lives of those they have in-
jured.

Despite all of their efforts to crush
the spirits and erase all traces of
such people from the face of the
earth, the children of the bird god-
dess endure and are finding their
voices. Although many were killed
and far too many were bullied out
of their identities, others such as
Kita and Pandora were not. Pan-
dora has connected her mother's
Macedonian folk tales of Silyan the
Stork and other myths, legends
and customs to an even older tra-
dition of ancient earth religions
and goddesses, including the bird
goddess from which the book
takes its name, that never fully dis-
appeared from collective memory

(Continued on page 34)
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(Continued from page 33)
over thousands of years of Ma-

cedonian village life. Astute ob-
servers of Macedonian lan-
guage and culture, such as lin-
guist Odyssey Belchevsky, are
today demonstrating how so
much of that rich history and
lore is buried in plain sight
within the words of the Mace-
donian language. For example,
Odyssey, in his on-going ex-
ploration of the origins and
meanings of specific Macedo-
nian words has pointed out the
following:

The relationship of and con-
cept of the woman as directly
connected to procreation —
offspring —existence and life
propagation is most pro-
foundlly expressed in Macedo-
nian and Old Slavonic as fol-
lows:

zena ,zenezenj, zeneti >gene>
genesis>genetics

Speaitically in these languages
there is the functional and pho-
netic/etymological root and
word connection and relation
between woman  >wife
>mamage > propagation of
new life > living>existing.

The woman is the divine and
only entity that bears new hu-
man life. This relationship sheds
new light and reconfirms the
meaning of life itself.

There is a very large group of
related words in most of the
Slavonic languages that are
associated with divos, divina,
diviti se divno, deva, devica,
devojka ,devojce, divovi (god's
of nature).

Divos divina  have the
meaning of all iving things in the
God created natural world, un-
touched by humans, from which
onginated the word divine An
unmarried virgin woman in Sla-
vonic is deva, devica devojka. She
Is the dlivine creation that propa-
gates human life. (Supported by
the Sansknt deva’ )

Zivos evolves into divos and has
retained the meaning of all

natural creation’ . This is God.
This includes everything in exis-
tence. Thus, God is the equivalent
of life and all living. God=life

Divos has been found on
inscriptions in the Balkans on an-
aent coins. This is inscribed as

“qibos= Dibos=divos” This has
very close affinity to the Greek
word geos=qeios which is toaday
very significant for our society.

It is important to note here
that the Greek and all other uni-
versal words assodated with
Theos> Deos> God have very
shallow etymological and func-
tional root relationships in the
Greek language indicating that it
evolved from a greater root con-
cept related to di-
vos>dibos>qibos>qeios>qeos
2l zive ive> Eve> biblical ive> life
areator:

This Slavonic group is connected
to the oldest Sanskrit words Jiv
=Ziv = living = life

According to the Bible
Eve> e s the first womany/ life
propagator on Earth. All the per-
sonal names with the base of lva,
Eva ,van, have the fundamental
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base of ZivgZive Zivan Zivko
Zivka.

Pandora Petrovska devotes spe-
cial attention in the book to the
folk tale Silyan the Stork. The
story of Silyan the Stork could
easily have its roots in very an-
cient times. While each genera-
tion might embellish the story
with some things from their own
time, certain elements or sym-
bols in the story are certainly ar-
chetypal, having Neolithic or
possibly even Paleolithic origins.
Stories of people magically tak-
ing on the forms of animals are
ancient indeed, and one can
easily imagine our nomadic Ice
Age hunter/gatherer ancestors
sitting around the fire in the eve-
ning reciting stories with such
characters in them. One can also
imagine our Neolithic farmer
ancestors gathered around the
hearth in the evening relating
stories of young men who
craved excitement and adven-
ture eventually retuming home
to beg the forgiveness of their
families after coming to the reali-
zation, like Dorothy in the Wiz-
ard of Oz, that there really is no
place like home.

Children of the Bird Goddess by
Kita Sapurma and Pandora Pet-
rovska is available to readers
through the book section of the
Macedonian History Canada
website and through the Austra-
lian publisher, Pollitecon Press.

Dr. Michael Seraphinoff
www.macedonianlit.com




o Cute Megnymu 3a gHunot lNonuc Bo AnbaHuja

Hue npercraBHUULUTE Ha
3ApyXKeHHUujara H a
HAaIlMOHAJIHUTE MAaJIIMHCTBA
M a K e Jdo0HTCKH,
CcpOCKO — IPHOTOPCKU U POMH,
Npu3HaeHW oja anbaHckaTa
npxaBa, HUHHIUpaHu od
UIHUOT TMOMHC Ha HACEIECHUETO
KO] K€ ce OIIpKu BO Ampui
2010 romwHa, BO KO Ke
ce omdaraT W TMpamamara 3a
€THUYKA, BEpCKa M ja3Hyka
NpUMagHOCT BO AubaHwuja,
BE M3BECTyBaMme JeKa HMaMe
dbopMupaHO 3aegHUYaKa
padbotrna I'pyma co
O peTCcCTaBsBHUIH
Ha 3ApyXKeHHjaTa Ha HaIIUTe
MaJIIIMHCTaBa, KOja K€ To CIean
HEeITUOT MNpomec Ha
OpraHM3Mpame U peanu3aluja
Ha TIOMKCOT Ha HACEJICHHETO 3a
npamama IMTO UM
mpunaraaT Ha MaJIMHCTBATA.
Osaa rpyna ke Ouze oBlacTeHa
3a KOMYHHUKalHuja coO
Ap)KaBHUTE OpraHu 3a
MIPEAJIO3UTE LITO CE OJIHECyBaar
Ha MaJIIUHCTBATA.

Pabornata rpymna,
pasrieayBajKu ja JloceramrHaTa
pabora W TpomecoT Ha
MOJATOTOBKA Ha IMOMHUCOT Ha
HACEJICHUETO BOOYYBa HEKOJIKY
CEepUO3HU Heaopaszdbupama
KOM ce€ KOHCTaTupaar BO
NOATOTOBKHUTE H a
[IpamanaukoT W ymnorpeba Ha
pes3yanTTarTtv™uTe
O OBOj TOMNHUC, KOH
npousjeryBaat oJ OBHE
npamama. Taka, mnocie
COCTAHOILMUTE co
NHCTAT wu lenrtpannara
Komucyja 3a ommur nomuc Ha
HACEJICHUETO CO 3JpYyKEeHMjaTa
Ha MaJUUHCTBAaTa OKOIY
coAp>KMHAaTa Ha (OpMyJapor,
ce corjlacMja CUTe Mpeasio3u
dafeHu OoJ TIpalfaHCKHUTE
3IpYy)KeHHja Ke Cc€ 3eMaT BO
MIpeIBU/]I 33 IPOMEHA Ha MPBUOT

dhopmynap.

Bo wucroBpeme KoHCTaTHpame
JeKa € W3BpIICHA paJuKaTHa

npoMeHa, ©0e3 HHeAHa
KOHCyJITallkja CO Hac, Ha
nmpamiamaTa 3a CTHUYKaTa
NPUIAAHOCT BO TIPBHOT

?0 Mynap, CcTaBajKh BO
yopukara “Jluiero,,, BO TOUKa

0] Hea, CO COApXHHA
“Koja e erHmukara rpyna Ha
Koja BHE W IMpuImarare,, caMo
Ha3uB “anbaHern, H
“npyru,,. Co oBa ce TprHaru
Ha3UBUTE Ha TPYKOTO,

MaKeIOHCKOTO, CpOCKO -—
[PHOTOPCKOTO, POMCKOTO U
BIAMKOTO MAaJIHHCTBO,

npu3HaeHu oJ anbaHcKaTa
Ap>KaBa, KOH CUTe MelyHapOJHU
3npyxenuja. Cmerame Jeka co
0B a e M3BpU EH
MPEKPIIOK HA MEI'YHApOJHHUTE W
BHATPEIIHUTE HOPMH IIPOTUB
OTUCKpPUMMUHAINHUjATa,
KOHKPETHO 3aKOHOT MpOTHUB
QI/ICKPI/IMI/IHaHI/Ij'a n PamxoBHata
ouBennuja ©Ha KE
(coBetor Ha EBpoma) “3a
3alITUTa Ha HalMOHAJIHUTE
M alJl Il ¥4aHCTBa,,

Nmajku 3a men peanusupame Ha
€lICH IOMOJICPEH TIONUC U CO
MeJIoCHa 3amTHTa Ha
YOBEKOBUTE H MAIIMHCKHUTE
nmpaBa U cJ000/a, OMNpPEACIICHH
co HAaIMHUOHAITHOTO
3aKOHOJABCTBO M HOPMHUTE Ha

MelryHapOJAHUTE KOHBCHIUH
paTudPuKyBaHHU o1
anbaHckara JAp)kaBa, HHE

3apyKEeHUjaTa Ha MAaJ[MHCTBATA
Oapame:

1. Jla ce Ha3HAYU €JIEH YJIEH BO
[lentpannara Komucuja 3a
Perucrpanuja (Ilomuc)
Ha Hacenenmero on penosure
Ha JlpxxaBuara Kowmucuja 3a
MannouHCcTBa HIU 10
npeyior Ha HoBogOpMHUpaHaTa
paboTHa rpyna Ha MaJIIUHCKUTE
3 A py X € HMH]J a,
rapaHTupajku eQpeKTUBHO
NopamMHyBamke Ha HUBHOTO
TPETHUPABETO M YYECTBO BO
NpoIecuTe Ha JOHECyBame
OIUTyKM  Ha MaJIIUHCTBATa BO
npamamaTa WMTO MY
npunaraart Ynen 15
oa1 PamkoBHara Konpenuuja 3a
3alITUTa Ha MAaJIMHCTBATA).

2. Bpakame Ha mpBarta gopma
Ha (opMymapoT 3a TONMUC Ha
HaceleHHEeTO CO CHTE
Ha3WBH Ha TMPU3HATHUTE
MaJdllOD®WHCTBA aTa

3. Jla ce 06e30eau y4ecTBOTO Ha
VYECHUIIUTE Ha MAIIUHCTBATa
B _ 0
npeOpojyBadykuTe TPyHmu BO
o0iacTUTe Kajae INTO THE Ce
NMOoBeKe CKOHIEHTPHUPAHH.

4. Jla ce o6e30enar mogaTonure
3a HW3jaByaBHC Ha ETHUYKATa
OpHUMDagHOCT H a
IpXXaBjaHUTEe Jga cée

peduieKTUpaaT U PErucTapoT Ha
IpKaBjaHUTE BO
CAyX0u, BO

MAaTHU4YHUTC
KOJOHAaTa

Hamjonamaoct. OBa moara He
caMo Kako motpeba 3a
COCTaBYBame Ha
WHTEeTrpaTUBHATa TOJUTHKA 3a
JUIara mTo My npumnaraar Ha
MaJIIMHCTBATa HO W 3a HUBHO
NpaKTUYHO TMPUMEHYBabE.
OBue numa Tpeba na wmmaar
MOXXHOCT Jla JOKaxaT |
dhopmaHO TOTaI Kora ce 6apa
0J1 HUBHA CTpaHa 3a J0OUBamke
Ha TpaBaTa U CJIO0OJHUTE KOU
My TpumnaraaT co  3aKoOH,
HMBHATa €THUYKA IIPHUIIAIHOC
koja ¢urypupa camMo BO
U3BOJIOT Ha pojeHute. [lopaau
OoBaa IIeJI, MHUCIMME JieKa €
norpebHa W TpoOMeHa Ha
3aKOHOT 3a “MartuuHa
Cnyx6a,, U HHE H3pa3zyBaMme
H a i a
MOJATOTBEHOCT J1a IPHUJI0HECEME
CO HaIIUTe TMpeJIo3h. 3arToa,
NOoOXaTOINLHUTE 3 a
€THUYKATa INPUIAAHOCT Ha
IpXaBjaHUTE Ke Owumar
HEeynoTrpeoOJIuBU BO
OIUMEHYBAammbmeTo
Ha oOpa3oBHaTa TIOJIUTHKA,
KyJATypHaTa, 3/paBCTBEHATA,
NOJNTHUTHUKATa 3 a
CMECTyBam€, jasuyHaTa H
MIPETCTaByBakbeé BO JaBHUOT
JKUBOT Ha 3eMjara.

Hamwurte opranuzanumu
n3pa3yBaaT PEIMIUTETHOCT 3a
3ajlarame W TapaHiifja Ha €JIeH
MporieC Ha TpPaBUJICH, TOYEH,
TpaHCHApPEHTECH u
ceondareH MOTHUC Ha
HaceleHHUETO

OBue Tr10 cocTaByBaar H
TJIABHUOT YCJIOB TIPUMEHYBAHE

Ha YOBEKOBHUTE TIpaBa W
cmiobomm KOM HUM Ce€
3arapaHTUpPaAHHU Ha
MaJIuHCTBaTa €O YCTaB,
MeryHapoJAHU AaKTH H
3aKOHHUTE BO CHJIA.

HpymtBo Ha cpbcko —
IPHOTOPCKOTO  HAI[MOHAJIHO
MajalnuHcTBo “Mopana —
Pozada,,

[TaBno Jakoja

JpyiiTBo HA MaKeJOHCKOTO
mannuacTso “MJIIMHJIEH.,.-
upaHa

Huxouna ['ypraj

JpyiiTBo HA POMCKOTO
MaianuHcTso “AMAPO
JAPOM,,

Ckennep Benny
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We, the representatives of the as-
sociations of national minorities -
Macedonian, Serbian and Monte-
negrin, and Roma - recognized by
the Albanian state, initiated by the
next census to be held in April
2010, which will include ethnic,
religious and linguistic issues re-
garding Albania, are announcing
that we have established a mutual
working group with representa-
tives of associations of our minori-
ties, whom will monitor the whole
process of organization and reali-
zation of the census questions be-
longing to minorities. This group
will be authorized to communi-
cate with state authorities on the
proposals relating to minorities.

The working group’ s examina-
tion of past work and the process
of preparation of the census of the
population notes several serious
misunderstandings  which  are
made part of preparation of the
questionnaire and use the results
of this census, arising from these
issues. Thus, after meetings with
INSTAT and the Central Commit-
tee of general census of the popu-
lation with the associations of mi-
norities on the contents of the
form, all proposals made by civil
society organizations will be
adopted to amend the first form.

At the same time we have come to
the conclusion that radical
changes were made without any
consultation with us, regarding the
issues of ethnicity in the first form,
in paragraph 9 of the “Person”

section, containing "What is the
ethnic group to which you be-
long", where the only options are
listed as "Albanian" and "other".
This neglected to offer choices to
Greek, Macedonian, Serbian,

Montenegrin, Roma and Vlach
minorities, recognized by the Al-
banian state. We believe that this
offense is committed in interna-
tional and internal norms to com-
bat discrimination, specifically
anti-discrimination legislation and
the Framework Convention will
(Council of Europe) For the protec-
tion of national minorities".

Taking into consideration the re-
alization of a modern census and
the full protection of human and
minority rights and freedom, de-
termined by national legislation
and norms of international con-
ventions ratified by the Albanian
state, we the associations of mi-
norities

request:

1. To appoint one member in the
Central Committee of registration
(census) of the population be-
longing to the State Commission
for Minorities or proposals; of the
newly formed working group of
minority associations, effectively
promoting equality and participa-
tion in decision-making on minor-
ity issues they belong to (Article 15
of the Framework Convention for
the protection of minorities).

2. Return the first form in the form
of a census of all names of recog-
nized minorities.

3. To ensure the participation of
minority participants in the count-
ing groups in areas where they are
more concentrated.

4. Provide data on the ethnicity of
citizens and to be noted in na-
tional registry offices, under the
column nationality. This comes
not only as a need for making in-
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Upcoming Albanian Census

tegrative policy for persons be-
longing to minorities, but also
for their practical application.
These people should be able to
prove formally their ethnic affilia-
tion at will according to the
rights and freedoms they have
under the law. For this purpose,
we think we need to amend the
law for "Birth Registry", while si-
multaneously we offer our readi-
ness to contribute to our pro-
posals.

Therefore, data regarding the
ethnicity of citizens will be unus-
able in determining educational,
cultural, health, or housing poli-
cies, as well as language and
representation in public life.

Our organizations express com-
mitment and determination to
guarantee a process that will be
correct, accurate, transparent
and comprehensive.

These include the application of
any human rights and freedoms
that are guaranteed to minori-
ties by the Constitution, interna-
tional laws and the laws in force.

Association of Serbian and
Montenegrin national minority
"Moraca Rozafa"

Pavlo Jakoja

Association of the Macedonian
minority "llinden"—Tirana
Nikola Djurdjaj

Association of the Roma minor-
ity, "Amar Movement"
Skender Veliu




On 20" October 2010 I had an en-
counter with the  notorious

"consultant” and “expert” on
the Greek perspective on the

“Macedonian question” , Evange-
los Kofos. He had been invited to
speak at a conference in Skopje, the
capital city of the Macedonian re-
public.

My initial reaction upon hearing that
he would be in Skopje was one of
sheer disbelief. Why, I asked myself,
had he been invited? What was
there to be gained? Do the organis-
ers of the conference not know who
he is and what he represents? I was
furious! However as a keen follower
of Macedonian affairs, I must admit
that I was very curious about the
latest thoughts of Greece’ s chief
'academic’  propagandist of the
last few decades. Thus, together with
a few fellow enthusiasts, I attended
the session of the NATO Parliamen-
tary Assembly’ s Rose-Roth Semi-
nar where Kofos and others spoke.

During one of the coffee breaks we
were presented with an opportunity
to meet the “esteemed profes-
sor" from Greece. We contem-
plated whether we should approach
him and argued amongst ourselves:

s there any point to engaging
with him?”  “Wel| he is an aca-
demic after al| isn” the?” “No he
isn” t not really” "Maybe he' |l
listen to reason?” etc.In the end we
came to a resolution: “Aide aa
vidime shto kje kazhe!” And so we
approached him during one of the
breaks, just as he was sipping on his
coffee. Although the coffee was not
the “Flliniko” that 1 imagine he is
accustomed to, nevertheless, he
seemed to be enjoying it. “Wel,
our conversation with him will soon
fix that” , someone in our group
quipped. After the customary intro-
ductions we got down to business

Polite Yet Deceptive, Greek Yet “Macedonian’:
Impressions of Evangelos Kofos in Skopje

and asked him some of the ques-
tions that he and indeed the Greek
state have consistently refused to
answer.

We presented him with a copy of
the 1920 Greek census results in
which the Macedonian language
(not "Slav-Macedonian” , not

"Slavic”  language, not “Slavic”
idiom) is listed as a language spoken
by some of the population in
Greece. Parts of the official census
results were published and therefore
officially recognised by the Greek
state. Kofos was clearly unsettled. He
put on his reading glasses and said
with a slight accent, “ZLet me have a
look” . After a very quick scan he
paused and claimed, 7 am un-
aware of this” . We all smiled and
chuckled ironically, knowing that he
is indeed very aware of the existence
of this ‘explosive’ document (in
fact, in all likelihood he was one of
first to have examined the docu-
ment in the Greek archives decades
ago). ‘OK” ,wesaid, “Wel| here it
is, you are now aware of it Does this
not render invalid all of your argu-
ments about Tito  “Inventing”  the
language in 1944 and the so-called

‘non-existence”  of the Macedo-
nian language in Greece?” He
quickly dismissed the contents of
the document saying, much to our
astonishment, “Wel| you must un-
derstand, that at that time any refer-
ence to Macedonian was geo-
graphic in nature.” 1 smiled and
responded,  ‘Geographic? I beg
your pardon. Mr Kofos we are talk-
ing about languages. That is the
question on the census. Greek, Ser-
bian and Bulganian are listed as
separate languages along side Ma-
cedonian on this document.” Kofos
stood there in silence, a tacit admis-
sion on his part, one might say. After
a little more debate he did what Ms
Gay McDougall, the UN Independ-

By David Vitkov

57&In=en

Photo sourced from www.fon.edu.mk/novost.aspx?cid:

Evangelos Kofos

ent Expert on Minonty Issues,
suggested Greece should do in
relation to the debate over
whether a Macedonian minority
exists in Greece: he withdrewand
simply walked away, for he had
been defeated and his lies had
been exposed.

Following our encounter, Kofos
entered the conference hall and
delivered his presentation and
attempted to in his words,

“define the various elements of
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the [Macedonian] problem” . He
started out by saying that he was a

‘native of Macedonia” referring
to the fact that he originates from
the town of Voden (Edessa in Greek)
and that he indeed indentifies as a
"Macedonian” as do others in the
various parts of Macedonia in
Greece. He claimed that thisis  “the
key to enter the labyrinth of our

‘name issue” .” While he was
straight to the point, articulate and
very clear in his exposition, I doubt
that Kofos convinced the audience
(made up of Macedonians and an
assortment of foreigners) to accept
his position that because there are
ethnic Greeks who add the word
“Macedonian” as a “regional-
cultural”  qualifier to their primary
ethno-national identity — marker
( "Greek” ), somehow legitimises
the attempts of the Greek state to
take away the human right of Mace-
donians to self-identify. Indeed, fol-
lowing his speech a series of ques-
tions followed from the audience
and at one point Kofos clearly forgot
himself. In response to a question on
the number of the “Macedonian
Speakers in Greece” , Kofos stated
that ‘there is no statistical data
available” (how could there be
such data in a country so racist that it

refuses even to acknowledge the
existence of any ethnic minori-
ties!?) — none-the-less, this was an
implicit admission that such a lan-
guage does in fact exist in Greece
and is of course quite contrary to
his usual, and Greece' s official,
stance!

And so after a few more very perti-
nent and well put questions which
he evaded answering in a satisfac-
tory manner, a tired looking Kofos
concluded his presentation. A feel-
ing of ambivalence came over me
after listening to Kofos and part of
me began to think that his visit may
have been of some use after all. He
basically confirmed what many of
us knew all along; Greece’ s

"problem”  with the name of the
Macedonian state is only the tip of
the iceberg. Just below the surface
ofthe “official” name of the state

"negotiations” , there is an inten-
ton to also interfere with the
ethno-cultural identity of Macedo-
nians. Notably, Kofos only men-
tioned the issue of the name of the
state per se, very briefly. Put simply,
Kofos and the Greek state, also
want to redefine the Macedonian
people and the Macedonian lan-
guage. This has not gone unno-

NOKAJTHU U PETUOHAJTHU N3BOPU BO NrPUNJA

BuHoxcumo npec, cpeda 18 Hoemepu 2010

Bo wm3bopute 33  NIOKa/Ha
CaMoynpaBa, KoM ce peanmsmpaa
BO ABa Kpyra, 7 un 14 Hoemspw,
BMCTUHCKM nobeaHuK Ha
Macaykata KyTMja ce MOKaxKa
rNasBHO naptujaTa
Ha ,,Hen3ne3eHocT,, . He e cayyajHo
A e K a c e
pebnektMpa ,HEMOXKHOCTA,, 3a
AKTMBHO Y4eCTBO BO MOIUTUYKUTE
paboTM Ha eaeH ronem Aen og,
rpafaH1Te Ha HalliaTa 3emja.

,fomnesHute  360poBM,  Ha

NapTUCKUTE  /MOEPCTBa  Ha
nap/laMeHTapHUTe  MapTuM, o
NOBTOpPYBaaT  MPEHECYBaHbETO-

NPOAO/PKEHVETO HA  MpasHUTE
MapPTUCKN PacrpaBuM BO TEKOT Ha
npeay3bopHMOT Nepuro, BO Noc/ie-
M36OPHMOT MOIMTUYKL MPEOen co
pesyntatute. E  npupoaHo
NPOAO/IKEHNE HAa edHa cuTyaumja
Kage LUTO 3emjaTta M OMLTECTBOTO
Ce HaofaaT BO MO/MTMYKA ,KOMa,,
n o p a il n
NO/IMTUYKOTO ,,BOCTIUTYBaH-E NPEKY
BPCKW,, BO TEKOT Ha BPEMETO, Ha

Polite Yet Deceptive, Greek Yet “Macedonian”:
Impressions of Evangelos Kofos in Skopje Continued

ticed in Macedonia; it has created
some anger and there is now little
doubt in my mind, that Kofos" last
two visits to Macedonia, have actu-
ally contributed to an ever growing
rejection by Macedonians of the
“name negotiations”  with Greece
(recent polls implicitly indicate that a
clear majority of Macedonians now
want an end to them) - which ex-
plains my ambivalence about the
usefulness of Kofos'  visits.

For those in Macedonia and abroad
who claim that the ethno-cultural
identity issue has been “invented”
and that the sole issue at hand is the
name of the state have been em-
phatically proven wrong. This may
seem like an obvious point to many
Macedonians in the Diaspora, how-
ever a significant number of Mace-
donians here in Macedonia still
doubt that the ultimate aim of the
Greek state is to wipe out the iden-
tity of Macedonians in every sphere
and Kofos' visits have contributed
to dispelling this doubt.

David Vitkov
International Coordinator for the
AMHRC.

MOYETOKOT  Ha
EKOHOMCKa  Kpu3a M Ha
MUHAMA/IHOTO  MHPOPMUPAHLE,
pas3roBoOp, AMjanior BO BPCKa CO
HOBMOT 3aKOH 3a JIOKa/HaTa
camoynpasa ,,KanmKkpatmc,,.

CepUO3HaTa

WcTo Taka nobeam ,,HeM3neseHocT,,
buaejkn He nocroewe
TTepHaTMBHA MO/MTUYKA ONUyja,
CO HE3ABMCHW KaHOMAATCKN JIUCTU
Janeky o4 Map/iaMeHTapHUTe
napTMm, BO  BpCKa €O
CaMoynpaByBa4ykM  HE3aBUCHM
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JIOTKN n o4, CTpaHa Ha
UEeHTPa/IHata B/1aCT U 04, CTPpaHa Ha

MapTUCKOTO  CTapaTesiCTBO,  HO
MaBHO  6uaejkM  ydecTyBaa
KaHAWAATCKM  JINCTU Ha
PEXVMCKMTE  MAp/JIAMEHTapHUTE
napTUm.

O6bWYHO  MCKAyYyouMTE O

NoTBPAYBAAT NPABWIOTO W1 3aT0A He
€ UIYYajHO LUTO Ha ABeTe roemu
OnNwTMHM Ha AapKaeata, ATMHaA U
ConyH, ,,ce Harpaawuja,,
KaHamaature [joproc KammHuc m
MoaHHMC bByTapuc, Kom BO TEKOT Ha
npeansbopHuoT nepuog
npeseHTMpaa oOf, eaHa CTpaHa
noBeKe He3aBMCHW JIOMMKN-CTaBOBM
32 pa3MKa O4  PEXMMCKUTE
Nap/laMeHTapHUTEe MapTMKM U oA,
Apyra CTpaHa [MlaBHO nopaau
NO3UTUBHOTO NOANTUYKO
PasMUCyBakbe M MPaAKTUKA Ha
OBME KaHOMAATU BO MpeTXogHuTe
TOOVHW.

E.CA. —B1HOXUTO, He yyecTByBaLLIE
BO u3bopuTe 33  JIOKa/Ha
CaMOoynpaBa Kako MapTuja co CBOM
KaHauaaTckn mctv. Tyka Tpeba aa
ce poobjacHM [Aeka BO Ipuuja,
COMA/ICHO CO 3aKOHOT 33 JIOKA/THM U
PEMOHA/IHM M360PK, KaHaMaATUTE
Mopa fga bupar  odumjanHo
HE3aBMCHM Og, NapTuuTe. MNoBeKkeTo
KaHOMOATM MMaaT MoApLUKa oA,
oApeaeHa napTuja, Wn o, noBeke
napmm (Tyky HeodumuumjanHa), a
cenak gocrta og, HMb ce cocema
He3aBuCHW.  KaHgupator 33
odpefeHa onwTuHa Tpeba pAa
obesbeg myna og 3 — 5
KaHOMAATM Of, Herosata /MCTa 3a
CeKOe HacesleHO MecTo  Koe
npynafa Ha Taa OMWTMHA. TaKa
efleH KaHOMAAT 3a MPaAOHAYa/THUK
Ha JleprH Ha npumep, Ke Tpeba 3a
[ MOXe [1a Y4eCTBYyBa, Aa Hajae 3 —
5 nyfe Bo cekoe 0a,40TMHa cena Kou
npunaraat  BO  JIEPUHCKaTa
OnLUTMHA, Nayc 33 nyfe KoM Ke ja
COuYMHyBaar odunumnjanHata
KaHOMAOATCKA /MCTa 33 Camata
onwThHa. Toa 3HaYM AeKa CeKoj
KaHamaat 3a nepuH Tpeba Aa
06e36eam M1HMMYMm 200 nyfe Koe
Ke ce KaHaMaaTMpaar nog, Herogara
KaHamaatypa. Toa e MHOry cKana
npoueaypa " ronemo
OrpaHWYyBatbe 33  HEe3aBUCHUTE
KaHOMOA™M MAM 33 KaHauaatume

JlokanHu n Pernonannum NU3bopwu Bo MNpumja Continued

KOU 1 NoAPXKyBaaT MasiiTe Natun.

Ho cenak BuHoxwuTO Cce 0bmae Bo
PaMKUTE KOW Ce OnuLlyBaaT BO
npeansbopHOTO NOJINTUYKO
objaByBarbe oa 26.10.2010 ga m
NoBUKa YyseHOoBUTE "
CMMNATU3EpPUTE Ha NapTMjaTa ga

«...210Cam 30 s1yée-IU4HOCMU Kou

ydecmysaam 60 b6usio  Koja
KaHOUOOMCKa /Uucma 8p3 OcHOBA
HO  Kpumepuymume Kou au
oopedysa noaumuykama
udeosi02uja-no3uyuja Ha
BuHoxumo cume  osue
200UHU...lo0 osue pamMKu, 00 eoHa
CMpaHa e 3Ha4ajHa MopanHaMa
uesnocm Ha 6u10 Koj KaHouoam 3a
0a ce 2510ca 30 He20 U 0a yyecmysa
80 30e0Hu4KUMe pabomu. OO
Opy2a  cmpaHa, OCHOB€EH
npedycnos 3a 0a ce 21aca 3a
KaHouoam e  Hezosuom
UOeosioWwKU  jaseH Cmas OKosy
npasama Ha emHU4YKO
MakedoHyU 60 pe2uoHanHo U
HAUUOHAsIHO HUBO 80 lpuyujax.

OcBeH ycrnexoT-1360poT Ha A0CTa
KaHOMAaTM Kon 6ea m3bpaHu BO
ceBepHa [pumja, BO permoHuTe
Kage kveear MaKkeaoHum Kou ja
ammnatmsmpaatr  E.CA.-BUHOXKMTO
YYECTYBajKM BO  PasHM  JIUCTW,
n3bopoT Kako [petcepaten Ha
MCTAaKHaATMOT 4yneH Ha
PaKOBOCTBOTO ~ Ha  BuHOXMTO
MaHarjotnc AHactacnaamc —MNaHao
Awnakos BO cenoto OB4apaHu-
Menuty, ceno co Hajronemmot
6poj Ha HaceneHve nocne JlepuH-
®noprHa n CopoBn4-AMMHTEO BO
NepUHCKaTa  OKO/MMja,  [aBea
MOMKHOCT BMHOXMTO Ha yyecTyBa
aKTMBHO BO MOJIUTUYKUTE PaboTK
BO PEMVIOHOT BUAEJKM. ..

«.onwmo  cviemame  OeKa
HOUUOHQ/THOMO HO3HAYY8AHE HA
2P02aHU €O MAKEOOHCKA eMHUYKA
csecm 0asa MOXHOCM 34 ywime
rModo6po-1o KOPUCHO y4ecmeo Ha
6uno  Koj  epadaHUH 60
30e0HU4KUMe  pabomu  oKosty
CamMoyrpasysa4KUmMe rosiumuKu».

NO/MTUHKUOT CEKPETAPUIAT
HA BUHOXKUTO
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Local and regional elections
were held in Greece over two
rounds on 7" and 14™ No-
vember 2010.

The results were overshad-
owed by a low voter turnout,
thus reflecting the state of
apathy prevailing in political
affairs in the country. The low
voter turnout can also be at-
tributed to the fact that there
were no viable alternatives,
independent of the current
major political parties. Also
absent were policies ad-
dressing local needs which
can be attributed to the fact
that candidates were
‘appointed’ by the major par-
liamentary parties operating
nationally in Greece.

Ordinarily the exceptions
confirm the rule and thus it
was no coincidence that the
two largest municipalities in
the country, Athens and
Thessaloniki/Solun were
‘rewarded’ with the election of
Georgos Kaminis and loannis
Butaris respectively, both of
whom throughout the election
campaign presented some-
what independent policy
ideas and proposals different
from the parliamentary politi-
cal parties.

The European Free Alliance

Local and Regional Elections in Greece
EFA-Rainbow Press Release — 18/11/2010

— Rainbow (Vinozito), the
political party of the Mace-
donian minority of Greece,
did not participate in these
elections with their own lists
of candidates due to the fact
that in Greece, by law, can-
didates for local and re-
gional elections must offi-
cially be independent of po-
litical parties. Most candi-
dates however have the un-
official support of a party or
parties, although of course
there were also some genu-

inely independent candi-
dates. An electoral list in a
given municipality

(comprising of a group of
villages, inhabited places
etc) must secure three to
five candidates for each in-
habited place belonging to
the municipality. For exam-
ple, in the Municipality of
Florina/Lerin, an electoral
list must be comprised of
three to five people from
each of the 40 or so villages
which belong to the munici-
pality, plus 33 candidates for
the municipal council itself.
Therefore every electoral list
must secure a minimum of
200 persons as candidates,
thus making it a difficult and
expensive task for inde-
pendent and minor parties.

Nevertheless, despite the

TE

mentioned  circum-
stances, EFA-Rainbow did
call upon its members and
supporters to vote for candi-
dates whose views are com-
patible with those of the party
and of course who, as a ba-
sic precondition, recognise
the rights of the Macedonian
ethnic minority in Greece. In
addition to the election of nu-
merous candidates support-
ing the abovementioned con-
dition throughout Northern
Greece, one of the biggest
victories was in the village of
Meliti/Ovchareni where
Panayotis Anastasiadis
(Pando Ashlakov) was
elected President. As is well
known, Mr  Anastasiadis
(Ashlakov) is an active mem-
ber of the leadership of the
EFA-Rainbow.

above

All elected candidates will
serve a five year term until
the next local and regional
elections in 2015.

The Political Secretariat of
Vinozhito/EFA Rainbow
18/11/2010
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About the AMHRC

Established in 1984 the Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee is a nongovernmental organization that informs and advocates to govern-
ments, international institutions and broader communities about combating discrimination and promoting human rights. Our aspiration is to ensure
that Macedonian communities and other excluded groups throughout the world are recognised, respected and afforded equitable treatment.

AMHRC Team Members

Steve Christov Business Manager
Ljubica Durlovska Media Liaison Officer/Editor of AMHRC Review
Tase Filipov Treasurer
Jason Kambovski Vice President
Sasha Nackovski Political Liaison Officer
Vasko Nastevski Secretary
Nick Partaloski Special Projects Manager
Dr Chris Popov Macedonian Media Liaison Officer
Peter Sarbinov Deputy Secretary
Alex Stankovski Office Manager
Chris Terpos Marketing Manager
Jim Thomev Columnist for AMHRC Review
John Tsiglev Members’ Representative
David Vitkov International Co-Ordinator (Skopje office)
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Related organisations

AMHRC is part of an international Macedonian network, that spans Australia, North America and Europe including:

Address Suite 106, Level 1
\\gﬁNAN MACEDG,~ 55 Flemington Rd
v W North Melbourne, 3051
AN ]—[ { Telephone 61 3 9329 8960
e 2 X Email info@macedonianhr.org.au
hayy Riskrs Com\“w“‘ Website www.macedonianhr.org.au
Address Stephanou Dragoumi 11
i PO Box 51, 53100 Florina/Lerin,
= e Greece
& i o Telephone +30 23850 46548
s Email vinozito@otenet.gr or
EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE rainbow@yvinozito.gr
RAINBOW Website WWW.Vinozito.gr
Address 157 Adelaide St. West, Suite 434
Toronto, Canada M5H 4E7
Telephone 1416 850 7125
Email info@mhrmi.org
MACEDONIAN HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT INTERNATIONAL website WWWmhrmlOrg
Address Bulgaria, Blagoevgrad 2700
Zk ‘Elenovo’ bl 6 v. Bar. 6
p-k. Mechkaroovi
Email omo _ilinden_pirin@yahoo.com
Website www.omoilindenpirin.org

|H BR EDFHJ Website

novazora.gr
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