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Macedonians Demand End to Name Negotiations

MHRMI and AMHRC—
Toronto, Canada and Mel-
bourne, Australia (August 19,
2010)

Macedonians in the Republic of
Macedonia, and throughout the
world, are showing overwhelm-
ing support for the "Our Name
IS Macedonia” ad campaign,
which demands that Macedonia
end all negotiations with
Greece over its name.

Ads are appearing in print and
online editions of major news-
papers, television commercials
are airing, billboards in the cen-
tre of Skopje are going up, and
hundreds of thousands of flyers
are being distributed through-
out the country.

MHRMI and AMHRC will also
hold its third press conference
announcing another update to
the campaign.

However, some Macedonian
media outlets have decided to
ignore the message of the ad
campaign and publish articles
attacking the Macedonian Dias-
pora for initiating it, and even
criticizing the child that ap-
pears in the ad in a desperate
attempt to detract from the
message. They have decided to
continue their own campaign of
scare-mongering, trying to con-
vince the Macedonian public
that a name change is necessary
in order to enter NATO and the
EU.

This ad campaign is not about
embracing or rejecting NATO
and EU membership. It is about
finally putting an end to the
nonsensical "name negotia-
tions".

The focus never should have
been on Macedonia to compro-
mise its own name and identity.
The focus should be on NATO,
the EU, and its member-states up-
holding their principles, support-
ing and recognizing Macedonia.
NATO and the EU should repri-
mand Greece for handcuffing
them based on its xenophobic
policies.

Countries that have recognized
Macedonia must publicly support
it and not call for "compromise".

The first UN mediator for the
name dispute, Robin O'Neil, said
that "Macedonia must not and
will not change its name in order
to appease Greece. If Macedonia
succumbs to pressures and
changes its name, such events
will only give more firepower to
Greece until it reaches its final
goal - Macedonia to vanish from
the map."

Even changing the name bilater-
ally would change it permanently
everywhere. Countries that have
recognized Macedonia have said
"If a bilateral solution is reached,
we will abide by that decision
and use the new name for Mace-

donia".

By continuing the negotiations,
we are telling the world "we will
change our name". We have the
power to end this. 127 countries
have recognized Macedonia, in-
cluding 4/5 United Nations Se-
curity Council members. Stop
negotiating our own name.

MHRMI and AMHRC call on
Macedonians, in the Republic of
Macedonia and abroad, to join
our call for Macedonia to imme-
diately cease name negotiations
and demand immediate interna-
tional recognition.

To view the ad campaign online,
please visit:

Our Name is Macedonia

www.mhrmi.org/
our_name_is_macedonia

To put a banner on your website,
please visit:

www.mhrmi.org/
our_name_is_macedonia/web




MakegoHuuTe 6apaaT NpeKuH Ha NperoBopuTe 3a UMETOo

TopoHTO, KaHaga n MenbypH,
ABCTpa)'IVI_]a (19 aBrycr, 2010)

MakenoHunte on Penybnuka
MakenoHuja n o UennoT CBeT
[a[oa OrpoMHa nopaplika 3a
pekfaMHaTa KaMnama
"HaweTto ume e MakeaoHwuja",
CO KOja wTo ce 6apa
MakenoHuja 4a M MpeKuHe
cuTe nperosopw co lpumnja 3a
cCBOE€ET n M e .

PeknamMHu 6GaHepu ce
nojaByBaaT BO MevyaTeHUTE U
MHTEepHeT wu3JaHWja Ha
norosiemMmTe BEeCHUUM, cCe
eMuTyBaaT TeNeBU3UCKMU
eknamm, ce nocTaByBaaT

ce cTaBwu Kpaj Ha
bescMucneHnTe "nperosopu 3a
7 M e T o}

MakenoHuMja BOOMWTO He Tpe6a
ha ce doKycMpa Ha npaBere
KOMMPOMWUC 3a COMCTBEHOTO MMe
M naeHTnTeT. MakegoHuja Tpeba
na ce CbOKYCI/Ipa Ha
3ayneHysawe BO HATO,
3aysneHyBamwe BO EY, Ha
NouYNTyBare Ha MPUHLMNUTE Ha
KOW LWTO Ce 3acCHOBaHW oOBUe
opraHuMsaumum, Kako U Ha
bapawe noaapwka 3a
npusHaBawe nNoa WMETO
Peny6nuka MakeaoHuja. HATO v
EY Tpeba ma u' ynaTtat jaBHa
KpuUTuka Ha [pumja 3apagn Toa
WTO CTaHaa 3al0XHWUUM Ha

mpwuWsHaAaa
MaKeﬂ,OHVI_]a
Benat: "[IOKONKY ce MoCTUrHe
bunaTepanHo pelueHue, Hue Ke
ja nounTyBaMe Taa oanyka U Ke
ro KOpuUCTMME HOBOTO MMe 3a
M akepagoHWMW]ja'"

Co npoponxyBawe Ha
nperoBopute, HWE camuTe My
“3jaByBaMe Ha CBETOT Jeka "Ke
ro’ CMeHuMe HaweTto ume". Hue
camuTe MMaMe MOK jaa My
CTapMMe Ha oBa Kpaj. 127 3emju
BEeKe ja uMMaaT npusHaTo
MakegoOoHMja noan WMETO
Penybnuka MakepoHwuja,
BKJIy4yBajKu U 4 o4 5 nocrtojaHu
yneHkn Ha CoBeTOoT 3a

mn6op,u,m BO LEHTapoT Ha Hej3nHaTa KCceHodobuuHa b6e3begHocTt npu ObeauHeTUTE
Ckonje, a U HEKOoNKYy CTOTUHU nonTuKa. Hauun. TlpeknHeTe MU
nnjapwu neTtTouwu ce nperoBopuTe 3a HAWEeTo UuMe.
ANCTpubyupaHn Hu3
uesarTa 3eMja. T T 7 n =l MMAYIT wu AMKYI
S A Ay ol ' bapaat of cuTe
MMAOYN w AMKYN || 2 = &R “ I MakeaoHUW BO
Ke ja oapXaT UM [ %, 0 e 0t by s N o LA Peny6nwnka
cBojaTa TpeTa npec- | ¢ :“;, Al 1 T W MakefAoHMU]a n
KOoH(epeHupnja  Ha | ‘“/.. o T % I poreans CTpaHCTBO, Jda ce
Koja WTo K& 6uaart by g \'3:?";:;-'”_ 7 g, ' npuapyxart Ha
N3HEeCeHW HajHoBUTE ¥ : il V-3 apamweToO

MHdpopmauumn BO

BpPCKa co
Kamnarara.

MHaky, Hekowu
MaKeagOHCKMN
MeaANnyMMU ce
oanyuvja pa ja
MrTrHOpUpaart
nopakarTa oa
peKknaMHaTa
KaMnatma 7
ob6jaByBaa cTaTumn

co KOou wTo ce

MakegoHuja BegHal
aa m npekuHe
nperosopuTte 3a
MMeTo n ga nobapaart
HeonaNnoXHOo
MeryHapoaHO
| npusHaBamwe noa
MMeTo Penybnuka
MakeagoHMU]ja.

3a fJa ce nortnuuerte,
Wnn 3a aa ja Buaute
peKnaMHarTa
Kamnara,  rnocetere

H a n a  a

MaKeAoHCKaTa JAujacnopa 3a
oOBaa MvHuUMjaTMBa, a BO
oyajHuykm obua npma ce
NOTLEHN OCHOBHOTO 6Oapame
Ha KamnawaTa Cu A03BOSMja
Aypu n aa ynaTtaT KpUTUKKU 3a
JeTeTo Koe LWWTO ce rnojaByBa
Ha nocTtepute. Tue oany4duja
Aa npoaosikaT Co  HMBHaTa
CONCTBEHaA KaMnakwa Ha
ceerbe CTpaB, obuayBajku ce
fa ja y6e,u,aT MakeAoHcKaTa
jaBHOCT [feKa rMpoMeHaTa Ha
MMETo e HeonxoAHa 3a fga ce
Bne3e Bo HATO u EY.

OBaa pek/jlaMHa Kamnaka He
ce oaHecyBa Ha npudakame
WM OTKa)kyBahe o[ YIeHCTBO
Bo HATO wn EY. Ce pabotu
camo 3a baparbe KOHEYHO Aa

OpxaBute KoM LWTO BeKe _]a
NnpM3Haa MakenoHuja mMopa aa n'
AaaaT jJaBHa I'IOﬂ..U.pLIJKa a He .u,a

bapaarT KOMNpoOMMUC
MpBnot nocpeaHnk Ha OH 3a
CriopoT okony uMeTo, PobuH
O'Hun nsjasn aeka "MaKe,EI,OHVI_]a
HMKaKo He cMee fAa ro CMeHW
CBOETO MMe 1 Aa u' nonywTn Ha
Mpumnja. Ako TOQ@ Tro cTopw,
Toraw Ipumja Ke nocTaByBa
HOBW N HOBW bapara ce AoAeka
He ja nocTurHe ceojaTa KpajHa
uen, a Toa e MakenoHuja na Ja
cCHeMa oA ManarTa

Oypu n npoMeHa Ha MMeTO caMo
3a bunartepanHa ynotpeba moxe
Ja posene A0 TpajHU MPOMEHMU.
3eMjutTe KoM WITO BeKke ja

"HUKOJ HEMA NPABO AA NPETOBAPA 3AL £
MOETO MME!"  \www.mhmi.org/our name.is. macedonia- ¢
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He' Ha cTpaHuuaTa:
Hawetro mmMe e MakepoHuja

PeknameH nocrtep Ha aHrInUCKu
j a 3 7] K :
www.mhrmi.org/images/
camupalgn..np T

PeknameH nocTtep Ha
MaKeaAOHCKM jasunk:
www.mhrmi.org/images/
campailgn m . pdf

3a pa npesemMeTe pekKaMeH
6aHep M aga ro cCrtaBute Ha
BawWnoT Be6ca_]T MOCETETE ]a

our_name_is_macedonia/web



http://www.mhrmi.org/our_name_is_macedonia
http://www.mhrmi.org/our_name_is_macedonia
http://www.mhrmi.org/our_name_is_macedonia
http://www.mhrmi.org/our_name_is_macedonia
http://www.mhrmi.org/images/campaign_m.pdf
http://www.mhrmi.org/images/campaign_m.pdf
http://www.mhrmi.org/our_name_is_macedonia/web
http://www.mhrmi.org/our_name_is_macedonia/web

Dear editor of 7/e Age

September 16 2010

I read with interest the text about
saving the girl from an arranged mar-
riage dated September 15, 2010.
Even though these events are rare in
modern Macedonia they unfortu-
nately still occur in some rural parts
of the country.

The Government of the Republic of
Macedonia is making efforts to inte-
grate the Muslims inall facets of so-
cial and political life and noticeable
progress has been made to date. For
example, the Muslims and other eth-
nic minorities are part of the Mace-
donian Parliament and all levels of
the government.

We can compare this with so called
"modern democracies” like France
and Italy, both of which are currently
expelling their Roma (a.k.a.
“Gyps1es’% refugees from another EU
member, Romania; while Macedonia
has a Roma representative in its very
Parliament.

It is disappointing that your text
only describes an unfortunate
event and ignores all the good
things and Integration processes
that are happening right now in the
Republic of Macedonia.

| would also like to draw attention
to your writer Paul Millar, who
either still lives in the past by us-
ing the derogatory term “the for-
mer_Yugoslav republic of Mace-
donia” in regard to naming of the
Republic of Macedonia or is _un-
aware how offensive this term is to
all Macedonians.

Please make a note to all writers
and editors in your respected
newspaper to refrain from using
the derogatory “FYROM” termi-
nology. This term is for use only in
the United Nations system™ to
which The AGE newspaper is not
part of.

Over 127 countries in_the World
have recognised the Republic of

Macedonia by its name, including
USA, Canada, India, Russia, China
and New Zealand to name a few,
although Awustralia unfortunately,
is not among them.

Perhaps you would like to write
about this and ask our so called
multicultural government why it is
still held hostage to an irrational
name problem and not recognising
the Republic of Macedonia by its
name: Republic of Macedonia?

Regards,

Goran Babusku
Bsc. E.Eng
Ivanhoe, VIC

Goran Babusku is a valued supporter of the AMHRC and we would like to encourage more of our members to find the time to
become active and write letters on behalf of our community.




"WHO GAVE YOU THE RIGHT
T0 HEGOTIME

Do not be deceived by the terms international, bilateral, constitutional’
- Change it once, even bilaterally, and it will be changed everywhere

- Do you want to be called ‘Nerthern Macedonian, Vardarian, ‘Skopjan’
or simply Macedonian?

We applaud the Macedonian government for saying “Ie will not change our name’,
but by negotiating we are telling the world “We will change our name”

- No dual-name. Greece is the only country that objects to our name. It is not our problem.
No bilateral or international "solution" is needed

- Countries that have recognized Macedonia have said "If a bilateral solution is reached,
we will abide by that decision and use the new name for Macedonia *

- Any change to our name is unacceptable, even ‘qualifiers’like Demoacratic or ‘Northern'
in front of ‘Republic of Macedonia: We would be known everywhere as ‘Northern Macedonia’
and ‘Northern Macedonians, who speak ‘Northern Macedonian’

WE ARE WINNING. 127 COUNTRIES HAVE RECOGNIZED MACEDONIA,
INCLUDING 4/5 UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS.
WE HAVE THE POWER TO END THIS. STOP NEGOTIATING OUR OWN NAME.

Prior to 1988, Greece’s policy was that Macedonia did not exist. Then it

renamed ‘Northern Greece’ to ‘Macedonia’ Now suddenly Macedonia is Greek?

As former Greek Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis admitted in 1995,

the reason Greece objects to our name is to deny the existence and
persecution of its large Macedonian minority

Macedonians in the Balkans are fighting for their human rights as
Macedonians, nothing else

REMEMBER: ITIS A LIE THAT A COMPROMISE WILL SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS
WITH GREECE. ITWILLJUSTSTRENGTHEN GREECE'S POSITION TOWARDS ITS
FINAL GOAL: TO ERASE MACEDONIANS FROM HISTORY, THE PRESENT AND FUTURE.

We are Macedonian! Do you want to go down in history
as the people who changed our name and identity?

What gives the EU and NATO the right to ask you
to sell out your identity?

- The EU and NATO are violating their own principles and laws by asking us to change our name
- Do not give in to scare tactics from Greece and media reports that Macedonia
will ‘collapse’ without EU & NATO membership
- Look at the current economic crisis in Greece
- Scare-mongering is being used to get Macedonia to change its name

Greece is holding the EU and NATO hostage
Despite overwhelming support for Macedonia’s NATO membership,
Greece was permitted to use its veto power against Macedonia
- Greece lied about its economic situation, and now the rest of the EU is
being forced to bail them out

The European Union cannot allow its member-states to be
handcuffed by Greece's xenophobic policies. Recognize Macedonia.
- If the EU and NATO insist on a name change, what other concessions will they ask for?
- By continuing the negotiations, we are telling the world “we will change our name”
- Stop negotiating our own name

Common sense. Would any other country negotiate its own name?

- Should the US state of Georgia demand that the Republic of Georgla change its name?
Should the Belgian province of Luxembourg demand that {uxembourg change its name?

THE MOST BASIC HUMAN RIGHT IS
SELF-IDENTIFICATION.

THE MACEDONIAN PEOPLE MUST TELL THEIR GOVERNMENT TO
STOP NEGOTIATING OUR NAME.

DEMAND AN END TO ‘FYROM’ REFERENCE.
DEMAND IMMEDIATE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION.

MACEDOMEAN HILIHAM MOHTE SCVEMENT BTIMMA TN s

www. mhrmi.org
WAN HUAA GHTS COMMTTEE NC

ALSTREALIAN MACED
Www mecednnlaahiory av

and other Macedonian organizations - www.mhrmi.org/owr_name_i_macedonia

OUR RNAME IS MAGEDOHIA



BOPBATA 3A MAKEOOHUJA NMPOAOOITXYBA

Konky 6u cakan Aa Hanvwam geka
MakenoHuja e 6e3begHa, curypHa m
npocnepuTeTHa pApxasa W [Aeka
HMKOj oA Hac He Tpeba Ja ce rpuxu
3a HejsnHaTa cygbuHa. 3a xan, Toa
He € Taka. MakegoHunja oBue
neHosu npocnaeu ckopo 20 rogmHu
0f, He3aBMCHOCTa HO MPOJOSIKyBa
Aa byuan onkpyxxeHa co Henpujaténm
M, WTO € HajonacHo, pfa oOGugn
noTkonysaHa ofjBHaTpe CO
AOMalWHW HemnmpujaTtenu u
nnateHuun. danu akefoHuja
BCYLLUHOCT ce Haora Bo cocroj6a Ha
nepmaHeHTa BojHa Ke ce obnaam ga
Aajam ogroBop Tyka.

Benat peka MakegoHuja of
He3aBMUCHOCTa [0 [AeHec Hemana
npaBa MakedoHcKa Bnaga. Ywrte o
MOYEeTOKOT HaMecTO & arpecmBHO
HacTanyBake npen MefyHapopHaTta
jaBHOCT co bapare 3a He3aBUCHOCT
M CaMOCTOjHOCT TOralHUTE Briagu
ro msbpaa naToT Ha HaBegHaTa
rnmaBa Kako da ce cpamea Jeka cme
MakegoHUM wmnM Kako LWWTO BenaT
apyrm, TOoTanHo

npoueHT (80-90%) He nomﬁlmyl_aa
npoMeHa Ha nveto 3a Bne3 B0 HATO
n EY pgBe opraHusaumn 3a 3awwTtura
Ha YOBeKOBMWTE Mpasa peluvja ga ce
CnpoTMcTaBaT Ha BakBUTe TEHAEHLNM
M Ja 3anoyHaa efHa of HajcBeTnute
akuMm BO MakedoHcCkaTa uctopuja 3a
3aWTUTa Ha HaWeTo HauMOHarHO
MMe W WOEHTUTeT, UM Co Apyru
360poBM OTBOpWja HOB (PPOHT BO
bopbata 3a HalleTo OncCTojyBaHe
Kako Hapopn. MerfyHapogHoTO
MaKeJOHCKO [BWXKEHE 3a YOBEKOBMU
npasa (MMJﬁJI‘I) CO ceauwTe BO

OPOHTO W”n ABCTpanucko
MaKegOHCKMOT KOMUTET 32 YOBEKOBMU
npasa (AMK4YI) co ceauwTe BO

enbypH CO 3OpyXeHu cunu ja
3anoyHaa kamakaTta 3a MPekMH Ha
nperoBoputTe 3a HalweTo uMe COo
MoTo ,Hwukoj Hema npaBo Aa
nperosapa 3a MOeTO wume-“.
KamnawaTta ckopo BegHax Gele
nogpxaHa of okony 150
opraHu3auun H13 LiennoT CBET U Taa
nogpLlka ce 3ronemyBa CeKoj [AEH.
3a noyeTokoT Oea objaBeHM peknamm

neka Npumte cdpnaat ronemu napu
3a Ja ro ckpwart MopanoT Ha
MaKeJOHCKMOT Hapoa W [da He
HaTepaarT fa ce npegageme U Hue
ovyekyBaBMme [eKa ce pabotn camo
3a BpeMe kora Ke pearnpaaT Ha
Hawara kamnawa. Ha camarta
npec KoHdepeHuunja Oewe
ouurneaHo Jeka Hekou meauu ce
KpajHO HenpujaTenckwu
pacnornoXeHn cnpema Hac npeky
noctaByBawe Ha npawaka W
COMHEeXW feka Auvjacnoparta Hema
npaBo pQda Cceé wMewa BO
BHaTpewHuTte paboTn Ha
MakenoHnuja 6ugejkv amjacnopara
He npasu HULWITO 3a MakegoHuja 3a
pasnuka opf _Aujacnopute  Ha
cocegHuTe 3emju. Toa ce noTBpau
W criegHWTe ‘OeHOBW Kora ce
nojaBuja pas3HU HaNucu u
n3BecTyBaka Ha HEKOW Tenesm3unu
N BECHWUM BO KOW Ce Herupawue
KamnawaTa W nNpuaoHecoT  Ha
Aujacnopata Ha MakegoHwuja. dypu
N efgeH MeauyMm 3a KO MUCneBme
Aeka e NaTpuoTCKU M MpujaTencku

pacnonoxeH Ha

HecnocobHa pga ce
CHajgaT BO  HOBUTE
ycnosu. Mecto pga ro
rmepgaaTt  nNpuUMEpPOT Ha
CnoBeeHunja n XpBaTcka
kon BedHax nobapaa
He3aBUCHOCT n
npusHaeawe 1 aypu 6ea
cnpemHu Oa BojyBaar 3a
TOoa, HawnrtTe
nonuTmyapm ce
obuaysaja pa ja cnacat
Jyrocnasuja. Pesynrat
Ha Toa e Jeka, 1 MoKpaj
MeryHapoaoHuTe
mucnewa  (baguHTtep)
Aeka MakepnoHuja Tpeba
BefHaW na ce npu3Hae
Kako He3aBUCHa ApxaBa
HVe N OeH OeHec Maka
Mayume CO HermpameTo
Ha cocegute U
HajMHOTY, co

ocnopyBaweTo Ha
jYXKHWOT cocep Ha
HaweTo ume, aeHTuTeT
n jasmk. Ce uYMHM peka Hawute
nungepn ro opbpaa natoT Ha
MONyCTNMBOCT BO OOHOC Ha OBOj
coceq W pewwuja ga ro cMeHat
3HaMEeTOo M YCTaBOT W HajBaxkHO, Aa
nperopapaat_ 3a WMeTO Ha
apxapata 6e3 pga ©Oapaart
anTepHaTMBHM naTtuwTa Aoaeka
HaLLMOT jy)KEeH cocep MoKaxyBalle

kpaeH uBpcT cTaB. Bo
MefyHapogHaTa nonutvka Hema
npaBaMHa W MakedOHCKUTe

cojysHuum n npujatenn (HATO, EY
n CAI) HaoraT pgeka pJdeHec e
MOfecHO Aa He npuTucKaaT Hac Aa
ro CMeHMMe_WMMEeTO OTKOMKYy da ja
nputuckaart puuja.

Kako ogroeop Ha BakBaTa nonuTuka
M CO OInea AeKka BO CUTE aHKeTu
MaKe[oHCKMOT Hapod BO OrpoMeH

Ha uenn CcTtpaHnunm BO [OHEBHUTE

BECHULM HEBHUK. U YTPUHCKM
BECHMUK. oToa 6ea ob6jaBeHn
WHTepHeT peknamn BO OHEBHUOT
BeCHWK [HeBHUK Kako n VIHTepHeT
peknama Ha cTpaHuuyata Ha
Tenesusnjata Kanan 5 kako wu
preKnaMHM CnoToBM 3 naTn Ha OeH BO
B nporpamarta npep sectute. Bo
UCTO BpeMe wucTara peknama ce
objaBn Ha 11 6Gunbopanm Hu3
ueHTapor Ha Ckonje co npoLeHka
deka okony 150,000 gywu ke ja
BMaaT nopakata 3a TMpeKknH Ha
nperoBopuTe CEKOj AEH.

MNMoyeTokoT Ha kKamnawarta 6Gelwe
ogbnexaHa M cO KoHgepeHuuja 3a
MeauymmTte ofp)KaHa 3aefHOo co
npeTcepatenotr Ha MakegoHckaTa
anuvjaHca r. Llopy AtaHacocku. Benat

WHOVPEKTEH Ha4uH ja
-i ucMmejyBalle  Hawara
KamMnat a co
objaByBamwe Ha
npomeHeTa peknama
Ha HacnoBHa cTpaHa BO
Koja ce anyaupaie
Aeka auvjacnoparta cu m
CMeHuna nuyHuTe
UMWHA WUTHOPUPAjKN ro
dakTOT geka
KamnawarTa ce
ooHecyBa Ha
HaUMOHaNHOTO a He Ha
NMYHOTO MMe.

BakBoTo opgHecyBahe
ce noetopu M no
OApXYyBaweTo Ha
BTOpaTa KoHdepeHuuja
nog Hacnos ,,Eanm "
3owto Tpeba pa ce
npekuHaT nperoBopute
3a wumeTo“. Ha
KOHdepeHUNjaTa

yyecTtyByBaa npod. Op.
Jbyb6omup Llyuynoscku, M-p JaHKo
baues, npeTcepaTten Ha
HapogHoTo BUXewe 3a
MakegoHuja, r. L‘ngAATaHaCOCKM,
npercegarten Ha akegoHckata
anujaHca, nonuTmMkonoroT npod. -
p. >Xupac [OackanoBcku, T.
AnekcaHpgap [JamoBcCKkM,
nopaHelleH T[naBeH ypeaHUK Ha
Hosa MakegoHuja, Bpeme wu
[HeBHUK, 1 r. CnobogaH Yawwyne,
nopaHeweH MUWHUCTeEp Ha
HagBopewHn pabotn Ha P.
MakepnoHwuja. uTe ydyecHuum
KOHTCTaTMpaja feka nperosopuTe
3a umeto Tpeba BegHa{ pna ce
npekvHaT of uctaTa npuymHa Koja
ja HaBedoOBME M HMe: Kora HeKoj
nperosapa 3a HewTo TOj Aasa
curHanm peka Ke Hanpaswu
(Continued on page 9)
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komnpomuc. Hue, ce pasbupa, He
MOXMW Oa npaBMMe KOMMPOMMKC 3a
HalWeTo HaumoHanHo mme. [oaeka
ogrnacot o HapogoTr Oewe
€KCTPEMHO TMO3UTUBEH WCTUTE
MeOMU TMOBTOPHO ja MpuMeHuja
ucrtata TakTMKa W OLWTPO He
HanagHaa. [naBHata nNpuYKHa,
cnpema HvB, e fAeka Aujacrnopata
He npugoHecyBa 3a MakegoHuja n
Jeka 3apagn Toa He cMmee fda ce
Mewa BO nofnuTMkata Ha
penybnukata . Ha HaweTo
yKaxxyBawe [eka [gujacnoparta
0aBa OrpoOMeEH [OMPUMHEC M Oeka
npobnemMoTr co MMETO M 3acera
cute MakeOoHUM BO CBETOT OBUE
Meaun oAroBopuja co yLiTe noseke
HenpujaTenckn Hanncu.

CTtaHa ounrnegHo geka mopame ga
04roBOpUME Ha OBME Hanagu v Aa
ofpXuMme HoBa KOHdepeHuuja Ha
Tema ,JlonpuHecoT Ha Aunjacnopara
BO MakegoHckata ekoHomuja“. Co
orneag Ha Toa [Jeka besBwme
OOBMHETM Oeka Hawarta Kamnaha
€ opraHuaupaHa_u nnaTteHa of
Bnapata Ha . MakegoHuja
pewnBmMe Aa NOKaHNUMeE He3aBUCHU
eKkcnepTn No_ekoHomuja. YyecHuum
6ea npod. [p. BaH4yo Y3yHOB KOj
Beke y4yecTByBawWwe BO
MerfyHapoAeH TNpoekT 3a
AONPUHECOT Ha JAujacnopute BO
cBouTte 3emju, npod. MAp.
Abpnynvenad BeleTtn, nopaHeLleH
MUWHMCTEpP NO ekoHomuja, M-p [oue
Jocudposcku, nospatHuk o CAL un
AvpeKkTopoT Ha AreHumjata 3a
ncenenmwiteo Ha Bnapata Ha P.
Makepnonuja r. Backo Haywmos.
3akny4oKOT Ha KOHdpepeHLnjaTa
Gewe geka so 2009 r. napute WTO
gvjacnopata v wucnpatuna BO
MakegoHunja wnsHecyBaarT
odhmumjanHo, ‘cnopeq nogarouuTe
Ha Ha HapogHata 6aHka Ha
Penybnuka MakenoHunja (HBPM)
oKofy Munujapaa u cefymgecet w
ceQyM MWMMOHW eBpa HO, cropes
yKaXyBawata Ha MNpUCYTHUTE
ekcneptu, curypHo ce 3a 50%
noronemn. Camo 3a npBuTe net
mMmeceuyn Bo 2010 nocTtowm

AHTACTU4YHO 3ronemMyBake o[
35%. WWTo e HajsaxHO, napuTe of
AvjacnopaTta ucnpateHu Ao
HUBHWUTE CemMejcTBa NpeTcTaByBaaT
aypn 20% op HO v wum
OBO3MOXYyBaaT OMNCTAHOK Ha Hapj
160,000 dhamunun. Belue kaxaHo
W geka Auvjacnoparta npeTtcTaByBa
OrPOMEH M3BOP Ha WHBECTULMM HO
MakeaAOHCKUTe Bnapgwu
TPagMuMOHanHO He BogaT cMeTka
32 OBO] CKOPO HajBakeH CEKTOp Ha
eKoHoMMjaTa. OBpPaTHUKOT  0f
CAL r. JocudoBcku ro npeHece
CBOETO MHOry HeraTMBHO MCKYCTBO
kora ce obugen ga uwHBecTupa BO
MakepnoHuja. bBelue KoHcTaTmMpaHo
Jeka [OujacnopaTa BOrMaBHO uMa

HeraTMBHO WCKYCTBO CO MpOLLECOT
Ha uHBecTMpake BO MakedoHuja u
neka Bnapata TpeGa pa Hanpasu
MHOTy Toa p[a ce [pPOMEHM.
OupektopoTr Ha AreHuunjata 3a
uceneHuum r. HaymoB " HaBege
HEKOMKy MpUMepn ~Ha YyChneLHu
WHBECTMUMM O Aujacnopara, Kako

Ha np. PeHoBa u Bese Lapn.
U H opMmauymnjarta 3a
koHdepeHumjaTa bewe creaeHa of

CcUTEe MaKeLoOHCKM Meaumymun n Gelue
npeHeceHa [oOCTa KOPEKTHO —
ONWTMOT 3akny4yok 6bGewe
Avjacropara MHory AonpuHecysa 3a
eKkoHoMujaTa Ha 3emjaTa #u
HajBepojaTHO ja cnacuna Apxasata
o H6aHKpoT. Mpen dakture n
foroBuTe Monyart, Taka oOBojnart
Hemalle HeraTuUBHW peakuum_u ce
YMHM Oeka oBaa 6uTtka ja gobuBme
nako BOjHaTa nNpoOAoSIXyBa ce
Aofeka He cMe CUTypHU JeKa MMeTo
HeMa fa Hu ce cmeHu. Ce pa3bupa,
HawuTe HenpujaTenu, n BHaATPELLUHW
MW HapgBopewHn, ce pobpo
¢huHaHCHpaHu 1 ycnexoT Ha HawaTta
Kamnaka OMPEeKTHO Ke 3aBucu of
ponpuHecoT Ha cekoj MakepoHed,
Aanu MopanHo U UHaHCUCKN.

Bo MOMEHTOB Kora ce nuulysa OBOj
TEeKCT ce nnaHupa npoJosKyBare
Ha KamnawaTa npeky nevyarewe Ha
200,000 netoum co riopakaTa ,HuKoj
HeMa npaBo Aa nperosapa 3a MOeTo
nme‘, notoa ywTe eaHa npec
KOH(pepeHunja nog Hacnoe ,30LUTO
n pgann Tpeba ga ce  npekuHaT
nperosopute 3a MMeTo“ U peauua
APYrn akTMBHOCTM, MHOTY 0f KOu Ke
3aBuMcarT o4 NapuyHUTE MOXHOCTH.

Cutyauunjata BO MakegoHunja e
MHOTY 4yAHa W HeBepojaTHa.
Jopeka BO cocegHWTe 3eMmju, Kako
BEpojaTHO M BO CUTE 3EMU BO
CBEeTOT, nocTtomn

noBeKkeTo oA Hawute meauymu. Kako
€ MOXHa BakBa [ABOJHOCT Ha
MUCNeweTO Ha HapoaoT U
mMeamymute? Janu meguymuTe, Kako
n cuTe ApyrM nonutuyapyu u jaBHU
NIMYHOCTKN, Ce MOoXebu NoTKyrneHu of
HawwuTte Henpujatenu? Cuté 3Haeme
Aeka pumja TpoLmM OrpoMHM napu BO
CBeTOT a cneuujanHo Bo MakenoHwja
3a [a ro CKpLuM mMoparoT Ha HapoaoT
NpeKy CTpalHMTE MPUKa3HU JeKa ako
He Bneseme Bo HATO wn EY rotoeu
cme. Kage ce maHudectupaar osue
napn? Koj ja HanagHa HawaTa
KaMnawa 3a TMNPEKUH Ha
n eroso’g)me? Mpumte? byrapute?

pbute? AnbaHumte? MHory mManky.
Hajronemmnotr Hanag v npoTuBexse
Aojae oA noronemMunoT Aern Ha HawuTe
Mmeanymu. [Janu moxu of ceto oBa
Ja 3aKnydynume pgeka rpukuTe napu
3aBpwyBaaT BO MeKeOOHCKuTe
megnymu...? LUTO 3HaumM ako Hekoj
nnaka nuMyHocTM kowm paboTtat 3a
nNpoOMeHa Ha HajcBeTOTO Ha eneH
Hapog — waeHTuTetotr? OHa 3a Koe
cme ce bBopene , 3a Koe u3ruHane
unujagHMuM Hawn Gpaka n cecTpu
3a Koe ce MporieaHn peku of KpB”
[ann Toa He e BMA Ha cneuujanHa
BOjHa, Koja He ce BOAM CO MyKakwe K
CO opyxje, 'I";/Ky CO nponaraHga u
NoTKyrnyBaHe”

eHelWwHaTta cuTyauuja BO
akefloHWja Me rnoTceka Ha cnuyHarta
Koja noctoena npeg CTOTUHA rofuHM,
Kora nponaraHguTe Ha OarnkaHckuTe
apxaBu ce 6opene 3a cpuata WU
ymoBute Ha MakegoHuute. Cute
3HaemMe feka umarno cemejctea kora
efeH Opatr ce  wusjacHyBam  Kako
byrapuH, gpyr pk a Tpetr CpOuH.
PasnukaTta € pgeka Torawl HemaBme
OpaBa a cera uMmame. Kako € MOXHOo
(Continued on page 10)

KOHCEH3YC 3a BaXKHUTe
HauMoHanHu npawlarwa 3
Bo MakenoHuja Taks O .
HewTo Hema. [oaeka,
Kako LTO CNOMHaBMe,
HapogoT BO cute
aHKeTM ce usjacHyBa
neka 80-90% e npoTmB
npoMeHa Ha MMeTO of
gpyra cTpaHa CKopo
cuTe Meaguymmu
3aroBapaaT npomeHa
Ha wWmeTo W wwupart
nponaraHga fgeka ako

KaBaTa He Brnese BO

ATO un EY BepHax
Taa CUTYpPHO Ke ce
pacnagHe. N He camo
Toa. Nako Ha cute Hac
HW e jacHo eka
BUCTUHCKUOT npobnem

- i i o

Ha [puunje He e nUmMeTo
Ha [JgpXxasaTa TyKy
HawuoT  WAEHTUTET,
TOa HEe MM e jacHO Ha
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Slavko Mangovski at the press conference launch of
the ad campaign in Skopje.
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Canada (U
supports

gn, initiated by Ma-
cedonian Human
Rights Movement Inter-
national (MHRMI) and
the Australian Macedo-
nian Human Rights
Committee (AMHRC).
The Campaign de-
mands that the Repub-
lic of Macedonia end all
negotiations with
Greece over its name.

For over 50 years, the
United Macedonian Or-
ganization of Canada
has been working to
defend Macedonian
rights throughout Mace-
donia and the world.
Macedonians must
unite and tell the Mace-
donian government,

and the world, that the
name negotiations must
be stopped.

As stated by MHRMI/
AMHRC, Macedonians
must also demand that
countries that have rec-
ognized the Republic of
Macedonia publicly sup-
port it and not call for
"compromise”. UM is
lobbying internationally
in order to gain this sup-
port and calls on
Macedonians throughout
the world to join us.

The Our Name is Mace-
donia campaign is the
most crucial work being
done since independ-
ence and is the reason
that UM is proud to an-
nounce that it has made
a financial contribution to
help ensure its continued
success. UM calls on
every Macedonian or-

ganization in the diaspora
to do the same, and to pub-
licly show their support by
signing on to the campaign.

The United Macedonians
Organization of Canada is
the oldest and largest Ma-
cedonian national and cul-
tural organization in the
diaspora. Our mission is to
promote national unity of
Macedonians  worldwide.
For more information,
please visit www.unitedma

cedonians.org or call 416-
490-0181.

*Please note: The United
Macedonians Organization
of Canada (UM), founded
in 1959, is not affiliated
w it h t h e
"United Macedonian Dias-
pora (UMD)" which was
founded in 2004.

(Continued from page 9)

r. ceywTe He ce BpaTeHW BO CBOMUTE
JomoBn? 30LWITO cUTe He cMmeTaaT 3a
€ MOXHO rnopaHelleH npemuep Ha cnaba gpxaBa W ce OfHecyBaaT KOH
[pXaBaTa jaBHO [Ja KaxyBa Aeka HacC Kako TakBuW? ~30WTO
UMa Oyrapcku nacow v geka e  MakeooHCKMOT Hapop usee co 30-

MUNMOHep W paeka kpagen? Op 90% HesanocneHocTt, Mery
Kage ce Tve napu? 30WTO HUTy  Hajronemute BO _CBETOT?  30WTO,

efeH rofieMm nonuTuyap BO  30LITO, 30WTO... [pemHory 30wT0 Ha
aKkeloHWja He e 3aTBOpeH Mako  KOW _Hemame oAroBop, MnpemMmHory
cuTe 3Haat geka dosta og HwMB  Npobremu 3a Kou m3rnena aeka Hema

Cekoj og Hac MOXM U Mopa ga ce
BKIy4” BO aKTMBHOCTUTE Ha OHWe
opraHmsaumMn 3a KoM cmeTa [feka
HajMHOry 'ﬁoanHe_cyBaaT BO
bopbara 3a MakenoHuwja. [anu Toa
Ke Guam npeky AOHUpaHe napu nnu
BpeMe unu  npeky nobupame.
CeegHo. Cute cme 6opum_ 3a
MakegoHuja n1 MakegoHuja He Gapa
pa ce 6opume 3a Hea. bopbata

Aa MakedOHCKuTe BMacTu jaa
[o3BonyBaaT BakBu paboTn? Kako

‘OeHewHaTa cutyaumja Bo MakegoHuja Me noTceka Ha crimyHaTta Koja
nocToena npeg CToOTUHa roguHu, Kora nponaranguTte Ha 6ankaHckute
ApxaBu ce bopene 3a cpuarta u ymosute Ha MakegoHuuTe.”

Kpagene o Hapogot? 3owTo  PELeHne. npoaornKyea.
ceywte He e u3BplweHa T.H.
nyctpauuja na He 3HaemMe _Kou oA
nonuTnyapuTe Gune copaboTHUUMU
Ha TajHUTe cnyxoun Ha ijr_locnasma
n Ha coceaute? 3owTo AnbaHuute
Bo 3anapHa MakepnoHuja
NpakTUYHO XuBeaT BO CBoOja
R)Aup,enHa ap)xaea ogkage
akeooHUMTE nononeka ce
ucenysaaTt? 3owTo wuMa ywTe
pasceneHn MakegoHUuM Kou  of
n3ueHMpaHmoT KoHpnukt Bo 2001

Cnasko MaHroscku

MeryHapoaeH KoopauHaTop Ha
MakegoHCKOTO MefyHapogHO
OBVXEH-e 3a YOBEKOBW Mpasa u
yrieH Ha ABCTpanmncko
MaKeJOHCKMOT KOMUTET 3a YOBEKOBM
npasa.

Ho peweHue, unn pelleHunja, mopa
Aa wuma. Pewenujata cme Hwne
camuTe. PelwweHneto e BO cekoj of
Hac. Pen e cekoj og Hac fa ctaHe u
pa ce obuge Oa ro gage CBOjoT
MakcumaneH p[onpuHec 3a
npoaonxyesawe Ha 6bopbata 3a

aKkefoHWja, Kako wWTO ToOa TrO
HanpaBune HawuTe TaTKoBUU W
neposumn. Ako MakeoHuja e BO BOjHa
Toraw Taka Tpeba ga ce ogHecyBam.
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Modern Hellenism and Traditions of Intolerance

By: Ivan Hristovski

In the decades following its founda-
tion in the 19th century, modern
Greece developed extreme notions of
ethno-nationalism that have at-
tempted to ensure the multi-cultural
masses adhere to the myth that the
modern Greek citizen is indeed the
direct descendent of the long gone
ancient Hellenes. While many com-
mentators are at present discussing
Greece’s catastrophic economic
situation; we are going to focus here
on identity problems that stem from
the early 19th century when funda-
mentalist national myths were in-
vented for Greece by European phil-
hellenes.

We shall begin by stating the obvi-
ous: extreme forms of nationalism are
breeding grounds for racism. Hellen-
ism, by definition of one of its Ger-
man creators, Johan Gustav Droy-
sen, represents an intolerant assimi-
latory culture that has not experi-
enced any ruptures/major transforma-
tions, from ancient to modern times
(1). This Hellenism theory that Droy-
sen concocted was taken by the chief
historical revisionist of Greece in the
mid-nineteenth century, Konstantinos
Paparrigopoulos and was carved into
separate eras which he dubbed -
Ancient Hellenism, Macedonian Hel-
lenism, Byzantine/Medieval Hellen-
ism, and Modern Hellenism(2). Droy-
sen offered to the Greek national his-
torians and politicians of the mid-late
nineteenth century, to the Greek na-
tion as a whole, not simply the imagi-
nary vision of a “Hellenic” Macedonia,
but more importantly, an ideological
justification for many other current
politically motivated revisionist pro-
jects: the idealization of an imperial
and expansionist political model; the
invention of a “Hellenic” Byzantium
and Middle Ages in general; the
adoption of Hegelian concepts of
spiritual continuity, which were not
necessarily linear but were based on
the ability of the “Hellenic spirit” in its
various forms to absorb ‘inferior’ ele-
ments(3). According to Panayote
Dimitras, a spokesman for the minor-
ity rights group, Greek Helsinki Moni-
tor; racism in Greece is deep-
rooted:"Greek national culture is one
that believes there is a superiority of
the Greek nation which is a continu-
ous descendent of the ancient
Greeks, and when you think like this
about yourself it is very easy to think
that the others are inferior," (4).

However, racism in Greece as every-
where else is an ideology that lacks
real coherence (5). Detailed analysis
reveals a smoke screen of propa-
ganda which enshrouds a past very
different from the one presented by
Greek ultra-nationalist pseudo-
history. According to one scholar

“Greeks were taught to reject everything
familiar in their vernacular culture as
‘foreign’ to the Classical Hellenism in-
vented by the eighteenth-century Ger-
man scholars who had sired both the
‘autochthonous’ theory of Greek eth-
nogenesis and, in the lineage of ‘Aryan’
linguistics, the so-called racial science
of the Nazis”(6). Indeed the philhellenic
laboratory experiment in Greece was
certainly not about fostering, preserving
and integrating the existing multi-cultural
landscape. The formulae in this experi-
ment were put into production before
Greece existed. One Greek scholar
points out “The force of this cultural pre-
construction of Greece cannot be under-
estimated, considering especially that
the sociopolitical conditions prevailing at

J

Lord Byr-on

the end of the War of Independence
point to an irreducible social and cultural
discontinuity, to a zero point in the op-
eration of those significations that were
conceivably to propel and uphold the
images of a new national identity” (7).
All of this is relevant today because of
its affects on Macedonia and the Mace-
donians, especially the Macedonian
minority in Greece, who are faced with
prejudice on a grand scale. Moreover, it
is pertinent to note that this xenophobic
ideology continues without serious chal-
lenge from the European Union (8).

Human rights groups say Greece has
one of the worst records in the Euro-
pean Union for racism against ethnic
minorities (9). Greece today does not
recognize any ethnic minority within its
boundaries. A reason for this is because
this would upset the deeply entrenched
philhellenic myths and Greece would
have to admit that they are not a ho-
mogenous society with an essentially
unbroken continuity dating back to the
ancients etc. Before the independence
of Greece a number of languages were
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juxtaposed, includ-
ing Greek, Alba-
nian, Slavonic variations, Vlach, Turkish
and ltalian, suggesting that the Greek
nation was composed by a very diverse
ethno-cultural conglomeration and was
certainly not anywhere near a purely
ethno-Greek phenomenon (10). A nine-
teenth century foreign visitor like Ed-
mond About, writing in 1855, stated that
“Athens, twenty five years ago, was only
an Albanian village” and that “The Alba-
nians formed, and still form, almost the
whole of the population of Attica ; and
within three leagues of the capital, vil-
lages are to be found where Greek is
hardly understood. Athens has been
rapidly peopled with men of all kinds
and nations” (11). About also describes
a Turkish village that surrounded the
base of the acropolis which formed a
quarter of the town as well the Albanian
majority of that quarter (12). The fact
that the Parthenon was used as a
mosque during the Ottoman conquests
(13) and before that was a church that
went between Orthodox and Latin rites
(14) is testament to the simple absurdity
of Droysenian Hellenism.

George Finlay, a 19th century philhel-
lene who was in Greece during the war
for independence, described an early
President, George Koundoriotis and
Botases the Vice President of the
Greek government in 1824 as “Albanian
ship owners from Hydra and Spet-
zas’(15). Finlay added that: “It is neces-
sary to record the sad truth that two
more ignorant and incapable persons
were never entrusted with the direction
of a nation's affairs. The Greeks are the
most prejudiced of all Europeans when
there is a question of the purity of the
Hellenic race, and no people regards
education with more favour; yet with all
this nationality and pedantry they en-
trusted their public affairs, in a period of
great difficulty, to two men who could
not address them in the Greek lan-
guage, and whose intellectual deficien-
cies prevented them from expressing
their thoughts with clearness even in the
corrupt Tosk dialect which they habitu-
ally used.”(16)

Unadulterated facts, like these, about
multi-cultural origins of modern Greeks
are often necessarily ignored in modern
Greek nationalist narratives. In this re-
gard, striking is the general lack of re-
flection upon the fact that the national
dress of Greece is of Albanian origin
(17), or the fact that Kolokotronis, the
infamous klepht (bandit) leader, was a
Major in an English General’'s Albanian
regiment (18) and performed an Alba-
nian dance with other ‘Greek’ Revolu-
tionaries for the Bavarian queen of
Greece (19). Yet these problematic
facts for the Greek nationalist narrative

(Continued on page 23)



An Interview with Greek Human Rights Activist:

Panayote Dimitras

™

Dr Panayote Dimitras is the founding
member and Spokesperson of Greek Hel-
sinki Monitor. In 1992 he was also a
founding member of Minority Rights
Group - Greece. He received his Ph.D. in
1979 in Political Economy and Govern-
ment from Harvard University. In addi-
tion to several publications on political
issues, he has been a vocal advocate and
activist for the rights of the Macedonian
minority in Greece.

Q: There have been some reports that
Greece intends to take some positive
steps in regard to the reinstatement of
Greek citizenship and property rights
for Macedonian refugees from the
Greek Civil War. Our committee’s
reaction was very skeptical, though we
would also like our readers to know
what you think about these claims.

The European Commission against Ra-
cism and Intolerance (ECRI) and UN
Independent Expert on Minorities Gay
McDougall have urged Greece to abolish
the discriminatory provisions in the leg-
islation on reconciliation related to the
consequences of the civil war (1946 —
1949). Provisions that denied ethnic Ma-
cedonians the rights to restoration of citi-
zenship and property (or granting com-
pensation for the latter) granted to ethnic
Greeks who had fled Greece along with
ethnic Macedonians in the 1940s. Greece
will not make any move in that direction
unless it is obliged by judicial decisions.
Even refugees or their children who are
entitled to citizenship according to Greek
law are expected to be denied it until
Greek or probably European courts im-
pose a decision on the authorities to grant
citizenship. This is why all those with

plausible claims
should use effective
procedures  through

experienced and inde-
pendent litigators to
raise such claims in
order for them to be

arguable before the
European Court of
Human Rights

(ECtHR) if necessary.
If they try to claim
citizenship or property
or even simply seek a
birth  certificate on
their own, related refusals will be
probably considered as final decisions
that if not swiftly contested before
competent courts will become final
and irrevocable.

Q: In its third report, the European
Commission against Racism and
Intolerance (ECRI) encouraged the
Greek authorities to implement
practical measures for the creation
of conditions conducive to freedom
of association and expression etc.
for members of the Macedonian
and Turkish communities living in
Greece. Have any such steps been
taken?

No. Many people did not notice that
Greece appended to the ECRI report
its disagreement with these recom-
mendations and has refused to imple-
ment related ECtHR judgments that
compel Greece to register Macedonian
and Turkish associations. In fact re-
cently the competent Minister of Jus-
tice has stated before parliament that
he agrees with the Greek courts’ rejec-
tion of such registration based on the
argument that the ECtHR judgments
were mistaken!

Q: How would you describe the
finding of the Greek courts in rela-
tion to the issue of the registration
of the cultural association: Home of
Macedonian Civilisation?

The Supreme Court one year ago with
a very nationalistic rather than legal
judgment rejected the registration of
the Home of Macedonian Civilization.
The latter through Greek Helsinki

Monitor filed an application to the
ECtHR in December 20009.

Q: Could we say that any attempts,
initiated by elements from civil soci-
ety for dialogue between Macedoni-
ans and the Greek authorities, have
been productive?

As ECRI reports, all attempts to have
such dialogue have failed as the au-
thorities do not want to do anything that
will implicitly signify an acknowledg-
ment of the existence of a minority.

Q: By most accounts, Greece is going
through a catastrophic financial cri-
sis. Has this been utilized by the rela-
tively new PASOK government as a
means for avoiding human rights
responsibilities?

It is used as an excuse for the continu-
ing violation of human rights and the
refusal to take remedial action that the
socialist PASOK had promised when in
opposition.

Q: Considering this, is there a danger
that the current economic crisis
might benefit groups located on the
extreme right?

We have such a party (LAQOS) that is
treated by all other parties as a legiti-
mate interlocutor, while in the other EU
countries such parties are practically
marginalized by the mainstream. On
the other hand, ethnic minority parties,
organizations and minority rights
NGOs are marginalized in Greece
while in the other EU countries they are
interlocutors of the mainstream parties
and other political or social actors.

This interview was conducted on
24/8/2010 by the AMHRC’s Interna-
tional Coordinator David Vitkov.
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Makedoncite vo Bugarija

by Stojko Stojkov

wMakeooncko manyuncmeo 6o
byzapuja nema u ne moiice oa
uma“ — oBa u3jaBa ro CTaBU
MOYETOKOT Ha OQUIIHjaTHOTO
HErupame Ha MaKEIOHCKOTO
MaJIIMHCTBO BO byrapuja Bo
1963 r. mo ABe [O€ElLEHWU Ha
JICIIyMHO TpU3HaBame. 300pOBH
Ha puktatopoT Tomop XKuBkos.
Bo npuksepuepureo Ha
npumMameTo Ha byrapuja Bo

EBponckuor cojy3 — BO
HoemBpu 2006 r. wucrtuTe
300poBuU OyKBalHO TH

NOBTOpyBaa Oyrapcku
epponapiaamenTapuu. [loBonx
Oemre 6apameTo Ha PaTHUYKATA
rpyna Ha ED®A npu3zHaBameTo
HAa MaKEeIOHCKOTO MAIIMHCTBO
u peructpangjata Ha OMO
SJAmmanen“-IIMPUH na ce
BKJy4aT BO TIOCIEIHUOT
W3BemrTaj 3a 3eMjara.
,,MaKeqOHCKO MAaJIIMHCTBO BO
byrapuja Hema W He MOXe Ja
“Ma‘“ € JeBu3ara Ha IOJUTHKATA
CoO KoOja <ce cyaupaar
Makenonnure Bo byrapuwja. 3a
28 TOAWMHU TOTAJUTAPHO
Bajeewme ©U 16 ronuHU
neMokpaTtuja Oyrapckara
MO3HUIIM]a CITpeMa MaKeIOHCKOTO
MaJIIIMHCTBO HE HAMpaBH HUTO
YeKOp BO TIO3WUTHBHA HACOKa.
HampoTuB — BO HEKOM acrexkTu
CTaHa caMO yIITEé MOKpajHa U
KaTeropuyHa.

Konky e cnuuna oBaa mo3uiyja
co oHaa Ha ['puuja?!

Maxkenonuure Bo byrapuja wu
I'punja umaar npen cede MHOTYy
Tenka 6opba Ouaejku ro umaar
LETUOT CHUCTEM TMPOTUB cele.
byrapuja u TIpuuja ce
JNEMOKPAaTCKH 3€MjU TOBEKe
dbopmaniHO, TeaTpaJHO 3aIUTO
MojaTa Ha BpeMmeTro Oapa
HOCEHETO Ha TakBa Jp)KaBHA
HOCHja — HHUBHara TeMeJIHa
UJE0JIOTHja HE € JeMOKparTHjaTa
TYKY €THOHAIMOHAaJIU3MOT.
MaxkeOHCKUTE MAaJIIUHCTBA BO
OBME JIBE 3€MjU ja uMaar

HecpefcaTa CcO CaMOTO CBOC
NoCTOCKHE Ja TI0 YypuBaar
TCMCIHUOT MHMT, BHCTHHCKara

Ip>KaBHA HMJCOJIOTHja; 3aToa Ha
MaxkeoHIIUTE ce Tieaa WCTO
Kako IITO HWHKBU3UIIHjaTa
riie/iana Ha epeTHIINTE UITH KaKo
IITO BO €/IHA JIEMOKpaTCcKa 3eMja
Ou riegane Ha Tepopuctute. Bo
BUEC JIBE€ 3€MjU MHOTY MajKy ce
OCETJIMBU Ha aHTHJIEMOKPATCKH
UCTIa Iy, Ha KOpyIiHjaTa, Ha
OpraHU3UPaHUOT KPHUMHHAJ, Ha
3JI0ynoTpeOuTe CO BJIacTa - HO
ce OEecKpajHO OCETJIMBU Ha
MaKEJOHCKUTE JIEMOKPATCKH
npojaBu u Oapama. Co camMoTO
TOa MaKEJIOHCKHTE IBM)KCHA 32
npaBa ce TpeAoApe/CHH Jia
Ougar Ha CcTpaHaTa Ha
AIeMOKpaTujata HM Kako
COPOTUBCTBAEHU HA
OEeECTPYKTHUBHHUTE
CTHOHAIIMOHAIM3MH Ha 3EMJUTE
BO KOU JKHBEAT THE C€ OCY/ICHU

nma Oummgar MAaKCHUMAaJIHO
IEMOKPATCKH, IO3UTUBHHU M
MIPOTrPECUBHHU.

Herupawero Ha MakeqOHCKHOT
UACHTUTE W KaKO MPOM3BOJ O]
Toa HETHpPamETO Ha
MaKEIOHCKUTE MAaJIMHCTBA —
TOa € TCHEPATHUOT IIPOoOJIeM, O]
KOj U3JIETyBaaT CUTE JIPYTH.

Herupawmero Ha camMoTO
MIOCTOEHE HAa MaKEJOHCKOTO
MaJIIUHCTBO BO U3BMHHATUTE JIBE
JICIICHUU JIEMEK-IEMOKpaTHja BO
Bbyrapuja ce mma BpuieHO 0f
HajopUUHUJaIHO HHUBO —
napjaaMeHT (co oduuujanHa
JeKJiapanuja), Biaaa (Bo JULETO
Ha HaJBOPEIIEH MUHUCTED),
NBajlla MpeTceNaTeNd, YCTaBeH

cyn, T'JIaBHHUOT cyn BO
nOpeCcToJIHNHATA, 6yrapCKI/I
CBponapJJlaMCHTApIH... OBaa

Mo3WIlMja € HEIEeMOKpaTCKa W
HeoOpaHJIMBa Ha MeryHapOIHO
moJie. 3aroa mpes MPUTHUCOKOT
Ha EBPOICKU IPaBO3aIITUTHU
dakTopu oduiyjanHara oOyrapcka
Mo3WIKMja JOCTHUTHYBaA
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HajBUCOKHU
HUBOA Ha TMPEBPTIUBOCT U
JBOJIMYHOCT 3a Ja JAeKjapupa

JeKa MalIMHCTBAa HE ce
npu3HaBaje, JeKa IM0ceOHO
npu3HaBame He OwuIo
HEONXOJHO, JeKa JOBOJIHO

OWIOo W TOa IITO BO TIOMHCHUTE
OUJI0O PETUCTPUPAHO TMOCTOCHE
Ha Makenonnu. bamancupajku
Mery TIO3WIIMATE Ha HETUPAHe
U HEemoTpeOHOCT O0f
npu3HaBame OyrapckuTe
MO3UIIMY UMaaT caMmo 3a e Ja
ro OTKJIOHAT BHHUMAaHHUETO Ha
eBpOTjaHuTe, Ja MpecTaHaT 1a
npamyBaaT ®W Jga Ce€
WHTEpecHpaaT, O] IMOoJoxKOaTa
Ha Makenonmnute Bo byrapwuja,
Ja ja TpemymTar oBaa
nommkHOCT Ha byrapuja. Bo
TaKBUTE HHCHCTHUpama
OyrapCKkuTe BJacTH joaraar Jo
HajuYyIHHU TPECBPTH U
copmmu. Opn emgHa crTpaHa
TBpJIAT JeKa Hema motpeda oj
npu3HaBame, a oJa Jpyra
HETHpaaT CaMOTO MTOCTOCHE; O]
eaHa CTpaHa TBpJaT JeKa
o0jaBeHHTE pe3yJITaTH Ha
MOTHCOT C€ JIOBOJTHM HaMECTO
NpHU3HABamke, Of JApyra cTpaHa
TBpAaT Jeka (HaAKTOT MITO
UiljaglHUOU Oyrapckwu
Jp>KaBjaHH CE CaMOOTIPEACIINIIC
Kako MakenoHIn HE 3Ha4u
JIeKa THE COYMHYBaaT HEKAaKBO
manuuHcTBO. Ce mpu3HaBa
o paBoOToO H a
caMoompenenyBame caMo
JIOKOJIKY € BO COIVIaCHOCT CO
UCTOpPUCKATa BUCTHHA — C€
pazbupa Oyrapckara. Ce
npu3HaBa TNpPaBOTO Ha
camooripesaenda, caMo JTI0KOJIKY
e Oa3upaHa Ha O0O0jJEeKTHUBHH
KpUTEpUYMH — ce pa3dmpa Ha
Oyrapcku OOjEeKTHUBHHU
kputepuymu. Ce mnpu3HaBa
NpaBOTO Ha CcaMoompeaenoa,
HO HE W Ha camMoorlpenenda
kako Makenonen. Ce npuzHaBa
JieKa T1OocCTojaTr Jiyfe IITO ce
caMmoomnpegeiayBaaT Kako

(Continued on page 14)
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MakeagoHIM, HO HE C¢
NpHU3HaBa HUBHOTO MPaBO JIa TH
y)KMBaaT IpaBaTa NpPEABUACHU
Bo PaMmkoBHaTa KOHBEHIIHMja 3a
HallHOHAJIIHUTE MAJIIUHCTBA.
Cnopen notpebaTta U CiIy4ajot
MO3MUIMjaTa C EMEHyBa CaMo He
C €MEHyBa peIIeHOCTa Ha
HUKOja Ha4YMH Ja HE ce
NpHU3Hae MAaJIUHCTBOTO M Jia
HE MY C€ Jajar npasaTa. A mak
Ha BHAaTpemeH TMJaH
MakegoHIIMTe W HHUBHATa
camoornpeaenda ce TpeTUpaHu

Kako aKT Ha MNpeJaBCTBO,
HENPUJATEJICTBO U HEMambe
3Haewa W Kyiarypa. Ha

MOMEHTH JIypH M HE HH Ce
OCIIOpYBa JHUPEKTHO IPABOTO
Ja TBpPAMME JCEKa CMe
MaxkegoHum, HO caMO JAJIEKY
O]l OIIITETCBOTO, 0O€3 1a ce
OopuMe 3a CBOMTE IMpaBa U 0e3
Ja IpeTeHarpaMe JieKa HalaTta
BOJja € HEITO TIOBEKE Of
IJIYNOCT W Kampuil. 3aToa BO
byrapumja wMakemoHCKH
OpraHWM3aluu HE C¢e
perucTpupaar — 3a jga Owmmar
U30JINpaHu MaKegoOHUHUTE
JajeKy OJ ONIITETCBOTO,
MOJIMTUKATa M Blacra. 3a Taa
e CBECHO C€ TOIpKyBa W
emHa HesmapaBa atMochepa Ha
CTpaB, TMPEKy MEIUYMHUTE,
MPEKy 3aKaHW O] MOJIUTHYAPH,
MPEKy BUKAKE HA UYJICHOBUTE
Ha OMO ,Wmunapen‘‘-ITMPUH
BO TMOJIMIIMjA, TPEKy IIUPEHE
CCKaKBH TJIACOBHU U 3aKaHMU.

Bo byrapuja mnocrom cuien
ONIOp TPOTUB MpaBara Ha
MaJIMHCTBara BoonmTo. lloxg
CWJIHA NPUHYAA U Kako YCJIOB
3a eBpouHTerpauuja byrapuja
ja mornuma U patuduKyBa
PaMkoBHaTa KOHBEHLIMJA, HO
HUKOTall HE ja NPUMEHU Ha
npaktuka. O BpeMeTo Kora
Oelmre mHOOTHHIIAHA 0O
BIeryBamero Bo EBpoma BO
byrapuja ce Bogeme ocrap

cop Jaimu Bo byrapuja
IIOCTOJHUTE MAJIIMHCTBA €€
HallMOHAJHU MAJLMUHCTBA.

Onkako Bne3ze Bo EBpoma Bo

byrapuja Beke ce pgebarupa
(WM MO CKOPO ce MOCTYJIMpa)
JeKa HeMa MaJIMHCTBa
Boonuro. Koja e cymruHaTta
Ha OBHUE MPALMOHATIHH CIIOPOBU
Bo byrapuja, xoum Ha
HaJBOpEIIEH YOBEK MY
u3rienaaT Kako CIIOPOBUTE Ha
CPETHOBEKOBHHUTE CXOJACTHUIIH,
KOJKY [aBOJM MOXaT Ja ce
cobepar Ha BpBOT Ha e€JHA
urna? CymTuHara € BO Toa
KaKo Ja ce npuMu (popmaiHoO
eBpoIIcKaTa JUPEKTHBA, a 1a He
ce ngajgaT TmpaBa Ha
MaJIIMHCTBAaTa. KAaKo ]| aHe ce
npumenun PamMkoBHarTa
KOHBEHIIMja 3 aHaIMOHATHHUTE
MmainnuHcTBa , He mocrTom
nedbuHHIja MTO € Toa
HAIMOHAJIIHO MAaJIIMHCTBO"
€Be KaJae To Hajaoa CHacot
OyrapcKuTe MOJMUTHYAPU U €BE
3apaj mMTO C€ BOJEIIE TOj CIIOP
mTO € TOoa HAalNMOHAIHO
MAJIIUHCTBO | JIaJId MTOCTOU Kaj
Hac. O mMa MaJIUHCTBA, HO
HE C€ HalUMOHAIHH, 0 Hema
MaJIIIUHCTBA a camo TparaHu
OBa ¢ HE TOYHO €BOJIyIIMjaTa Ha
OyrapckmoT CcTaB, KOJKY
BpakakbeTO KOH H3BOPHUTE
Mo3uIMU Ha Oyrapckara
MOJNTHUKAa Koja ce
KapakTepu3upa CO CHIHO
HEJEeMOKPAaTCKHUOT OJHOC
cnpemMa MaJlUHHCTBATA.
Kparkoro mnonymrame 3a
BpeME€ Ha KaHIujaTypara 3a
€BPOIICKM WIEH € HaJMHHATO.
EBporickata winenka byrapuja
cera MOXe J1a CH JJO3BJIM Jia ro
clled TPYKUOT MpUMEp U JAa
OpaBU IITO Caka — Taa € BeKe
BHaTpe. OBa € BO Majlo u3pa3
Ha 1ies1ata Oyrapcka MOJIUTHUKA
cupema EBpona — mnpuBHIHO
npudakame Ha KpUTEPUYMHTE
U (opMalHO HCTOJIHYBaWkHE Ha
yCIIOBUTE W TOAa CaMO Kora
Hema Ha kazne. Kako ga crane
€BpoOIlcKa uJieHKa 0e3 Ja TIH
UCIIOJIHU YCJIOBUTE — OBa KakKo
na Oelle JeBH3aTa Ha IiejaTa
Oyrapcka MNOJUTHUKA BO
nocJie/IHaTa JIeleHH]a.

Hajpaxxnara, HO U HajTemka
3a7a4a € W CH OCTaHyBa
NpHU3HaBamETO H a
MaKeJOHCKOTO MAaJIIIUHCTBO.
Cute ocraHaTu ce MOJAPEACHU
Ha Hea. OduljaTHO MPU3HABAKE
Koe ga Tu cOpume
opuMjaTHUTE HETrHpama.
[IpusznaBame koe na He Oupe
nmpa3Ha JeKiapanuja, TyKy Ja
UM ja Jaje MOXHOCTa Ha
MaxkeoHIIUTe @ Ce KOpHCTaT
co nmpaBara Ha PamkoBHaTra
KOHBEHIIMja 3a 3alTUTa Ha
Hal[MOHAJTHHUTE MAaJIIMHCTBA,
Koja Bo byrapmja e wmpTBa
xaptuja. OBaa Oopba e of
3HAYECHEC U 332 CUTE MAaIMHCTBA
BO byrapwuja.

UcnpaBenn mnpex MacoBHO
HETUpame, CaTaHU3Hpame U
m3onupame MakeIoHIMTe BO
byrapuja cemak Hemaar Hamepa
7a 3ampar a ce 0opar 3a CBOUTE
npaBa. Bo mnociaenHuTe ner
roguau  Tue Tnpeky OMO
SAnuagean“-IITUPHUH ce
n30opuja 3a CBOETO NPaBO Ha
MUPHH co0upama, Koe Co
neuenun 1o Hemaa. Ke ce
n300par W 3a CBOETO MPaBO HaA
OpraHu3upame, pPErucTpupame
Ha JIpyIITBA U MApTUHU, YYECTBO
BO IMOJIMTUYKUOT JKUBOT Ha
3emMjara.

Stojko Stojkov
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[To3naro e meka OMO
SZ2Anuuageun“-ITMPUH
Oele perucTpupaHa BO
dbeBpyapu 1999 1. wm
3a0paHeto BO (heBpyapu
2000 r. Hdatrymwure
9yJHO COBIaJHAa CO
KaHIUJATHPAKETO  Ha
byrapuja 3a marym 3a
MOYETOK Ha MPETOBOPH
3a BJIe3 BO EBporickara
yauja — ¢espyapu 1999
r. U Jo0uMBameTO Ha
OapaHuoOT J1aTyM  BO
dbeBpyapu 2000 .
Onroramr ITMPUH He
MOXe€ Jga ngobue
peructpamuja BO
byrapuja. 3a Toa He
MOMOTHa HUTY
npecynara Ha CyaoTt 3a
YOBEKOBH TIpaBa  BO
CrtpacOyp Bo 2005 r. BO
HEj31MHA KOPUCT., HUTY 4
o0uau 3a perucrpayja,
HUTY coOHupameTo Ha 6
000 YIEHOBU.
byrapckure Buactu
oaroBopwuja co
MOPOMEHU BO 3aKOHUTE,
3rojieMyBame OpOjKHUTE
HEOMNXOIHH 3a
perucrpanyja, 4JIeHOBHU
U Ha Kpaj aH BUKambe Ha
cute 6 000 uneHOBU Ha
naptdjata ¥ HUBHO
3anmjiamyBame U
MaHHNYJHpakmE BO
nonuiujata. Hekou on
HUB TH BHKaa M 1Mo 3
natu Bo nepuoaot 2006
— 2008 r. 1 nmo nmen
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neHec Oyrapckure
BJIACTH OJ0MBaar aa ja
MOKaKaT KaKo 3aloBeJITa
co Koja Oemre HM3BpIICH
OBOj CpaMEH akT, Taka M
qa TW BHecarT
pe3yiITaTHUTE O]
ucrparara BO  CYJIOT.
Enna mocTojana
IpPaKTHKa Ha OyrapcKoOTO
OOBUHUTEJICTBO W Cy[ —
7la 3aro4YHyBaaT UCTparu
NPOTUB  MaKEIOHCKUTE
OpraHm3anuy, Ja TO
o0jaByBaar Toa BO
MEANYMHUTE 3a Ja
CIIyITHAT CUTE U MOTOA ...
HumTto. HwukaxkBa
UCTpara HHUKAaKOB CY/I,
3aroa MTO W HEMa 3a
mTo Ja Ouaar CcyAcHU
MakegoHIMTE, HO JI0CTa
€ Ja ce CIylIHe JeKa ce
non ucrtpara... byrapuja
on0u ma ja perucrpupa
[IMPUH, HO BO pe3ynTar
yIITE HOJKY JeJa Ce BO
CrpacOyp u ce mpef
JOHECyBame  OJJyKa.
Byrapuja mnoBTopHO K€
Ouze ocyeHa 1 OBOj IaT
3a pa3iauKka 0]
OPETXOJHUOT Ke uMa
MeXaHM3aM IpeKy Koj Ja
ce Oapa mpomMeHa, 3allTo
oJUTyKaTa cera He € OJ
YCTaBHHOT CyA Ha KOj
rparaHu HEe MOXaT Jia My
ce oOpakaar, TyKy O]
Bpxosaunor cyn. U ce
HaJeBaM cera Ja wuma
jacHa onpenba Ha CynoOT
3a YOBEKOBH IpaBa KaKo

na ce
npecyara.

crnmnopBenac

Bo enHu TtakBu ycioBu
bopbarTa H a
MakenoHuure BO
Bbyrapuja mpumobuBa BO
3HauelkEe — HE caMo 3a
HUB, TYyKy H© 3a
JIeMOKpaTu3anyjarta Ha
bByrapmwuja u
eBpOMHTErpanujara Ha
Makenonnja. A Taa
Ooopba THe He ja BoAaT
caMH, TYKy BO TeCHa
copaboTkKa co
MaKEIOHCKHUTE
NPaBO3ANMTHUTHHU
JpyIITBa BO CBETOT BO
npB pea  ABcrTpano-
MaKEIOHCKUOT KOMHTET
32 YOBEKOBM TMpaBa,
MAaKEITOHCKOTO
METyYHapOJHO JIBHKCH-C
3a YOBEKOBM TIpaBa U
OIpyTH BaXHH
opranmzaiui. (OcoOeHo
BaKHa ¢ copaboTkara co
opraHu3amuu Ha
MAaKEITJOHCKHUTE
MaIIMHCTBA, TPH IITO
HajBakHAa € OJmckara
copaboTKa BOCIICOTaBEHA
co ,,.Bunoxuro‘“. Tecnara
NOBpP3aHOCT Ha
MakengoHuure BO
bByrapwuja u
Makenoniute Bo ['pruja
€ YCJIOBEHa OJf MHOTY
npuuurHa. Ha npBo mecro
TyKa € MHOTY CIIMYHaTa
NOJUTHKA Ha HETUPAE
U pempecHja  crpema
MAaKEIOHCKHUTE
MaJIMHCTBA BO OBHUE
Jp’KaBH, pernpecuja Koja
Kako INTO ce Triena
npepacHyBa U BO 00U
3a pempecuja crpema
MaKeJOHCKaTa JAp)KaBa U

UJIECHTUTET TE€HEPaTHO.
[ToTtoa TyKa e
3a€JHUYKATa ETHHUYKA

(Continued on page 16)
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NPUIAJTHOCT W  CaMOCBECT.
[Torekmoro Ha ToOJNIEM J€N O]
Makenonmutre Bo byrapuja on
Erejcka Makenonuja e yiire
¢/IHa TPUYHMHA 34 3aCUITYBambC
Ha OBHUC BPCKH, KOU TJjeaame
KaKo ce MaTepHaliu3upaar BO
TecHara copabotka Mmery OMO
Sy2Aauagen“-IITUPUH u
,,BUHOXKUTO® Ha CKOPO CHUTE
TOJINHHA.

OBaa copaboTka BpOaU TUION
co 3awieHyBawmeTo Ha OMO
SZAnuuagen“-I1ITMPUH Bo
eBpoIlcKaTa TmapjaMeHTapHa
koanuuja E®DA, mpeky koja
NpalameTo 32 MaKEJOHCKOTO
MaJIIMHCTBO BO byrapuja ce
rnocraBu v BO EBpomnckuor
nmapJIaMeHT, BO CHJTHaTa pabora
mTo Oeme W3BpIIEHA BO
Coseror Ha EBpoma, xkane
npoOJIEMUTE Ha MaKEIOHCKOTO
MaJIIUCHTBO BO byrapmja ce
Beke J00po TMO3HATH, BO
copaboTkara co OpojHH
MEl'YHapOJIHHU WHCTUTYIHH 3a
mpaBaTa Ha YOBEKOT, KOja J1ajie
IIOJT CO BKIYYYBameTO Ha
mopOJIEeMUTE Ha MaKEJIOHCKOTO
MaJIIIMHCTBO BO HH3a Ha
ABTOPUTETHW W3BEIITaW, BO
NpUHYyIYyBamETO Ha
OyrapckmTe BIAacTu Ja
J03BOJIAT MUPHU coOMpama Ha
Makenounmure Bo byrapuja u
ci. IlpomomxyBa OopOata
MPOTHUB  HEAOMYIITAakETO Ha
perucrapuyja Ha MaKeJOHCKH
opranuzauuu Bo byrapuja u ce
pa3bupa (¢uHamHaTa W
HajroxeMa 1men -—
NpU3HaBameTO Ha
MaKeJOHCKOTO MAJIIIMHCTBO (a
MPEeKy Hero U Ha MakeJoHCKaTa
HallMja) HEMITO IITO MHOTY Ke
JoTpuHece 3a cTaduiu3anuja
Ha PETHOHOT M HCYE3HYBambe
HAa OCHOBHATa TMpUYWHA 34
HETpUjaTEICTBO Mery
Maxkenonuja u byrapuja.

Hajaktyennarta 3amaya BO
CErallHUOT MOMEHT ¢€
NPETCTOJHUOT TOIMHUC BO

Oyrapuja Bo mouetokot Ha 2011
T.

[To maraHeTo Ha KOMYHHU3MOT BO
byrapuja Bo 1990 r. Oea
CIIOpPBEJICHU JIBa TOMHMCH W BO
nBara Oeca W3BIICHM MAaCOBHU
MaHUIyJIalluk CHpeMa JyreTo
CO MaKeoJHCKa CaMOCBECT.
OtcycTBO Ha rpada MakenoHerlr

BO nmonucHutre TedTepw,
AaHTUMaKeJIOHCKa KJIMMa BO
ONMMITECTBOTO, 3aculieHa

mporaraHjia W 3aKkaHd BO
MEIUYMHUTE MPOTUB OHHE IITO
MOXE Ja C€ WH3jacHaT Kako
MakenoHuu 3a BpeMe Ha
NOTMUCUTE, 3allOYHyBamke Ha
JaBHO peKJIaMHUpaHU HCTPAKHU
AIejcCTBUja TNTPOTHUB
MaKEeJIOHCKUTE AaKTHBHUCTH,
aBTOMATCKO 3allMIIyBamke Ha
nyfero kako byrapu 1o
s,oHonpaszobupame ",
HempallyBamke Ha Jyfeto 3
aHWBHATA €THUYKA TPHUIIATHOCT,
yoenyBame Ha JIyI'€TO IITO
WHCUCTHpAaT Ja Cce 3amuiar
MakenoHIM AeKa Toa He Tpeba

UM  HE MOXE, TMOJUTHIKH
MPUTHUCOIM TIPOTHUB JIyre Of
aIMUHHUCTapIujata Jga To

MPOMEHAT CBOETO H3jaCHYBAambE
ako He cakaaT Ja ja usryoar
paborara, 3amumyBame CO
MOJIMB M Ha Kpaj MaHUITyJIaIyja
CO Taka JOOMEHHUTE pPE3yJITaTH
Bp3 KOHM HEMa HUKAaKBa
BUCTHHCKAa KOHTpona. Ilpeky
OBHE WU JIpyru MeToau (Kako
aJIMUHUCTPATUBHO 3alUIIyBambe
0e3 JompanryBame J0 JyreTo)
ce J00MEHU pe3yJTaTuTe oJ
nonucure Bo 1992 u 2001 r. BO
KOW cropen oduiujarHuTe
pe3yiaratu kako MakenoHuu ce
uzjacHuie cooaseto 10 803 Bo
npeuor u S5 071 pymm BoO
BTOPHOT TOIIHC.

Penko koj ce comHeBa neka
npkaBaBa ke nmpoba ma TH
eNMMMHUHNPa MaKeIoHIIUTE KaKo
Opojka. Beke uma nHacoOpaHo
TOJIEMO MICKYCTBO BO TOj ITpaBell.
Ox TOJKYy MOTOJIEMO 3HAYCHE €

HAa OBOj TONMHC Ja HE ce
JI03BOJIM MaHMITyJalujara Ja
HPOJIOJIKH.

Muory ©Ou Moxeno Jna ce
300pyBa 3a aHTUMaKEIOHCKATa
nosmtuka Ha byrapuja crpema
MaKEOTHCKOTO MaJIIMHCTBO, 32

HEJ3UHOT COJMXKYBame CO
I'purja Ha HaTMakemOHCKa
OCHOBa, 3a copa0oTKaTa Ha

OyrapckuTe ¥ TpUKH TajHH
cnyKOM TIPOTUB TAPTUHTE
3aCTalHUMIM 32 TpaBaTa Ha
MaKeJIOHCKHTE MAaJIMHCTBA BO
Byrapuja u I'puyja, 3a HAUUHOT
Ha KOj Oyrapckarta Jp)kaBa To
00pao00TyBa JABHOTO MUCIICHE
na npudartd BaJkaHa IOJITUKA
npoTuB ,HebOmaromapHa“
MakenoHuja, Koja HaBOJHO
,»,KECTOKO THU TporoHyna‘
Bbyrapure Bo Makenonuja u ci.
Ho mectoTo HEe rOo A03BONYBA.
JIOBOJIHO € J1a KaXkeMme JieKa BO
byrapuja mocrtojaT MOKHH U
BIIMjaTeIHH CHJIM KOHW Ce€
pemieHn Jga BoJAT TpukKa
MIOJINTHKA ciipeMa MakenoHuja
¥ KOW He ' Ompaar cpercTBaTta
32 J1a TH TIOCTUTHAT CBOUTE
nenn. 3an ['puyja Ha mparot Ha
EBpoma e 3acraHarta wu
byrapwuja, pemena, ako mpBara
ocTamu - Taa Ja ja 3aMcHU. Ha
TaKOB HauWH byrapwja ke ce
oTIiaTu Ha MakeqoHMja IITO
Bo 1999 r. ja mymtum ma ce
KaHaugatupa 3a Bo EBpoma
NEeKJIapUpajKu JeKa CHTe
CIIOPOBH CE€ PEIICHH MEXY

IBeTe 3eMju. BceymHoct —
HUIITO He Oele pemeHo, HO
cera byrapmja ke nmnpoba

(uemrro mto MakejoHUja HE TO
CTOpH) J1a TH pel BO ,,cBOja*
KOPUCT CIHOPHHUTE MOMEHTH
COIPOTUBHO CO Ce€Koja
peailHocT, TMNpaBaa W
JNEMOKPAaTCKu MNpUHUOUOU. A
CHIOPHUOT MOMEHT € BCYILIHOCT
caMO €lIeH — MAaKEOJHCKUOT
uaeHturer. 3amTo Ha byrapuja
MaKEJOHCKUOT HWJEHTUTET 3a
kal U TMpedYd HCTO TOJKY, a
Oypu U TOBEKE OJIKOJKY Ha
I'pumja. -Stojko Stojkov




16 September 2010

Regarding the action carried out during the past week against the right to self-determination in Bulgaria in relation

to the inclusion of columns for all minorities in Bulgaria on the census form:

Having regard to the strong campaign waged by ultranationalist and extremist groups and organizations
against the inclusion of columns for all minorities in the trial census which found support in much of the me-
dia;

Having regard to the fact that the government has not reacted against this anti-democratic wave of uncivi-
lised thinking and primitivism which brings shame on the country;

Having regard to the fact that a cabinet minister openly agitated against the freedom of citizens to determine
their own ethnicity and appealed for that right to be limited in various ways;

Having regard to the fact that the cabinet did not distance itself from the statements made by the minister;
Having regard to the fact that the Premier ordered a thorough investigation in order to find those considered
guilty, not from the ranks of those who agitated against the right to self-determination, but rather amongst *
those persons working at the National Statistics Institute (NSI);

Having regard to the fact that two deputy heads of the NSI were dismissed by the government for having
conscientiously carried out their duties and observed European principles by including in the “others” column
all objectively existing ethnic groups who identified as such at previous censuses;

We are compelled to state the following:

The upcoming census and its results have already been compromised!
The NSl is also compromised!
Democracy in Bulgaria is compromised!

Premier Borissov’s extremely inappropriate actions send a clear message:

That those employed in the NSI should be careful regarding “non-existent ethnic groups” at the next census
if they want to keep their jobs;

That future census-takers should note that certain ethnic groups should not exist and that their reglstratlon is
against state policy and may lead to corresponding punishment;

That the right of self-determination of the Macedonians, as well as other ethnic groups who are denied in
Bulgaria, does not exist, and that their self- determination as such is considered to be an anti-state act
which will be punished.

There is no doubt that the government, with the assistance of the security agencies is preparing to further manipu-

late the right of minorities to self- determination in Bulgaria. The creation of an atmosphere of fear and intolerance

of the Macedonians in Bulgaria existed prior to and at the time of the carrying out of the two previous censuses.
This scenario is obviously being repeated for a third time.

~ While in the neighbouring Republic of Macedonia there will be a column for “Bulgarian” at the upcoming census, in
Bulgaria a column for “Macedonian” is prohibited, despite the fact that at all censuses thousands of Bulgarian citi-
zens have self-identified as Macedonians.

However, that which has occurred is recognition in itself!

The harsh reactions of the nationalists — the offspring of the totalitarian security agencies-are a clear indication of

their fear of the truth, the truth that a Macedonian minority exists in Bulgaria and that the number of people with a 7 ,

Macedonian consciousness is exceedingly large, a truth that such circles cannot stomach.

c*>

Given this abnormal situation, in the name of the Macedonian minority in Bulgaria and in the name of our organisa-

tions, we declare that if urgent measures are not taken for the inclusion of the column “Macedonian”, as well as a
column for the remaining minorities, and if the government does not take measures to safeguard the internationally
guaranteed right to self-identification equally for all Bulgarian citizens and does not rectify the current abnormal
situation of intolerance and witch hunts,

We will not be able to recognize the results of the upcoming census
OMO “llinden”-PIRIN Association of Repressed Macedonians in Bulgaria

TMO VMRO (Independent)
KPD “Nikola Vaptsarov”

(Thgmks to Dr. Chris Popov for translatlng thls announcement to Engllsh from the onglnal Bulganan )




"HHKOJ HEMA NMPABO
AA NPETOBAPA 3A

MOETO WME:

Hemojre na Gugere uamamenn on TepmunuTe ‘mefyHapoamo, 6unarepanso,
yCTaBHO'
= AKO CE NPOMEHN BAHAW, AYPK K DnaTepanto, Hacekase ke buge NpoMeHETD
fany axare pa bupeme wapexysain ‘Cesepnomaxedonyu, ‘Cronjanyu; ‘Bapdapuu’
wnn cavo Maxedowyu?
Hue 1 YECTHTAMG HA MAKSADHOKATA BNaAa 32 c1asor “Hue nema da 20 npomenume Hauemo ume’,
wfyma €0 CAaMROT anl lexa NPeroBapame, My KaXYBAME Ha (BETOT jlexa
“Hue Ke 20 nposenuse nawemo ume”

- JeMpATE KO WTD J3 npusHane Makeaoawja 5enat feka "axo ce nocmuzie BuAaMEPRANO peulenye, mue

Mo2aw moa petientie Ke 20 npudamam U Ke 20 Kopuamam Kosomo do2080peno ume 3a Maxedonuja

- BINO KOj3 NPOMEHA Ha HAWLETO UME & HENPWGATINE], BAYSYBA[RM K OAPLAHNLM KaKD JTEMIRDaMnG,
Bapdapoxa vnn ‘Cesepra’ npen waeto Penytinuna Maredonuja’ Ha npumep (o eiHa TaKBa npoMena
Hne G Gune ocnoByBann Hacexane kaxo ‘Cesepwa Makedonuja’n ‘Cesepnomaxedonyu’ Kon
36opysaar ‘(esepromakedoncku’ jasuK.

HUE NOBEQYBAME. BEKE 127 3EMJU JA NPU3HAA MAKEAOHWIA NOJ KMETO
PENYB/IMKA MAKEQLOHMIA, BKNYYYBAJKMN U 4 O] 5-ve NOCTOJAHW 3EMIK
YNEHKW HA COBETOT 3A BESBEAAHOCT HA OBEAMHETHUTE HALWM.

HWE MMAME CUNA AA CTABMME KPAJ HA CETO OBA,

AA NPECTAHEME JA NTPETOBAPAME 3A HALWETO CONCTBEHO WME.

Npepn 1988 rop., Npumja reppewe pexa Makegonuja He nocrou. Toraw ja npeumenysa
‘Cesepra lpumja’ 8o ‘Maxkeponuja' Cera ogegraw Makegounja e rpuka?

Bo 1995 roa1., nopaneHKoT rpukn npemuep MuioTakuc npusHa Aexa NPUYHHATA Nnopagu
Koja lpyumja ce cnpoTMECTABYBA HA HALLETO HME € 32 12 MOXKe A1 IO HETUPA NOCTOETO

Ha GPOjHOTO MAKeQOHIXO MANUWHCTBO W Aa NPOAOC/IKK fia N0 NpOroxHyBa. Care
3Haeme fexa npobnemor Ha lpuKja e MAKeAOHCKMOT HACHTHTET M Ja3HK.
~ MJN!’A{IHI]HT(‘ Ha E.mr:aum (e (')DNY 32 (BONTE NOBEKOBM NPABA KaX0
MaKeaoHL i MILITO ADYTO

SAMOMHETE, IATA E BEKA EH10 KAKOB KOMIIPOMMC KE JOHECE
PEWEHME HA TPOG/TEMMTE CO TPYHIA. TOJ CAMO KE FH 3ACH/TH
MOIHYHHTE HA TPYHIA RO HEI3HHATA KPAJHA UEN - BATH
W3IBPHIIE MAKEQOHYNTE 04 HCTOPHIATA, CETALUHOCTA H HAHHHATA.

Hue cme Maxegonum! flanu cakare fa Bneseme Bo Mcropujara
KaKo ;yfe KoM ro npomeHuja HaueTo ume?

Koj um pasa npaso #a EY u HATO ga 6apaar ga ro npomennme
HAWKWOT naeHTuTeY?
- EY w HATO rvt npekpluysaar (eouTe CoNCTBEHH NPUHLIKNK ¥ HAYENa (0 T0a WTo Gapaar
HHE A3 CH 0 MPOMEHIME HMETD,
- [1a He (e npeaaBaMe Ha 3aNNaLYBakbaTa 0 CTPaHa Ha fpuwja u meguymcxure
npeAynpeayBatba Aexa Maxenonuja ke ‘nponapHe’ be3 ane3 Ha lemjata so EY u HATO
- BUieTe ja ceralunaTa exonomMeKa Kpu3a so [puwja
- Kamnarsa 3aCH08aHA KA 3GNNAWYEAKE (e KOpUCmU 30 0a ja Hamepa
Penybnuxa Maxedowuja da cu 20 npomesu umemo

EY W HATO ce 3anommmum Ha Npumja
Ipumja naxeLe 33 eKOHOMCXaTa CoCT0j0a B CBOJATA 32M)a M CETa OCTAHATHTE 3EMjH YACHKM
Ha EY ce npitHyAeHi 1a ¥ NOMAraar 3a 1a (e Cnpasi (o Kpu3aTa

EY ne cmee pna go3eonu kcenodpobuunara nonuruka va lpumja garm
BP3W pauere Ha Hej3uHKUTE 3eMmju uneHku. Mlpuswajme ja Maxedonuja!
- Axa EY v HATO HacTojyBaaT 12 ce npoMeHH HMETO, KAKBI 1M APYTH OTCTaNKK Ke noGapaar Tie

1 fpumja nogousa?
- Co NPOROIKYBAKLE HA NPECOBOPITE HWE NPAKIME JACHA NOPIKA ALK Ke 70 NPOMEHKME WMETO

- Mopame da npecmaneme 0a npezosapane 3a ROUEMO (ONAMEEHO ume!

3apasuor pasym nopayvysa: [lanu Hexoja apyra 3emja Ou
nperosapana 3a (80eTO CONCTBEHO ume?

- Mlanu Gut Tpebano amepukarokara cojy3Ha apwasa Ipy3nja (ra axeaucky Uopyua)
Aa nobapa ag Penybnuka [py3uja Aa o1 ro NPOMEHN WMETD?

- Nlasw bu Tpebano benrwckata nposusLa Myxcembypr aa nobapa Apxasara
Nlykcembypr 4a (1 1o NPOMENM WateTo!

HAJOCHOBHOTO YOBEKOBO NPABOE
NMPABOTO HA CAMOUAEHTUOUKALIUIA.

MAKEIOHCKMOT HAPOJ MOPA JIA W KAXKE HA BNALLATA A NNPECTAHE GA NPETOBAPA 3A
HALUETO MME. DA NOBAPAME KPAJ HA CPAMHATA PEQEPEHLIA ‘OHPOM. QA NOBAPAME
BE[HALI MET YHAPOJHO NPH3HABAIE N0 MMETO PENYSAHKA MAKEQOHHIA.

MMAOYT &
AMKUIT

wwa.mhrmlorg
ABCEAZMCY O MAKLACHEK HOT KONMIET 34 UOSEXOM NIPAZA

www. macsdunianhr arg.ss

M AEYTW MAKEAOHKN DPrasUIBMM - www.miwml.omg/our_rame_is_macedonia

HAWETO UME E MAKEAOHHJA



ADVERTISE WITH US

An ideal way that businesses and organisations can support the
AMHRC and contribute to its activities is by becoming an advertiser
in the AMHRC Review, the official publication of the AMHRC.

When you advertise your business, products and services in the AMHRC
Review, you make a difference every day by providing the necessary
resources to help proud Macedonians meet their ongoing challenges.

The AMHRC Review is a full-colour A4 quarterly publication containing a
mix of news, interviews and feature articles from local and international
correspondents. Distributed in both print and electronic formats via
email and the AMHRC website, the combined distribution/readership
of the AMHRC Review runs into the thousands both within Australia and
internationally.

There is no better way to promote your business, products and services to

the Australian-Macedonian community whilst playing a significant role in

defending the human rights of all Macedonians, than by advertising in the
AMHRC Review.

Advertise your business, products and
services in the AMHRC Review

Advertisement Sizes & Rates SOSUS Qs tsmus) 0 | Aresius (s )
inc. GST inc. GST

Double Page Spread $200 $700 (save $100)
Full Page $100 $350 (save $50)
1/2 Page (vertical | horizontal) $50 $160 (save $40)
1/3 Page (vertical [ horizontal) $40 $130 (save $30)
1/4 Page (vertical / horizontal | comer) $30 $100 (save $20)
Business Card $20 $70 (save $10)

1/2 Page 1/2Page Business
(vertical) (horizontal) Card

Double Page
Spread

1/3 Page 1/3 Page 1/4 Page 1/4 Page 1/4 Page
(vertical) (horizontal) (vertical) (horizontal) (corner)

And if you don’t have any exi,ting material For more info or to make a booking, please contact:

to use for your advertisement, we can Chris Terpos
Marketing Manager | AMHRC

Email: marketing@macedonianhr.org.au

make one up for you at no extra charge!




wsteauan makonian Reflections on Mr Balkan. or raising the voices of the
THEATREOF SYONEY violated and the vanquished e smmomes

One-off performance on Saturday
24" July 2010 at the Yan Yean
Theatre, South Morang, Melbourne.

As we walked into the theatre for the
performance of Mr Balkan, we were con-
fronted by a stark stage with a solitary
wheelchair on one side and a bench on
the other. Before any human character
appeared, we knew that a man or a
woman, their body certainly, and most
likely their mind, had been broken by the
passing of time and the common mortal-
ity that awaits all.

What happens in the next 80 plus min-
utes on the stage is a remarkable jour-
ney: a journey through time, language,
political, social and family experience.
We witness a tour de force, a first-rate
work of art directed by Stefo Nantsou
with the able assistance of co-author and

mony to resilience and courage that
even an honourable enemy would re-
spect.

Mr Balkan’s traumatic life events torture
his dreams and reminiscences as he
waits for God in his wheelchair. A mere
child dragged away from his native land
with other children, separated from
mother and dearest and nearest, he
leaves behind the conflagration of civil
war. A civil war anywhere is the nastiest
of all wars because it pits human beings
against their own kindred; it embitters
the future for it has destroyed the gen-
erations. Mr Balkan, a helpless child,
had been bundled off to another land to
continue his fateful journey through life
afresh. Then, after growing up in the
Eastern Bloc in a people’s democracy,

actor Dushan Ristevski, and the highly
talented Australian-Macedonian Drama
Group of Sydney. It surpasses the prom-
ises on its brochure to make us “laugh,
cry, sing and remember’— how many
reading this can remember when they
last experienced a book or saw a film that
was proclaimed a “masterpiece” by its
publishers or promoters that did actually
live up to expectations? It is a thing as
rare as the phoenix.

So what made Mr Balkan particularly un-
usual and special? For one, all the actors
performed their roles (in the case of the
director co-writer and actor, Stefo Nant-
sou-four roles) with authority, authenticity
and magic. That in itself was achieve-
ment enough. But there were deep reso-
nances with the themes — not just the
journey of the central character, Mr Bal-
kan (or Everyman), as he is assailed in

his wheelchair in the nursing

(vo demokratska drzhava, as he was
raised to believe) he comes to Australia
as a young man at the height of the Cold
War, where on opening his suitcase at
customs, he reveals an axe to his new
hosts. It was with this tool as his chief
arsenal against the hostile world, that he
crosses the seas, anticipating in the great
pechalbar tradition of his immediate fore-
bears that he would earn his keep in the
vast strange new land of Australia, as he
had heard that its coasts were heavily
forested.

Those who may have thought that the
“culture clash” jokes of migrants arriving
in a new land had been done to death,
will be surprised by the comic episodes
generated by the Macedonian refugees
going through customs in this drama.

home by heart-wrenching memories. Des-
tiny had singled him out together with over
28,000 other innocent Macedonian chil-
dren, for the role of a child refugee from
the Greek Civil War (1946-49).

Mr Balkan’s drama did not end with the
evacuation from the war-torn area of his
native land in 1948; his life was marked by
further struggle, as the Greek authorities,
would discriminate against him for the rest
of his life if he asserted his right to call
himself a Macedonian. A child refugee is a
remarkable destiny, just as the destiny of
the Macedonian people, and Macedonia
itself, is extraordinary even by Balkan
standards. Macedonia and the Macedo-
nian people have been and still are the
focus of hostility from four groups, distin-
guished only by the varying degrees of
their virulent nationalistic ambitions. For
Macedonians to survive and maintain the
struggle for self-affirmation surely is testi-

There is not only Mr Balkan who came
with his axe; there is the dear old baba
with her spindle loaded with pure white
wool, threatening the nation that is riding
“on the sheep’s back” for its wealth, to
judge from the roars of protest from the
customs officer . There are many such
witty conceits and images and especially
clever puns; but this crackling pace and
sparkling variety is best experienced
when witnessed on the stage. (In my
opinion, while the DVD is an indispensa-
ble record of the performance and should
be owned by all Macedonians, the real
live performance is the best way to sa-
vour the rapture and artistic enchant-
ment.)

The rich themes are embodied in the
movements, sounds, songs, rhythms,
(Continued on page 26)




AMHRC
RECOMMENDS
ATTENDING
THE RETURN
MELBOURNE
PERFORM-
ANCE OF MR
BALKAN

ABcCTPp
MaKeOHCKVOT TeaTap OA
CugHej no 6Gapakwe Ha
MakepoHunTe opf
Men6ypH n Bukropuja no
BTOp naTt Ke ja
npeseHTnpa TeatapckaTa
npecrasa

MP BAJIKAH

anumecekKo

Op Credo HaHuy m
OywaH PucteBcku
BO pexuja Ha Ctedo
HanTuy

Mp bankaH e HoBa
ncuxonowka gpama,
Tparm-komepnuja
mcnonHerTa co
emMoumoHanH1 Habou 3a
TpaymaTta u Tparegujata
Ha  MaKkefgoOHCKaTa
Hauwuja. WcTaTta gaBa
crnvka 3a nepuogoT Ha
MakedoHcKata ucTopuja
Kora HeBMHM [feua Oea
NPUCKIHO MCENYBaHU 04
AOMOBUTE Ha _ cBouTe
pogutenn Bo Erejckuot
pen Ha MakegoHuja u
ncrnipakaHun no OOMOBUTE
Ha WCTOYHO-EBPOINCKUTE
OpP>XaBu.

OBa e pgpama 3a
MakegoHckata [onroTta.
OBa e pgpama 3a
TpaymarTa H a
pacnonyTeHurTe
cemejcTBa, 3a Tpaymara
Ha Hag 30 wnjagn geua
Koja rm cneu ce Ao

KpajoT Ha  HUBHWOT
XWBOT: CTpaBoT o0f
MMUHATOTO on

OTKOpPHYBakeTo €
npucyTeH n BO
noctapute TOAWHN,
nocebHo o hakToT WTO
He MM e [J03BOJIEHO Aa
CU M noceTaT CBOUTE
OrHMWITa nopagu Toa
wTo ce MakegoHuw.

The award winning Aus-
tralian Macedonian
Theatre of Sydney visits
Melbourne again with its
latest production

MR BALKAN

Mr Balkan, a tragic-
comedy traces the emo-
tional trauma and tragedy
of the Macedonian Nation.
It sheds light on a little
known period of Macedo-
nian and European history
where Macedonian chil-
dren were removed from
their native homes during
the Greek Civil war and re
-settled in Eastern Euro-

pean countries. Most
were not allowed to return
to their homes because of
their Macedonian ethnic-
ity. Some who agreed to
adopt Greek names were
allowed to return and
those who refused reset-
tled in the Republic of
Macedonia, Australia,
USA and Canada or
stayed in their adoptive
Eastern European coun-
tries.

At times hilarious, sad,
joyous and bittersweet,
"Mr. Balkan" is a celebra-
tion of the spirit of family,
culture and a yearning to

return to one's homeland.
At its heart, this play
shows how identity is both
political and personal:
while Mr Bal-
kan’s separation from his
homeland continues to
torment him in his adult
life, in seeking solace
in his identity and in the
memories of a stolen
childhood, he has the will
to go on.

Come Laugh Cry and
Sing as we remember the
struggles of the Macedo-
nian Refugees-Detsa
Begaltsi.

Australian Macedonian Theatre of Sydney in association With Mace donia Foundation.

Funher desails conrace: Dushan Risevski 425 231338
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A new tragic-comedy play
by Australian-Macedonian

Theatre, Sydney.

Directed

by Stefo Nantsou
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LAUGH, cRy, sing AND

REMEMBE
THE MacoTH

E STRUGGLES oF

"ACEDON“N REFUGEES,

AN MACEDONG
F OF SYDNEY
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The Macedonian writer Zhivko
Chingo (1935-1987) created several
literary works that are enduring clas-
sics of Macedonian literature. These
include his collections of short sto-
ries entitled Paskvelija (1962) and
Nova Paskvelija (1965) and the
novel Golemata Voda. (1971). The
enduring value of his works certainly
owes much to his masterful storytel-
ling and compelling characters. At
the same time, most Macedonians
also appreciated his brave explora-
tion of themes that had been more or
less taboo in Communist Party run
Yugoslavia up until that time.

Macedonians have often had to re-
sist unjust authority during a history
that included a number of harsh for-
eign occupations. This was particu-
larly true during the long Ottoman
Turkish occupa-
tion and in more
recent times
when the
neighboring Ser-
bian, Bulgarian
and Greek states
partitioned Mace-
donia among
themselves fol-
lowing the Balkan
Wars, and again
during World War
Two when the
Axis Powers oc-
cupied the Bal-
kans. The libera-
tion of Vardar
Macedonia dur-
ing World War
Two under Yugo-
slav Communist
Partisan leader-
ship led to the
creation of the
first autonomous
Macedonian
state there since medieval times, a
state that has since become the fully
independent Republic of Macedonia.
However, even in post-war Socialist
Yugoslavia Macedonians had to face
hard choices when unjust or arbitrary
authorities demanded almost abso-
lute obedience. Particularly during
the early years of communist rule
most people would simply silently
obey those in authority.

They had learned the wisdom of
such behavior during long centuries
when outside imposed authority had
sometimes been nearly impossible
for Macedonians to resist. During
most of the five hundred years of the
Ottoman Turkish occupation, as
Krste P. Misirkov wrote in his trea-

A modern Macedonian master storyteller

tise, On Macedonian Matters, (1903):
“The Turks took our land and divided it
among themselves: we had to recon-
cile ourselves to this loss. They then
began to take our children and bring
them up as Turks. ... Even then we
kept silent.” Macedonians learned a
certain patient endurance from centu-
ries of life with little hope of successful
rebellion against the occupiers. How-
ever, when they did see some hope of
successful rebellion they traded the
saying: “The bowed head is never cut
off,” for: “Freedom or death.”

Zhivko Chingo’s powerful stories of
resistance to unjust authority were
eagerly received by a Macedonian
public that had lived in silent fear of
such authority for far too long by
the1960’s. Chingo struck a particularly
responsive chord in his Macedonian
readers when in 1971 he created the

By Dr. Michael Seraphinoff

the hands of and his resistance to un-
just authority certainly echoes that of
other Macedonians through the centu-
ries in Ottoman prisons, Greek prison
camps, or the Yugoslav gulag on the
prison island of Goli Otok. Sometimes
a masterfully told fiction offers a far
more compelling picture of something
that is true in human life than the most
carefully documented factual account.
Chingo’s work nourishes the spirit in
ways that only a mythic tale can. Here
is an excerpt from Chingo’s novel as
translated by Kolupacev, just to give
you a taste of what | mean:

Olivera Srezoska paid him special at-
tention, if another child did something
wrong, she would shout at him, “Why
do you sway when you walk?” or “Don’t
wave your arms about, walk properly,”
or again “Why have you raised your

head so high?

dreamy, idealistic character Kejten in
the novel Golemata Voda (The Big
Water). Kejten is abused and tortured
by the authorities in the children’s
home where he lives simply because
he cannot cringe and obey. Those in
power demand an almost absolute
obedience that he cannot live with. His
body may be under their power to tor-
ture and confine, but his spirit will not
be subdued.

It is significant that the publisher of the
excellent English language translation
by Elizabeth Kolupacev Stewart of
Chingo’s novel chose this work. Pol-
litecon Publications normally chooses
books that focus on the culture, history
and struggle for human rights of Mace-
donians in Greece. Lem’s suffering at

Dr Michael Seraphinoff

Why are you
laughing? What
are you laughing
about, you
ragged good for
nothing? Look at
yourself; lower
your head. Stop
laughing.”

Then, for the first
time, our eyes
met. He looked
at me warmly,
with a cheerful
smile, as though
he were saying
“Little fool, you
are afraid. This
barking, old hag
has scared you! |
am here, don’t
worry!” Curse
me, he acted as
though he was
the one who had
been made responsible for me rather
than me for him. Distrustful, | gave him
a sideways glance. At once, he under-
stood my glance and now, without hesi-
tation he said, “You are mad, friend.
You thought that about me but you are
the one who is mad!” He said the truth,
curse me, as though he was inside my
head. “Come on, little fellow,” he said
then, friendly, with that same crooked
smile. “Don’t be a child. | know about
little puppies like you, they just yap.”
And in the same moment, he burst into
a fit of uncontrollable laughter. Curse
me, nothing could stop him. He’s going
to laugh for a few centuries, | thought
to myself, he’ll laugh until the very last
drop. | swear, he was a terrible giggler.

(Continued on page 35)
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have still likely been lodged in the col-
lective unconscious and this creates
an insecurity that seems to make itself
abhorrently evident via the often vi-
cious manner in which Greek bigotry
attempts to deny another nation’s right
to an identity.

Some have estimated that during the
15th century when the Ottomans con-
guered the whole of what became
modern Greece in 1830, some 45% of
it was populated by Albanians (20).
Their descendants played a leading
role in the war for independence which
helped win freedom from the Turks in
1821(21). The Vlachs were recorded in
medieval times as having settled in
what became modern Greece in very
significant numbers (22). The Vlach
intelligentsia paved the way for revolu-
tion in Greece during Ottoman times
and, according to one Greek historian,
“... contributed enormously to the de-
velopment of a cultural network across
national cultures and its members had
acted as carriers of Greek language
and culture due to their continuous
migrations”(23). The Vlachs not only
contributed to building up the new Hel-
lenism which they imported from West-
ern Europe, they also contributed to
fighting the Turks as well being promi-
nent Armatoles (police under Ottoman
authority who betrayed the Sultan) and
Klephts (bandit rebels). Yet their obvi-
ous Latin cultural origins are often ig-
nored (24). However, during the early
19th century, the average person in
what became Greece, according to the
Historian William St. Claire, possessed
feelings that were out of step with
prominent philhellenes like Lord Byron:

“Most Greeks did not share Byron’s
views and would not have understood
his allusions. They did not think of
themselves as Greeks at all - and cer-
tainly not as Hellenes (a word inciden-
tally which always makes me uncom-
fortable) but as Christians or Orthodox.
They had little sense of nationality in
the Western European sense of a na-
tion state like England or France with
distinct geographical boundaries, a
single language, and uniform culture.
They thought of themselves rather as
Orthodox Christian inhabitants of a
large multi-racial empire. They were
not, for the most part, in the least inter-
ested in their ancient ancestors, and
they knew very little about them. When
travelers found the locals at Marathon
or Salamis with stories about ancient
times, they were delighted, for they
thought they had found a genuine tra-
dition from ancient times. But the lo-
cals were usually repeating stories
they had heard from earlier travel-
lers.”(25)

When philhellenic infiltration took place

after the formation of the modern Greek
state, the multi-cultural inhabitants of
Greece were to become very forcefully
‘Hellenized’ (26). Moreover, this state
began to spread the new doctrine out-
ward into neighbouring lands. In particu-
lar, racist Hellenistic notions were di-
rected towards all the Macedonians,
Vlachs, Albanians and Turks in Mace-
donia and the Megali Idea, which rever-
berates even today, would attempt to
forcefully impose itself on them via the
use of terror. Serious practical cultural
(especially linguistic) gaps between the
Macedonians and modern Greeks, in
part explain the use of terror and as one
scholar has noted, “...the Greeks, who
could not compete on this terrain, com-
pensated by stressing an imaginary eth-
nicity”. (27)

The Greek myths in regard to Mace-
donia are significantly connected to the
intolerant seeds contained in the origins
of modern Hellenism and the Megali
Idea (a 19th and 20th cen-
tury expansionist plan for a Greater
Greece). During the 19th century, Greek
as a language was a mercantile, eccle-
siastical lingua franca among the bi-
lingual (sometimes tri-lingual) inhabi-
tants of the Balkans, including Mace-
donia. One scholar estimated “The
Greek - speaking population in the three
provinces that made up Ottoman Mace-
donia was approximately 10% of the
total population”. (28)

Undaunted by this practical cultural di-
vide Greeks attempted to “Hellenize” all
and any in their path. Ironically a seg-
ment of the Vlachs formed the
“backbone of Hellenism” in Macedonia
during the early years of the 20th cen-
tury. (29) Numerous foreign observers
like the Englishman Brailsford, noted
that “The average Greek or Hellenised
Vlach in Macedonia, who professes to
believe that the whole population is
Greek, is doubtless to a great extent the
victim of his daily impressions. He lives
in a town which is for the most part Hel-
lenised. He never goes into the country.
He does not know the villages or the
village folk. But even the more educated
and moderate Greek ... will add a claim
on behalf of Greece to more territory
than her sons inhabit, "in recognition of
the civilising mission of Hellenism.” |
confess to some difficulty in deciding
what Hellenism means in this connec-
tion. What is the specific attitude of mind
which it denotes?”(30)

The observations of foreigners not only
demonstrate the claim that Hellenism
has a dominant cultural continuity in
Macedonia extending back “4000
years”, to be an absurd myth; they also
make it clear that it is ridiculous to try to
claim this for the lands upon which the
modern Greek state itself was first
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formed. The contradictions between
the available evidence and the myth
are simply insurmountable. They do
however; assist in illustrating some-
thing else about the modern Greeks
and their attempts to deny the exis-
tence of Macedonians: “all that these
contradictions really prove is that after
nearly two centuries of independence,
Greek nationalists remain insecure and
self-doubting behind their boastful and
touchy facades” (31). Extreme nation-
alists, on the surface always seem to
find a way to ignore the realities of the
more recent past in order to maintain
the rather childish “logic according to
which all the country’s modern claims
must be evaluated by the yardstick of
ancient history” (32). When Anastasia
Karakasidou wrote her book Fields of
wheat, hills of blood, about the forced
Hellenization of Macedonia that was
annexed by Greece, it set off a fire
storm that reveals the difficulties below
the surface of ultra-nationalist rhetoric
and “exhibits both the nervousness of
the Greek establishment and the per-
sistence of stereotypes of Greeks as
irrational, hysterical Balkan lunatics
among supposedly sober commenta-
tors in the West. It also demonstrates
the neuralgia that anthropology can
induce in those who are committed to
unitary myths of national origin, as it
also does the sometimes unavoidable
entailment of anthropology in its object
study”.(33)

This myth of Hellenism, which has sig-
nificant racist traditions, is a denier of
human rights to the Macedonian mi-
nority in Greece. Loring Danforth, an
Anthropologist, describes an ultrana-
tionalist weekly newspaper that is dis-
tributed throughout Greece and its Di-
aspora, that “is testament to the evils
of militarism, irredentism, xenophobia,
and racism which are often fostered by
extreme nationalism” and that “Calls
for the reclamation of Asia Minor,
Northern Macedonia (the Republic of
Macedonia), and Northern Ipiros
(Southern Albania) are standard
themes of most issues, as are attacks
on ethnic minorities in Greece such as
the Jews, the ‘Mongols of Thrace’(the
Turks), and the ‘Gypsy-Skopians’ (the
Macedonians)” and this newspaper
“even offered large sums of money
and free trips to Greece as rewards for
the ‘elimination’ of Macedonian activ-
ists who are regarded as particularly
dangerous enemies of Hellenism”(34).
This is but a more virulent example of
what Macedonians in Greece are gen-
erally up against. How else is one to
explain the fact that Greece refuses to
recognise their existence!? Moreover,
the Republic of Macedonia’s name,
identity and culture are being chal-
lenged by this neighbourhood bully

(Continued on page 24)
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that is neurotically bent on maintaining
an untenable national narrative. Goce
Delchev, an early 20th century Macedo-
nian liberation leader, once wrote “The
moral revolution - the revolution of the
mind, heart and soul of an enslaved
people, is our greatest task”. He said
this for the Macedonians under Ottoman
rule, however Delchev's dictum may
also be applied to those Greeks who
have been enslaved by the intolerant
traditions within modern Hellenism and
we need to remind them of their past,
their diverse cultural origins and aid
them to construct a history that does not
encourage them to deny the rights and
existence of other ethnic groups.
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and words in the two main languages
(Macedonian and English) with bo-
nuses from other cross-linguistic pyro-
technics. lIrresistible is the tall, loud,
redoubtable customs officer barking at
the wretched refugees: “Sprechen die
Deutsch? Hablas Espanol? Serish
Ellinika?” played by the towering Stefo
Nantsou . In this latter question we
have a pun of sheer genius: the Greek
Xeris Elinika? ‘Do you speak
Greek?” by a slip of the tongue from a
struggling learner becomes the Mace-
donian Serish Ellinika (‘Do you shit
Greek?”). For those like me who grew
up in Australia among Macedonians
who knew the Greek language but
rarely if ever spoke anything other than
Macedonian or English among them-
selves, such puns were very common.
Whenever any of our elders told the
stories about the years when the
Greek authorities attempted cultural
genocide with terror and intimidation,
such word play and linguistic jokes
abounded in their narratives, even
though they would not have been a
laughing matter at the time. These
policies of the authoritarian Greek
regimes to change family names,
place names, village names, and to
destroy gravestones bearing Cyrillic
inscriptions etc was a ruthless strategy
to destroy both the identity and the
historical memory of the Macedonians.

One of my favourite anecdotes about
the punishing of the Macedonians for
speaking their own language instead
of Greek was told to me by a chichko
who copped a heavy fine as well as a
dose of castor oil from the vigilant
Greek ruffians from the local police.
His crime was to use the standard Ma-
cedonian imperative sounds when he
was directing his donkey loaded with
produce bound for market to stop:
chuksh! and to get it going: shchi!
[often followed by an angry V’ko da te
isturi...! If the donkey was big on inaet-
stubbornness]. | believe this digres-
sion is in order as those who are not
familiar with this dimension of 20" cen-
tury Macedonian history might puzzle
over the nuances of Serish Ellinika?

which might appear to be merely a lame
and vulgar pun. It is more than just a
cheap crack at the language of the Greek
oppressors. It is an expression of con-
tempt and a sense of outrage from the
downtrodden, from those whose ances-
tral graves have been spat upon by arro-
gant intruders. It is a reminder that the
Greek military regime of General
Metaxas in the late thirties had jailed and
tortured Macedonians for speaking their
own language and had forced illiterate
babi (old grannies) to attend night
classes in order to learn Greek, a lan-
guage in which most of whom could not
even say hello.

Let us come back to the year 2010 with
Mr Balkan, on stage in a northern suburb
of Melbourne.

The Australian customs officer, not long
after giving a migrating stara baba from a
preliterate culture a dictation test in Eng-
lish, gradually transforms before our eyes
into a humane Australian doctor caring
for the wheelchair bound Mr Balkan who
wakes from the chiaroscuro of dreams of
personal history and trauma.

The actor Vasko Srbinovski reaches
some great peaks in the lead role. Heart-
rending are his wails for the lost baby
Fana that was entrusted to his care by
his mother; these memories are eerie,
ghost-like, heart-breaking, too deep for
tears; there are other poignant recollec-
tions that haunt and stir the depths of
one’s own memories. And then, there is
the permanent pain, the unresolved inner
conflict, the deep longing of his genera-
tion of Macedonians who had drunk to
the dregs the bitterness of their heritage.
More than anything else, Mr Balkan
wants to see “Makedonija oslo-
bodena” (Macedonia liberated)...this
doomed hope, has become a trans-
formed and transforming metaphor that
seethes (vrie!) in his consciousness and
which he will carry to his grave. Vasko
captures this state, its essential misery,
and craziness, and its terrible power to
move others.

This forlorn longing characterises Mr
Balkan and like-minded compatriots; and
I have witnessed it on many occasions
from our elderly people and still hear it.

This unattainable dream that has
wounded yet energized them is some-
thing that fills their daily lives as they lis-
ten through the media about the latest in
the absurd charade called the “name dis-
pute” where an intransigent Greece,
whose own national self-abasement has
taken the form of bankruptcy, continues
in her attempt to humiliate and destabilise
the Republic of Macedonia. The Macedo-
nian modern drama is actually a continu-
ous epic; an lliad where battles may be
won or lost, but where the war itself,
never comes to a stop.

This yearning is there before us in Mr
Balkan. He, the Macedonian, who wants
to go to his final rest, free from the strug-
gles and tensions of this world with an
end to his restless sojourn, an end to the
sense of having been violated as one of
the “rejects of life” and carrying the bur-
den of the tragedy of his people. He is
not just a Macedonian from a part of Ma-
cedonia oppressed by a military usurper.
He is all Macedonians from all parts of
Macedonia and from anywhere. He is all
Balkan people who have been, and still
are, sent to the bottom of the pile as the
bottom dogs by political regimes for
which minority rights are dirty words. Is
this not what all human beings are , those
who struggle for a dream, or more accu-
rately perhaps, who strive to escape their
nightmares? No matter what pathos
such yearnings may carry, whatever illu-
sions they may harbour, it gives a people
their unique identity, the particular colour-
ing of their life-experiences, or personal
history, not to say the very passions that
define them and give their dramas its
poignancy. The least one could say is
that a dramatic life is an interesting life.
After all, Mr Balkan is a member of that
vast mass of humanity whom Frantz
Fanon designated as “the wretched of the
earth”, in the book he addressed to the
colonised peoples, the phrase used for
the title of the English translation.
(Incidentally, Frantz Fanon taught the
oppressed a big lesson: “stop talking to
the enemy cap in hand, talk to each
other...”).

The audience on the night that | wit-
nessed this extraordinary piece of drama,
a Macedonian contribution to Refugee
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Week, invariably greeted with sponta-
neous bursts of patriotic applause all
moments that recalled or suggested
the historical traumas — the very word
“Macedonia” elicited the deepest emo-
tional responses. This was authentic
people’s theatre, it appealed to the
heart by addressing the deepest ter-
rors and aspirations in its audience.
The spectacle concluded with a tradi-
tional Macedonian dance, and one felt
a sense of liberation, one breathed a
clean, fresh air in spite of the bleak-
ness; at any rate, it was a far cry from
the audience being left in a state of
gloom and depression. It was not in
any way a weakly sentimental ending
tacked on as a balm for the scars that
had accrued, because the sombre
tone had often been punctuated by

that the Republic of Mace-
donia change its constitutional name.

It is through its artistic power, its ca-
pacity to move us by the skilful deploy-
ment of its images, and its narrative
that this remarkable drama rises above
the political point scoring game. At the
level of family, the pain of the separa-
tions of the past, and the setbacks in
the new land and the problems with
the new generation in the alien culture
(Sinmi samo parite mi gi saka! — ‘My
son only wants my money!”) are an
integral part of Mr Balkan’s life career.
And then, of course, with the inevitable
decline of life whose imperfections are
magnified by the passage of time for
all human beings, we come back to the
wheelchair and its deeply resonant
symbolism for both past and present
with the ultimate bad luck of life with its
wars, poverty, natural disasters and
diseases.

Freedom from fear was the slogan for
Refugee Week, when Mr Balkan was
offered to the public in July of this
year. The Australian context in which

strong life-affirming upward impulses.

What had the drama enacted that made
this ultimately an uplifting and liberating
performance? My explanation is a simple
one: any person’s life, especially if it is of
some duration, cannot be represented as
a mere black picture - a black picture is
no picture. So the event before us,
through all the tears and angst, was
sprinkled with refreshing showers, with
shafts of sunlight (humour, song, kind-
ness, love) — both laughter and song can
in themselves be ambiguous — sad as
well as joyous, bitter-sweet. The drama at
its best is that which plays with life’s com-
plexities, its contradictions, its infinite
variety. Hence the vitality that the action
on stage exhibits, the lived and felt life it
presents. The essential sanity and hu-
manity of the performance, its very seri-
ous realism, or truth to life is undeniable.

One of the greatest moments in Mr Bal-
kan is the way a crucial trauma at the

the play has been created and per-
formed, is of great relevance to the asy-
lum seeker question that the Australian
Government has handled so badly and
insensitively. The Australian Government
policies vis-a-vis refugees are very con-
fusing at present and hopefully the novel
arrangement with the minority govern-
ment will take a more humane and just
approach.

In conclusion

Mr Balkan is an imaginative work of art
that presents the unique experience of
violation of a whole generation of Mace-
donians. It is also one of the most impas-
sioned imaginative pleas | have wit-
nessed against the victors who want to
wipe out that history and want to keep
walking over the corpses of the van-
quished. The moral responsibility, the
moral fierceness of this drama is a flash
of light thrown against the darkness of
fate. It defies the invariant and inexorable
nationalistic propagandas in the Balkans
with all their appalling ordure, and tragic
waste. Its theme therefore is universal
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level of identity is captured with amazing
vividness and profound wit and humour:
Stefo Nantsou as the redoubtable de-
formed Greek invalid in the aged care
centre yells in Greek at Mr Balkan telling
the wheelchair-bound man that he is an
“Ellinas!” (a Greek!) while Mr Balkan hurls
back his defiance for all his powerless-
ness with “Makedonets!” (a Macedonian!)
in their respective languages. This mad
verbal duel continues with just these two
words repeated with a rising crescendo.
This insane challenge from the Greeks
has been a definitive experience for the
Macedonians since Greece usurped the
lion'’s share of the territory of Macedonia
under Ottoman rule for over 500 years in
the aftermath of the two Balkan Wars
(1912-13). Today this challenge with its
attack on the dignity of the Macedonians
is still going on with the denial of basic
human rights to Macedonians within
Greece; and at the international level, it
has taken the form of the Hellenic Repub-
lic persisting with its insulting demand

and speaks with the moral authority
of all oppressed and violated people in
the world.

Post-Scriptum: A plea to the Macedo-
nian people

The struggle against domination and op-
pression has to be multi-pronged. All Ma-
cedonian communities in the Diaspora
have to be united and organised to sup-
port the cause for Macedonian human
and civil rights at all times. | think mas-
sive support for the Arts that affirm this
struggle, like the drama of Mr Balkan as
one example among many, should be
given the utmost financial and moral sup-
port. No one should need convincing that
a performance of Mr Balkan, or a book
that affirms Macedonian culture, history
and our unique language, or any positive
manifestation or celebration of our heri-
tage, should be given other than total
support and encouragement. Everyone of
us can do it with a genuine appreciation
of the worth of such creations and docu-
mentations, encouragement, and a few
dollars.
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PART |
Our Final Submission to the AHRC

4 May 2010

Ms Catherine Branson QC

President

Australian Human Rights Commission
GPO Box 5218

Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Ms Branson,
Re: Assessment of AMHRC complaint against Premier Mike Rann MP
Thank you for your letter of 20 April 2010.

We are writing this submission on the assumption that there still remains an oppor-
tunity for us to convince you to reconsider your assessment of our complaint. Our
response is lengthy because we have attached some material with which we hope
to convey our context and thereby increase your understanding of some related
matters and because we have decided to also respond to some peripheral issues
that emerged from Mr. Rann’s response to our complaint.

In his response, Premier Rann claims that his criticisms were directed only at the
“incumbent President” of the Republic of Macedonia. However, in our opinion, this
is not borne out by a reading of the transcript of his comments that he himself pro-
vided.

His criticism of the President of the Republic of Macedonia was in reference to the
utilisation of the symbol of Alexander the Great in a number of public projects. We
do not agree with this as a valid criticism. The Premier must be aware that history
and culture are selectively and abstractly constructed. Therefore he could not truly
believe that the modern usage of Alexander the Great could in any way have con-
stituted a “dangerous stirring up of trouble” as he asserted. Comments like these
could not have been delivered “in good faith” as Premier Rann claimed in his re-
sponse. Moreover, to place the naming of a highway, “Alexander the Great” in the
same context as apartheid in South Africa as Mr. Rann does in his response, is
ridiculous and extremely offensive — not just to the President or government of the
Republic of Macedonia, but to all Macedonians whether they voted for the current
administration or not.

Finally and most importantly, many Macedonians in Australia and elsewhere have a
strong attachment to their original homeland and its historical and cultural richness.
Many Macedonians are proud of the modern usage of the symbol of Alexander the
Great by the Macedonian government. They consider the usage of such ancient
symbols an important factor in the construction and maintenance of their ethno-
cultural identity — in fact the Macedonian government embarked on the project, pre-
cisely because numerous Macedonians were in favour of it. Premier Rann must be
aware of this (at any rate he implies in his response that he takes a keen interest in
such matters). In this context, to refer to such usage of the symbol of Alexander the
Great as ‘historical and cultural thievery’ is an attack against the ethno-cultural
identity of Macedonians across the world.

CLARIFICATION OF SOME PERIPHERAL ISSUES

Mr. Rann claims in his response that he has long held an interest in international
affairs, yet somehow he has always been strangely quiet when it comes to
Greece’s well documented human rights abuses against its Macedonian minority.
Premier Rann claims that his views are “consistent with the criticisms also made by
other European Union countries and the United Nations”. They are not in fact con-
sistent and he did not even offer any evidence to support his assertion. Moreover,
he conveniently fails to mention that Greece has been a consistent violator of the
rights of its Macedonian minority. For example, at the end of 2009, the European

(Continued on page 29)
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Commission against Racism and Intolerance, a European independent human rights monitor-
ing body that specialises in questions relating to racism and intolerance, after excoriating
Greece on its abysmal record in relation to human rights recommended that:

“... the Greek authorities take measures to recognize the rights of the members of the differ-
ent groups living in Greece [including Macedonians], including to freedom of association, in
full compliance with the relevant judgements of the European Court of Human Rights ...
[Moreover], ECRI also strongly recommends that the Greek authorities take steps to recog-
nize the right to self identification of these groups [ie: Macedonians]”. (See European Com-
mission against Racism and Intolerance, Fourth Report on Greece, Adopted on 2 April 2009,
CRI (2009) 31, Strasbourg, 15 September 2009, para. 115 and 117.)

In connection with Premier Rann’s reference to the United Nations, it is apt to here cite from
the UN independent expert on minority issues, Gay McDougall, who also reported on
Greece’s aberrant human rights behaviour. For example, she states that:

“Successive governments have pursued a policy of denial of the ethnic Macedonian commu-
nity and the Macedonian language ... The response of earlier Greek governments was to sup-
press any use of the Macedonian language and cultural activities. In recent times the harsh
tactics have ceased but those identifying as ethnic Macedonian still report discrimination and
harassment. They consider it of crucial importance for their continued existence that their eth-
nic identity and distinctiveness is respected. The Macedonian language is not recognized,
taught, or a language of tuition in schools”. (Promotion and Protection of all Human Rights,
Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, including the right to Development’, Re-
port of the independent expert on minority issues, Gay McDougall, Addendum Mission to
Greece, (8-16 September 2008), A/HRC/10/11/Add.3, 18 February 2009, para. 41.)

Somewhat ironically given the Premier's comments, Ms McDougall even notes the symbolic
ethnic cleansing of ethnic Macedonians by the Greek state in the early half of the 20™. Cen-
tury: “In the 1920s and 30s laws required the replacement of non-Greek names of towns, vil-
lages, rivers and mountains with Greek names. The family names of the Macedonian speak-
ing population were also required to be changed to Greek names. Individuals seeking to re-
instate Macedonian family names have had their petitions refused by authorities on adminis-
trative grounds. Community representatives note that traditional names continue to be in com-
mon usage and call for reinstatement and the official usage of a dual nomenclature e.g. Flo-
rina/Lerin”, (See para. 42.)

Indeed, Premier Rann would do well to read what the UN independent expert on minority
rights recommends:

“The government should retreat from the dispute over whether there is a Macedonian minority
or a Turkish minority and place its full focus on protecting the rights to self-identification, free-
dom of expression and freedom of association of those communities. The Greek government
should comply with the judgments of the European Court on Human Rights that associations
should be allowed to use the words Macedonian or Turkish in their names and to freely ex-
press their ethnic identities. Those associations denied in the past must be given official regis-
tration promptly. Their further rights to minority protections must be respected as elaborated in
the Declaration on Minorities and the core international human rights treaties”. (See para. 90.)

We reiterate, it is strange that Premier Rann, the self-described champion of human rights
and multiculturalism has never once mentioned the consistent human rights violations of
Greece. In any case, the last time we checked, he is not the Foreign Minister of Australia.

Moreover, his comments against the President of the Republic of Macedonian, Georgi lvanov,
seem disingenuous, because the powers of the President of the Republic of Macedonia, in
accordance with the Macedonian Constitution, are mainly ceremonial and he has very little
influence on governmental decisions and the day-to day running of the country. He most cer-
tainly has no authority to change the names of airports or any other public institutions. Premier
Rann’s assertions in this regard are just absurd. They are akin to somebody condemning the
Governor General of Australia for decisions to rename Australian highways, or airports for that
matter.

Crux of the Complaint

We recognise that some of the above is peripheral; though we felt it was important to clarify
these issues. The crux of our complaint derives from comments the Premier made in the sec-
ond half of his speech before the Greek community. Here, he made the following remarks (as
his own transcript reveals): “People sometimes say to me, but why is this important? It is im-
portant because no one is entitled to steal another nation’s history or culture; that’s why it’s
important”.

(Continued on page 30)
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In the lead up to this offensive assertion, Premier Rann, implicitly though nevertheless clearly,
explained that he was aiming those remarks at Macedonians in general; an ethnic group that
does not consider itself Greek and again we quote:

“Some people you know interestingly just a few months ago in May, a whole group of very dis-
tinguished Greek scholars came out and had written to the new President of the United States,
President Barack Obama and have said to him, told him the real history of Macedonia. Told
him about the fact that the Greek Macedonians were there centuries and centuries before, the
history of Phillip of Macedon, the history of Alexander the Great & Hellenism. And that's why
this centre is so important. I’'s important for you but it’s also important for the rest of us. To
have a centre that celebrates the great Hellenic tradition, the Greek tradition of Makethonia.
And so | promise you that we will remain firm and unswerving in our support for your cause.
People sometimes say to me ‘but why is this important?’ It is important because no one is enti-
tled to steal another nation's history or culture. That is why it’s important.”

What is the “Greek cause” that Mr. Rann is referring to? It is the desire to force Macedonians to
change their identity name and the name of their state. This is a cause that aims to subvert the
human right to self-identify. The whole paragraph makes it clear that if anyone, not just the cur-
rent President of the Republic of Macedonia, regards him or herself as a Macedonian in a dis-
tinct non-Greek ethnic sense; or if they support the right of the Republic of Macedonia to main-
tain its national name/identity; or if they do not consider Alexander the Great to have been an
ethnic Greek, then they are “Slavs” (an offensive to Macedonians, generic racial label used in
reference to the Republic of Macedonia earlier by the Premier in his speech; a label that ig-
nores national specificity - see the earlier part of the transcript) who are trying to “steal another
nation’s history or culture”.

How do we know that this “Greek Cause” is the one supported by Mr. Rann? Because he
states it in his speech to his Greek audience (“we will remain firm and unswerving in our sup-
port for your cause”). Though how do we know the exact nature of this “Greek cause” that Mr.
Rann supports? It is contained in the letter Mr. Rann refers to in his speech as containing the
“real history of Macedonia”. We shall now quote from this letter:

“This brings us back to the geographic area known in antiquity as Paionia [this is what the au-
thors of the letter believe to be the rightful name of the land upon which the Republic of Mace-
donia today exists]. Why would the people who live there now call themselves Macedonians
and their land Macedonia? Why would they abduct a completely Greek figure and make him a
national hero?

The ancient Paionians may or may not have been Greek, but they certainly became Greekish,
and they were never Slavs. They were also not Macedonians. Ancient Paionia was a part of the
Macedonian empire. ... They may thus have become “Macedonian” temporarily, but none was
ever “Macedonia”. The theft of Phillip and Alexander by a land that was never Macedonia can-
not be justified.

The traditions of ancient Paionia could be adopted by the current residents of that geographical
area with considerable justification. But the extension of the geographic term “Macedonia” to
cover southern Yugoslavia [again a reference to the Republic of Macedonia] cannot. ...

(Continued on page 31)
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We call upon you, Mr. President, to help — in whatever ways you deem appropriate — the gov-
ernment in Skopje [Skopje is the capital today of the Republic of Macedonia] to understand
that it cannot build a national identity at the expense of historic truth. Our international society
cannot survive when history is ignored, much less when history is fabricated.”

So let us be clear here. This letter is an attack against the national and ethno-cultural identity
of Macedonians in general. They are a race of “Slavs”, connected to or inhabiting a “Slavic
state” (which is how Mr. Rann referred to the Republic of Macedonia earlier in his speech)
who have “fabricated” history and ‘stolen’ (“theft”) cultural symbols (both the symbol of Alexan-
der the Great and the symbol by which they mark their ethnic and national identity, the word
“Macedonia”) and do not have a right to self identify as Macedonians or to refer to their nation
state as Macedonia. They are ‘thieving’ race of “Slavs”. This letter is referred to by Mr. Rann
in his speech and he, with crystal clarity, makes it clear that he agrees with its contents in his
speech.

In other words, the Premier's comments were both implicitly and explicitly, based on race,
ethnicity and on the national identity/name of the Republic of Macedonia, and indeed he util-
ised the offensive in this context, generic racial label “Slavic” in reference to the Republic of
Macedonia (if it is a “Slavic state”; of course then, so also are the people who maintain its ex-
istence) — as does the letter he publically supported the content of. Moreover, the Premier
appears to be claiming that his comments, which are aimed at denying the national identity/
name of the Republic of Macedonia (in the context of his citation of and support for the letter
and his reference to the “Slavic state”), are his “genuine beliefs”. This is an extraordinary at-
tack against all Macedonians. However, not content with that, he goes on to claim that these
views “represent fair comment on a matter of very real international public interest”. It is not
“fair comment” to attempt to deny a people of their national name, and the very real interna-
tional public interest lies in the protection and promotion of human rights, such as the right to
self identification, not the other way around.

We repeat that we are not historical and cultural thieves; we are not a race of “slavs” who
have “stolen” our ethno-cultural or National identity/ name. National societies/states and ethno
-cultural identities are complex social constructions developed via selective valuing and rela-
tively, over lengthy periods — they are not “stolen” superficial inventions; such group identities
are of basic existential significance for many individuals and to attempt to undermine a whole
people’s national and ethno-cultural identity (and on an essentialist racial premise, no less) is
a very disturbing display, by the Premier of an Australian state, of racial discrimination.

The absurd and offensive nature of the material in the letter (which can be found at http: //
macedonia-evidence.org/obama-letter.html.) is beneath contempt. At the time this letter was
released to the media, our committee wrote a full 14,000 word response to it and sent it to all
those associated with it. We ask that you read our response (we have attached a copy along
with a full copy of the letter Mr. Rann cites) because it makes even clearer just how offensive
Mr. Rann’s comments were - including his usage of the term “Slav” in reference to the Repub-
lic of Macedonia and thereby, in reference to all the citizens inhabiting and connected to that
country.

LEGAL QUESTIONS

We of course agree with your finding that the comments made by Mr Rann would satisfy the
elements of section 18C(1)(a), in that they were reasonably likely, in all the circumstances, to
offend, insult, humiliate or intimidate members of the Macedonian Community.

This complaint, the response by the Macedonian Community of Australia in their public ex-
pressions of outrage and condemnation of the comments made by Mr Rann is clearly evi-
dence of that. The offensiveness, insult, humiliation and intimidation is perhaps even amplified
in this case by the fact that Mr Rann was at the time (and still is) the Premier of South Austra-
lia. In fact, as the Premier, he effectively put the authority of his State (South Australia) behind
his comments.

We feel it is important to note here that by section 18B of the Racial Discrimination Act 1975
(Cth), if an act is done for one or more reasons, it is enough that one of the reasons is the
race, colour or national or ethnic origin of a person or group of people, whether or not it is the
dominant reason or a substantial reason for doing the act.

While some people might argue that Mr. Rann’s comments were not dominantly racially
based, the evidence we have provided above, certainly demonstrates that they were an as-
pect of his speech.

An important question however, is whether Mr Rann was aware that in making his comments
they would be offensive, insulting, humiliating or intimidating to Macedonian people or mem-
bers of the Macedonian Community. There can be no question that Mr. Rann was aware of
the contents of the letter he cites and that he wholeheartedly agrees with it. He makes that
clear in his speech (“the real history of Macedonia”). It contains the “Greek cause” that the
Premier supports — which is an attempt to deny the right of the Macedonian people to call

Issue #4 e OCTOBER 2010 e www.macedonianhr.org.au



(Continued from page 31)

themselves and their state, Macedonian. Moreover his premise for doing this, is that we are a
race of “Slavs” attempting to “steal” historical and cultural symbols (the word “Macedonia” and
images of Alexander the Great).

In Hagan v Trustees of the Toowoomba Sports Ground Trust [2000] FCA 1615, Drummond J
effectively articulated the relevant test to satisfy the second element as requiring a causal rela-
tionship between the reason for the doing of the act and the race of the “target” person or group
[at para 16]. The key words in the legislation being “because of”.

In Creek v Cairns Post Pty Ltd [2001] FCA 1007, Kiefel J described the test for satisfying
“because of” in the context of that case as being “whether anything suggests race as a fac-
tor” [at para 28]. Subsequently in Jones v Scully [2002] FCA 1080 Hely J followed that formula-
tion [see para 114]. It should be noted that both of those cases related to the publication of cer-
tain materials. In the present case the impugned act relates to certain comments made by Mr
Rann.

Perhaps the most obvious and recent case to deal with these provisions is Toben v Jones
[2003] FCAFC 137. Carr J elaborated on the test set out in Hagan at para 30. Both citing and
borrowing from his words, the following can be said: As a general proposition, the words
“because of” form the first part of a response to the question “why’? So, in the present context,
the question being, why did Mr Rann make the comments that he did?; and was one reason for
such comments being made the racial/ethnic origin of the Macedonian people/community or
some of the people? The assessment of the reason/s therefore, being an objective one, but
without excluding any evidence of the relevant intention or motive [para 31]. In other words, the
context behind the impugned act is also important.

What was the context in which Mr Rann made his comments? He was making comments in
support of the “Greek cause” as elaborated in the letter he cites. This is a cause that in es-
sence is hoping to take away the national and ethno-cultural identity of Macedonians — Mace-
donians who do not consider themselves to be Greek; because they are a race of “Slavs”, who
thereby, do not have the right to self identify as Macedonians or utilise the symbol of Alexander
the Great, as this amounts to “stealing” on the part of this race of “Slavs”. This cause has been
nurtured over many years by the continued denials of the Greek State (and members of the
Greek Community in Australia) that ethnic Macedonians exist. It is a conviction that has been
established through the progressive annihilation of anything ethno-distinctly Macedonian within
Greece, such as the often violent assimilation and ‘Hellenisation’ programs undertaken by
Greece (through laws enacted for the purpose) against its Macedonian minority. Greek laws
have forced the re-naming of the names of the Macedonian people, of their cemeteries, their
churches, the Macedonian names of various geographic landmarks, such as towns, villages,
rivers, mountains etc... Essentially, anything considered distinctly Macedonian. It is a position
that continues to be put into practice today by the Greek State through the consistent violation
of the human rights of the Macedonian minority in Greece (all of this is documented in the at-
tachment to our main submission). Therefore, what cannot be dismissed is the existential ques-
tions that surround the issue that Mr Rann was making his comments on. In this context, the
comments made by Mr Rann were clearly concerned to challenge the existence of the Macedo-
nian people per se. His comments were particularly concerned with historical interpretations
that concern the Macedonian people. His comments concern events in history and cultural
symbols that are of great significance to the Macedonian people. There is no doubt that Mr
Rann would have been aware of this in making his comments.

In our view, the tenor of Mr Rann’s comments were to offend, insult, humiliate and/or intimidate
Macedonian people or members of the Macedonian Community by perpetuating the desire to
force ethnic Macedonians to relinquish their identity by propagating a position that deems any-
thing to do with Macedonia and Macedonians as being Greek and borne of some Hellenic ide-
ology; and by asserting that those Macedonians who claim a distinct ethnic Macedonian iden-
tity, are really a race of “Slavs” attempting to “steal” historical and cultural symbols. The com-
ments made by Mr Rann, in the context in which he made them, were plainly calculated to con-
vey a message about Macedonian people. Therefore it is sufficient to conclude that at least one
reason the comments were made by Mr Rann was because of the race/ethnic origin of Mace-
donian people.

Whilst the questions of the satisfaction of sub-sections 18C(1)(a) and (b) are different and
separate enquiries, as Allsop J also stated in Toben v Jones [at para 154], ‘the material rele-
vant to one may be relevant [to] the other'. Indeed, if something is obviously offensive, that
may, in the circumstances, assist a conclusion that the act was because of the race/ethnic ori-
gin of the other person or of some or all of the people in the group (ie: Macedonians or mem-
bers of the Macedonian Community in Australia). In the present case, it is our view that Mr
Rann’s comments were so calculated and so clearly offensive, insulting, humiliating and/or in-
timidating to Macedonian people that this in itself assists in demonstrating that his motives in
making his comments were because of the race/ethnic origin of the Macedonian people.

With sincerity and on behalf of the Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee,

Vasko Nastevski.
SECRETARY

George Vlahov
PRESIDENT
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Our final comments
on the Rann Affair

On the 25th of August 2010 Commissioner Catherine Branson QC., President of the Austra-
lian Human Rights Commission issued a termination notice in response to our final submis-
sion. We shall now quote her decision from pages 3 to 4 of the Termination Notice:

My Decision
Under the Australian Human Rights Commission Act 1986 (AHRCA), | may decide to termi-
nate a complaint if | am satisfied that the complaint is lacking in substance.

| have carefully considered all the information that has been provided and | am satisfied that
this complaint is lacking in substance within the meaning of the AHRCA. Therefore, | have
terminated the complaint under section 46PH(1)(c) of the AHRCA.

Reasons for the Decision

| agree that it would be open to me to find that Mr Rann, otherwise than in private, did an
‘act’ that was reasonably likely, in all of the circumstances, to offend or insult another person
or group of people. The relevant ‘act’ was the making by him, at a Greek community event
in Adelaide, of a statement that could be understood to assert that the political leadership of
the Republic of Macedonia, or alternatively the State of the Republic of Macedonia, has or is
seeking to steal (in the sense of ‘appropriate’) the Greek nation’s history or culture.

| am satisfied that it is arguable that the ‘act’ was reasonably likely, in all the circumstances,
to offend or insult another person or a group of people. Those arguably likely, in all of the
circumstances, to be offended or insulted are individuals and groups of people of Macedo-
nian national or ethnic origin, including members of AMHRC.

Accordingly, | have given consideration to whether it is reasonably arguable that the ‘act’
was done because of the national or ethnic origin of some or all of the people in that group.
The approach that | have adopted is to ask if there is anything to suggest that the national or
ethnic origin of some or all of the people in the group was a factor in Mr Rann’s decision to
make the statement (i.e. to do the ‘act’)).

For the following reasons | am not satisfied that it is reasonably arguable that the national or
ethnic origin of some or all of the people in the group was a factor in Mr Rann’s decision to
make the statement. | do not consider it reasonably arguable that Mr Rann intended his
statement to convey, nor do | consider it reasonably arguable that it does in fact convey,
that, in whole or part because of who they are, people of Macedonian national or ethnic ori-
gin (as opposed to the political leadership or the State of the Republic of Macedonia) have
appropriated, or have an inherent tendency to appropriate, the history or culture of other
nations generally or of the Greek nation in particular. To the extent that it may be relevant, |
conclude that nothing in the evidence before me suggests that Mr Rann intended to chal-
lenge the existence of the Macedonian people. In my view, nothing suggests that Mr
Rann’s statement was motivated by anything other than his willingness to share with the
South Australian Greek community his views on the controversial issue of entitlement to use
the symbol of Alexander the Great.

| am therefore satisfied that the complaint is lacking in substance. | have for this reason
considered it appropriate to terminate the complaint.

A Very Questionable Decision

In our opinion this decision is not only a bad one, it does not really even attempt to address
fundamental aspects of the issues we raised in our final submission to the Australian Hu-
man Rights Commission (AHRC). The essence of the matter can be reduced to simply this:
it is our contention that the meaning of Rann’s comments is that anyone who is not an eth-
nic Greek, cannot claim to be a real Macedonian or is not permitted to link their society to
the Ancient Macedonians. Therefore, if they do make such a claim, by for example, erecting
a statue of Alexander the Great, they are “stealing” — they are historical and cultural thieves.
Now, let us remind ourselves again, what is the premise of the accusation? That we Mace-
donians are not ethnic Greeks and moreover, as we demonstrated in our submission, it is
implied by Rann that we are “Slavs”. In our view there can be no question that his com-
ments were based, at the very least, in part (which is all that is required to satisfy the law),
upon ethnicity, nationality and race.

Mediation

Never-the-less, it is extremely important to note that according to the Commissioner of the
(Continued on page 34)
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AHRC, our complaint did satisfy one of the two requirements necessary for it to have been
upheld. We here quote the relevant passage from page three of the Commissioner’s decision:

“l am satisfied that it is arguable that the ‘act’ was reasonably likely, to offend or insult another
person or group of people. Those arguably likely, in all of the circumstances, to be offended or
insulted are individuals and groups of people of Macedonian national or ethnic origin, includ-
ing members of the AMHRC.”

The AHRC complaints procedure is designed to operate through a conciliation process, where
the parties involved in the complaint talk through the issues with the help of someone impartial
and settle the matter on their own terms. According to advice received by our committee from
a very experienced Senior Counsel (SC), considering that the Commissioner of the AHRC
found that we satisfied part of the complaint, there should at least have been an attempt made
by the AHRC to organise a conciliation meeting. To the best of our knowledge, the AHRC did
not at any point make any such attempt.

Emasculation of the Australian Human Rights Commission

To an extent, while the AHRC’s management of our case was very disappointing; it was also
not entirely surprising. The Australian Human Rights Commission (formerly the Human Rights
and Equal Opportunity Commission), was originally established by the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Commission Act 1986 (Cth). This is a national independent statutory gov-
ernment body that has responsibility for inquiring into complaints made regarding alleged
breaches of human rights under Australia’s discrimination legislation. Its mandate suggests a
responsibility for protecting and promoting the human rights of all Australians, as well as for
promoting an understanding and acceptance of the responsibility of Australians to respect
each others human rights.

However, severe limitations upon what was formerly the HREOC were dramatically set in the
High Court case Brandy v Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (1995). The
Court held that lodgement of determinations made by the HREOC in the Federal Court and
their enforcement as Federal Court Orders to be invalid. With reference to the separation of
powers established under Chapter Il of the Constitution, the Court concluded that only Fed-
eral Courts could exercise judicial power. The HREOC being an administrative body could not
be vested with such authority. The Court stated that “... [the provisions] which combine to
make a determination of the Commission binding, authoritative and enforceable, invalidly pur-
port to invest judicial power in the Commission.” [Emphasis added]

Thus it is not surprising that the AHRC has become increasingly timid; never-the-less, it
should at least have made an attempt to organise a conciliation session. We, in the AMHRC,
do of course have the option of pursuing this matter further, through the Federal Court Sys-
tem. However, while we have been advised by Senior Counsel that we do indeed have a
strong case, there are no guarantees. Moreover, the process would in all likelihood drag out
for years and the costs involved, would amount to well over one hundred thousand dollars.
Basically, the emasculation of the AHRC has made human rights justice, in our context,
something that is ultimately available, only to the very wealthy. It is certainly not something
that our organisation can afford to pursue at this time.

We recently wrote to Premier Rann, requesting that he meet with us so that we could at least
present our side of the debate and attempt to resolve the matter privately. To date, we have
not even received an acknowledgement of receipt of our letter.

False Media Reports
The following article appeared in an edition of The Australian online newspaper:

'Forthright' Rann cleared of racism
From: The Australian
June 29, 2010 12:00AM

SOUTH Australian Premier Mike Rann has been cleared of racially vilifying the people of the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

The Human Rights Commission found Mr Rann had no case to answer for claiming the Macedonian
state was stealing Greek history and culture, an accusation the Premier made in a speech at a Greek
festival in Adelaide last year. In the speech, Mr Rann also accused Macedonian President Gjorge
Ivanov of "stirring up trouble in a most dangerous way" with Greece.

The comments sparked a complaint to the HRC by South Australia's Macedonian community but judge
Catherine Branson ruled it to be "lacking in substance".

Mr Rann said he abhorred racism and his criticisms were directed at the policies of the lvanov govern-
(Continued on page 35)
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(Continued from page 34)
ment, not Macedonians.

"l stand on my record of racial and ethnic tolerance. | will not be intimidated by anyone from speak-
ing forthrightly on behalf of historical truth,” Mr Rann said.

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/forthright-rann-cleared-of-racism/story-e6frgénf-
1225885416372

It is important to note the date of the article, which is June 29 2010. As we indicated above, Commis-
sioner Branson made her decision on August 25 2010. Who was the source of this false claim? Was it
Rann? The article seems to suggest that it was. Maybe the author of the article is quoting Rann out of
context?

However, on July 3 2010, still well before Commissioner Branson made her decision on August 25
2010, the Australian Greek newspaper, Neos Kosmos, published an online article containing the fol-
lowing sentence:

“This week Lachlan Parker, spokesman for Premier Mike Rann confirmed to Neos Kosmos
that the complaint had been dismissed.” http://neoskosmos.com/news/en/Rann-cleared-by-
commission

That is, that our complaint against Rann at the AHRC had been dismissed around seven
weeks prior to when it was actually dismissed. Was Rann’s official representative, Mr. Lach-
lan Parker, misquoted? If he was accurately quoted, was he deliberately misinforming the
media in an attempt to publically influence the AHRC? Or, if the quote is accurate, why was
Mr. Parker so confident about a decision that had not yet been made?

Conclusion

The whole Rann affair has now raised a series of important questions. And certainly it is our
committee’s intention to present the false media reports to the Ombudsman’s office, with a
demand for a thorough investigation in to this disturbing and possibly very sinister aspect of
the affair. We can add that we are in possession of more evidence in this regard, involving
private correspondence — so we have decided not to publish it here, though we have every
intention of also submitting it to the Ombudsman.

Whatever the result of such an investigation; one thing in our opinion is clear; the people of
South Australia deserve to have someone much better than Rann, governing their state.

In general, it is just as plain that human rights justice in Australia needs to be made more
affordable and it really is necessary for the authorities to begin developing a Bill of Rights, in
order to make human rights far more practical to pursue, than what they are at present.

By George Vlahov and Vasko Nastevski

A modern Macedonian master storyteller

Michael Seraphinoff

(Continued from page 22)

“Why are you laughing?”
| asked him. | thought he
hadn’t heard me, but that
wasn’t true. As soon as
we entered the gardens
he suddenly stopped,
pointing toward the set-
ting sun and said, “There
the water is there. The
Big Water! There it is.
Look! Why don’t you be-
lieve me, comrade?” he
asked affronted, and
started giggling. “Okay,
come on, you blind, little
bird, open your eyes,

look, over there, there
where it is shining like a
flame, there...”

times and picked myself
up again from that road.

| looked over to the side

He spoke with such ex- where the sun was set-

citement, such joy that
you just had to believe
him. Curse me, he saw it,
he already had it in his
eyes. It was wicked, inhu-
man not to believe him. It
was as thought each
word was a strong sap-
ling. All at once he ignited
in me a strong fire which
my heart did not recog-
nize until then. Curse me,
| fell about a thousand
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ting. |1 was looking for the
Big Water. “What can | do
with you when you are
blind?” he said, smiling,
rushing, happily waving
his arms around as
though he was about to
take flight.

(from The Big Water, Pol-
litecon Publications, Five
Dock, NSW, Australia,
2004, pp. 14-15)

Tranaliled by
Elipbeth Lalopacey Sheuar?
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