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From the editor

Welcome to the second issue of the AMHRC Review. We are
pleased to once again be able to bring to you this quarterly
production.

This summer the AMHRC has been in full swing. Events such
as SA Premier Mike Rann’s speech accusing Macedonia of
stealing Greek culture has spurred us into action. For details
on this story, turn to page 8.

We have also been busy bringing you great events such as
the screening of A Name is a Name at the Forum Melbourne.
The turnout was great, and those who attended enjoyed the
film and were pleased at being able to meet both the producer
and director for a Q&A.

This quarter, we are also proud to announce that we have
a few new faces around the office. Igor Zvezdakovski is
our new online manager and Nick Partaloski is in charge of
special events.

| hope you enjoy this edition of the Review.
Cheers!

Ljubica Durlovska
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AMHRC official visit to Canberra

Last week, on 1-2 February 2010, a delegation from the Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee visited
Canberra for a number of important meetings with Federal MPs and the Ambassador of the Republic of Macedonia
to Australia. The visit was the first in a series of visits planned for 2010 and carries on from several meetings held in
Canberra in 2009.

The delegation, led by Jason Kambovski and David Vitkov, met individually with members of the Australia-Macedonia
Parliamentary Friendship Group, the Honourable Member for Corangamite, Mr Darren Cheeseman, and the Honourable
Member for Cowan, Mr Luke Simpkins.

The idea of the visit, likely to take place after the next federal election, was well received by both MPs who said that
they looked forward to being part of the delegation.

Mr Cheeseman and Mr Simpkins also welcomed the initiative of the AMHRC to host a National Political Conference on
20 March 2010 in Melbourne. The conference, to be attended by representatives from various states and territories in
Australia, will discuss ways and means to unify and improve the Macedonian community’s advocacy work across the
country in relation to state and federal MPs. The conference will not just be about gaining support for the recognition
of the Republic of Macedonia, but also for the purpose of gaining for our community respect and equitable treatment
in general. The MPs noted that the event would be an important step for the Macedonian community in Australia and
offered their assistance in making the event a success.

The AMHRC delegation also visited the Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia and met with the Ambassador, His
Excellency, Mr Pero Stojanovski. A number of important community issues of mutual interest were discussed and the
Ambassador was briefed on the AMHRC’s upcoming initiatives. Mr Stojanovski also confirmed his strong support for
the National Political Conference.

Detsa Begaltsi

A stylised depiction of the saddened Macedonian sun at the loss of its children. DETSA BEGALTSI ( Child refugees),
illustrates the story of the thousands of Macedonian children that were displaced and ushered into strange foreign
lands during the Greek Civil War (1946-1949) - symbolised by the rows of figures and three barbed wire swirls on the
right. John Tsiglev, a Melbourne based Artist, was inspired by the true account of Tase ‘Andy’ Filipov ( a child refugee,
now in his 70’s and also residing in Melbourne ). The communication blips on the figures in the sun rays and above
the children reinforce the message that no matter how far the Macedonian children go, they are always inherently
connected with their homeland. Acrylic on canvas. 1840x610mm.
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MHRMI and AMHRC condemn Greece's continued
blacklisting of ethnic Macedonians

Greece continues to blacklist Macedonians who are active in human rights organizations abroad or who are political
refugees®. The latest reported incident occurred on December 19, 2009, when Macedonian citizen, Nikola Kosturski, a
member of the Association of Child Refugees (Detsa Begaltsi) in Bitola, was denied entry because he “is a person for
whom an alert has been issued for the purposes of refusing entry” and is “in the national register”.

Greece’s blacklisting of ethnic Macedonians affects citizens of Canada, Australia, the United States, and many Western
European countries.

MHRMI and AMHRC ask the governments of these countries, among others, to protect the rights of their citizens
and demand from Greece that this practice be ceased immediately or face repercussions. Furthermore, we ask that
Greece be forced to provide a reason why certain individuals are refused entry and why Greece’s blacklist contains
only members of ethnic minorities.

MHRMI| and AMHRC call on Macedonians abroad to
contact our organizations if they have been denied entry
into Greece, or have experienced discrimination by Greek
Consulates or Embassies worldwide.

*This year marks the 61st anniversary of the evacuation by the International Red Cross of 28,000 Macedonian children
(Detsa Begaltsi), aged 2-14, during the Greek Civil War. They were subsequently stripped of their Greek citizenship and
have been consistently denied entry into Greece simply because they assert their Macedonian ethnic identity. They
were excluded from the 1982 law that allowed the free return of political refugees who were “Greek by genus”.
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[pyuac HOBNOT HAaLUMOHANNCT

Florina/Lerin 17 Dekemvri 2009

Oaropop Ha ECA-BuHowuTo 4o 3ameHnroT MuHMcTep 3a Hapsopewrs Pabotu Ha Mpuuja
OumaTpuc [pyuac B0 BpCKa C0 HEroBWUTE M3jaew o4 14 pexemepn 2009 Bo rpuswoT
napnamedT okomry “MakegoncimoT MaeHTuret”

Bo BpCEa O MaKeQOHCKOTO NPallarke W NONWTUESTa Ha [ pywja co coceqHaTa Fenyfnuka
MakeaoHwja, rlpyyac oAroBopW Ha npalsake o4 cTpaHa Ha nparteHwus Ha naprujata NNAQC, Ha
14,12.2009, go MPYKMOT NapnamMeHT:

aMaKeqoHCKMOT MABHTUTET @ 46N 04 WABHTUTETOT Ha cexoj Mpx. He nperoceapame 3a Hero, Co
Hero(MaKeJoHCKN MASHTUTET) Ce pafame, CO Hero ymupame 1 Toa e 4obpo ga ro cnylUHaaT He camo
o Cronje vy 1 Bo HivJope 1 kage Toa e notpebno. YTepayEa ke HA EOHEYHOTO MME NPeMa CUTS Co
npeMeHa Ha Yerasor va Cronjes,

I3jaemTe Ha 3aMeHusoT MunncTep 3a HageopewHn PaBoT He ynaTyeaar koH TOTanWTapHM
Wa2onemM oa nepuogor ka 1930Te Bo HayncTWukaTa MNepamanyja.OBaa TOTANNTapHa naeanosmja
CAGMEHYBA LSnocH W CYLUTUHCKD NOTaKNS Ha MyTaTo, | ApUWCKW NoTakna o camoTo pafake,, Bo
BPCKA CO WASHTUTETOT HA rPalfaHnTe Ha eaHa Apasa. E nosHaTo Aeka XUTNep . CTaHa Max,, Bo
ABCTPUCKD TOMAW ONKPYXYBakbe.

Meaxasajpw geka rpyyac cTyavpawse w pabotews 8o 90Te B0 ABCTpWja, , CRYRELUE,, BO
KaHuenapwjata Ha AscTpwckata Kanuenapuja (1998), ce sanpawysame gany HamecTo ja cTaHe jen
04 TOralwHaTa W geHeluHara AscTpiucka Jemoxpatvja, o8 NpubnueEy 1nK / 1 ra NPUCEoK 00 BpaTHUTS
Wasonomnu Ha XajHaep (nopadewes NWaep Ha HeoHayucTiTe) U cnegbexre Ha XuTnep? Nann
nocTasuja rocnogata XajHaep » [lpyuac ncT MapwpyTH-RAS0NoraM NapananH W Bo NCTHOT Nepuoa?

Mero Taka Heka 3emuMe npeaena aeka rlpyuac e poged so Hukoavja-Kunap so 1968ran. Eaxa
roauHa nopado (1967) no Mpumja e goHecexa gukTaTtypa. Makapuoc ro cobopu |, QUKTaTYpPCKM,,
¥YcrasoT Ha Kunap v 3anosHa Tepopnanpaero Ha TypckuTe Kunapyw co nomow Ha Mpuea 1 Ha
MNpuwre. MozHasame AoKa HENOEATE DOAWTENA , CNyWea,, 8o KMnap umajo wasonorwja Gnwcka 4o
AMeTaTypckarta. M Taka pasmucrysame (Taka He Tepa MuHMCTepoT Nocne HeroBUoT OAroBOp BO
MapnaMexToT) 33 KaKo , ce para n ymupa,, efed YoBek? (koj B0 MelyBDEeME DACTe U & BOCNUTYEA
<CoogsetHo, )7 Ce sanpawysame ganm rllpyyac upuawe,, 04 . MNekoTo,, OTPOB-HALWOHANKIaM BO
CNEAHWTE HErOBW THHELGDCHA FeJUHA BO DAMENTS HA haMUNWapHATI-AWETATYPCKO KURAPCKA
OKONMMHA 0 Toa Bpeme?

Oanw npexy ohuurjanHuet oarosop 8o MPUKMOT NAPNaMEHT Ha NPalLakeTe 04 CTPaHa Ha
HAUWOHANWCTMYKNT 8-HeoHaucTuTe | Kapayacheposs,, BO HaLLATa 30Mja ce AOKANYBa feKa aleH
MUHWETEp NOCNe , HAUMOCHANWETHYKOTO MNeKO,, B0 KMnap W , HeOHAUWCTHYKOTO AOKTOPHDpakE,, BO
ApcTpuja, ce  Harpajyea,, Bo napnamedToT? Mowebu , Kapayadeposuwre, W HEroBWTS
ncTomncneHnum 8o Mpumja, necne 0arosopoT Ha sameHnkoT MunrcTep 3a Hagsopewnw pabori
Wagweaa , Xajn Opyuep...!!,, .

Kanyenapujara 3a MNevar

F.5.1. 3vaud YneHoBUTS Ha HauroHanHoTe MakegoHoko ManuuecTe Bo Mpuwia, koe Bpoj MHory
noseie of 1500 ayww Ha MpuEoTo manuwHcTeo B0 McTambyn, kako Gea podeHn W K3ED K8 yMPaT?
Mmaar ni npaeo cnopea Opyuac aa ,.ce pogar v Aa ympar,, MakefoHum?

F.5.2. Npemwepor Meoprioc Manadapey ce poaw o4 majka Amepuxanea » GaGa Monjaxmiea. Ke
Npalwa, cornacHo HeroBaTa .. norvka,, MUHWCTepoT, 30WTOo U Kako Delwe pogeH HerosuoT
npatTnocTaseq?

P.5.3. Ha crapoanGaHckM jave (apHayToxu), kopeHoT Ha npeanmeTo Opyyac e Jpy,, ¥ 3Ha4u 4pso,
Mero Taka |, ua,, Ha apHAyTCKM-anBaHCKW IHAYMW | HEKO|,, MNW |, Man,, WTH,

Cnopeq , NOFMKaTa,, 38 NOTeKNoTo, cornacHo Jdpyuac, gany & wHdopMmupad MUHWCTEpOT qexka e
LPOJEH,, apHayT, IHauM cospamed Andadey?
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On the difficulties facing Vinozhito

There are a number of social structural reasons for why
it is unlikely that a mass ‘outing’ of Macedonianism in
Greece will happen any time soon. A key reason is that
Mainstream Greek culture, in other words its hegemonic
aspects, are often revolted by the idea of ethno-cultural
difference. Certainly Greece is not historically unique in
this regard, however in today’s Europe - it does stand out,
as possessing a rather virulent fear of the other.

This makes it extraordinarily difficult for a voice like
Vinozhito’s to be properly heard inside Greece. Often,
Vinozhito is reduced to threatening European court
action just to ensure that its mail is delivered and that its
advertising is published. It is very catch - 22 like, Vinozhito
exists because of the fear of difference and yet it finds it
very difficult to make progress, precisely because of the
cultural factor that ensured it would come into being - the
fear of difference.

However we shall continue our support of Vino’ as our
actions are guided by the principle that structures can
eventually be changed - that there is in the last analysis
an element of human agency involved in the construction
of social structures and that these are therefore subject to
the possibility of alteration.

Difficulties in Detail

1. To begin with, Vinozhito has over the years participated
in local, national and European elections. Most people do
not take time to consider what it means to participate in an
election campaign — especially for a small volunteer party
representing the interests of a very negatively stigmatised
minority.

Just to give itself half a chance of achieving a decent result,
we are talking about 20 to 40,000 Euros minimum. Add to
that the work of letter drops, door knocking, preparation
of advertising materials, scrutineers, etc. It takes an
enormous effort. The people in Vinozhito are volunteers
with family, work and other responsibilities — they don’t
always have the time and resources to run in an election
campaign.

2. Added to these difficulties, is the fact that Vinozhito
operates in a society that has a pathological fear of the
other. Vinozhito’s post doesn’t get delivered; they receive
unlawful media bans; people are employed to spread lies
about them — such as that they are “separatists”; that they
are really Greeks posing as Macedonians etc. etc. A whole
state apparatus is employed to make sure Vinozhito does
not make progress. We can add that in the last European
elections held last year, even the Bulgarian secret police
worked against Vinozhito by unlawfully confiscating
thousands of Vinozhito advertising dvd’s.

The only thing worse than exhibiting ethno-cultural
difference in a country like Greece, is being labelled a

“separatist”. If this is the prevailing mood at a particular
moment in time, then it is a waste for Vinozhito to consider
using up resources and energy at such points. So Vinozhito
has to choose its time for participating very carefully — it
is simply impossible for them to stand in every election
considering all these difficulties. For example in 2002,
when they did succeed in negotiating some mainstream
political co-operation, the result was that a Vinozhito
candidate was elected to the Lerin prefecture.

3. Of late, Vinozhito has favoured participation in European
elections as opposed to purely Greek ones for other
practical reasons too. Those people in Aegean Macedonia
who consider themselves to be ethnic Macedonians are
like voters everywhere. Some don’t care about politics;
some are fearful of voting for Vinozhito because they have
employment /business issues attached to their support of
the major Greek parties. Officially, the elections are carried
out via secret ballot in Greece; however we can safely
assert that everyone quickly discovers who voted for
whom in an election — especially in Macedonian villages.

European parliamentary elections are considered
unimportant in Greece and more people feel comfortable
about voting for a party like Vinozhito in them. It may be
that Vinozhito will decide to take a break from participating
in elections for a while — that is to wait until more suitable
conditions appear again; or until they have succeeded in
eliminating some of the fear that exists, about voting for a
party like theirs, through their other activities. Though that
is something that they will decide, not we in the diaspora —
it is easy to complain in the diaspora, we don’t live in fear
of being prosecuted for “treason”; of losing our jobs; of
being shunned by mainstream society etc.etc.

That such fear is to an extent justified, is well illustrated
by pointing to the widely mentioned recent example of
a Papandreou advisor who was sacked within 24 hours
of asserting that Greece does possess a Macedonian
minority and that Greece should recognise it.

Because Vinozhito unavoidably sometimes ‘skips’
participation in elections, does not mean that it has
ceased working. Vinozhito has a number of branches in
Aegean Macedonia based around a number of counties.
Some of them are “underground”, while others are public
knowledge. Now this goes to the question about methods.
Vinozhito does not believe in any one method - it uses
a variety. For example some Vinozhito branch people in
Aegean Macedonia are carrying out language classes
and cultural work etc. Vinozhito uses different means
for different people and this is justified by the fact that
those who consider themselves ethnic Macedonian in
Greece, are like people everywhere — varied. There are the
fearless and the fearful; the fence sitters and ambivalent
ones etc. etc. In one way or another Vinozhito is trying to
reach out to all of them. With the fearful, one must use the



softly, softly approach, and this is what various Vinozhito
networks are doing — they are working on a number levels
utilising a number of means.

4. The issue of Vinozhito participating in elections is
also the subject of much confusion in the diaspora for
another reason — unrealistic expectations. As a result of
Greek state policy over the last hundred years, Aegean
Macedonia possesses a vast majority of people who
consider themselves to be ethnic Greeks. The reasons for
this are at least as horrible as the reasons for the fact that
the majority of people in Australia today have white skin.
We all know this and so Vinozhito is not about winning
large numbers of seats — it simply cannot. The purpose of
participating in the elections is to demonstrate, contrary to
what the Greek authorities assert that Greece is inhabited
by a Macedonian minority. Why? So that Greece finally
recognises this group and implements what is required of
it by international law and convention. This is so that this
minority will be saved from total destruction.

Vinozhito’s election results have over 15 years consistently
demonstrated that not only is there a Macedonian
minority, but that it is anything from twice to five times
the size of the Greek minority that Turkey officially
recognises as inhabiting Instanbul! Moreover, as a result
of Vinozhito’s more public and fearless methods, almost
every single Major Western institution and NGO (COE,
ECRI, U.N.,OSCE,EU, Human Rights Watch etc. — not to
mention numerous western academics), has recognised
Greece’s Macedonian minority and found Greece guilty
of human rights violations against it. This has been a
wonderful achievement of Vinozhito’s.

It is not Vinozhito’s fault that they inhabit a society that
has a pathological fear of the other or that responsible
Western authorities have not attempted to compel Greece
to abide by the treaties it is a signatory to.

Vinozhito’s aim, and ours for that matter, is not to harm
Greece, but to make it better for everyone who lives there
— by trying to defeat ethnocentric bigotry; by trying to
increase the level of democratic diversity. It is our opinion
that Greece possesses a mainstream
culture that is pathologically repressed.
What would happen if Vinozhito and
others in Aegean Macedonia were to get
their way? Nothing major from a Western
perspective — Macedonians would be de-
stigmatised; a process of reconciliation
would begin; Macedonians would receive
aid for the maintenance of their culture
and the Macedonian Language would
be introduced to the state education
system as an elective subject (this is a
crucial aim to be achieved according
to Vinozhito’s manifesto ) for those who
wish to learn it. In Australia and other
Western countries this is all considered
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quite normal — the fact that in Greece at present, the
mainstream considers such things horrible, is the crux of
the problem. Some argue that our position and Vinozhito’s
for that matter, is Western ethnocentric. In the present
context that is a very flawed argument because Greece
has for decades been receiving all the benefits (especially
economic and military) of membership in Western society.
It is unacceptable to obtain such benefits and claim
to be the “cradle of democracy” and at the same time
ignore the responsibilities that come with such benefits;
it is unacceptable to sign treaties only for the purpose of
receiving money and with no intention of satisfying the
obligations that accompany such benefits!

Vinozhito is the product of a cultural-structural situation
that makes it very difficult for it to progress, for this
structure creates both the conditions for its existence
and the serious problems that stand in its way. We shall
however continue our support of Vinozhito, because we
believe in democratic diversity and because we believe
that cultural structures can be subject to human agency
and therefore to alteration. We reject the notion of static
primordialism.

For those interested in supporting the courageous efforts
of Vinozhito and OMO llinden Pirin for that matter too
— please visit the websites of the AMHRC or MHRMIL.
Moreover, we would like to add with some forgivable
pride (at least we hope that is how you will view it) that the
AMHRC has been a leader for over a quarter of a century
in political and legal advocacy work on behalf of the
Macedonian community in Australia. We have at present
a committee that is eminently qualified for such work —
four postgraduate academics from the Humanities/Social
Sciences and four lawyers; not to mention the C.PA. that
does our books! The contributions that we receive are
also used to maintain our efforts in Australia.

George Vlahov.

RAINBOW
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Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee Inc.
Suite 106, Level 1, 55 Flemington Road, North Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 3051

Hon Mike Rann MP
Premier of South Australia
GPO Box 2343

Adelaide SA 5001

Mr. Rann,
Inflammatory Comments against Macedonians

We have been made aware of your attendance last year at the 31 Annual “Dimitria Greek Festival”
(29/11/09) in South Australia. Upon listening to the speech you delivered to the Greek community
at this event, we came to the conclusion that it was inflammatory, bigoted and offensive.

To begin with, you referred to the current President of the Republic of Macedonia as someone
who is “stirring up trouble in the most dangerous way”. Your justification for this is that he and
the Macedonian government are utilising the symbol of Alexander the Great, in a variety of
public projects. We very much doubt that any objectively minded person could agree that this 1s
a ‘dangerous stirring up of trouble’.

However, this was not enough for you Mr. Premier; you then moved on to raise the level of
vilification against Macedonians by making the following assertion to your ethnic Greek audience
at the festival: “People sometimes say to me, but why is this important? It is important because
no one is entitled to steal another nation’s history or culture; that’s why it’s important”. Premier,
you have implied that Macedonians are thieves and thereby you have provided succour to bigots
by vilifying Macedonians in general.

We shall make use of relevant legislation to ensure that you are held to account for spreading this
type of hatred.

Sincerely yours,

George Vlahov

President

Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee Inc.

Tel/Fax: +61 3 9329 8960

Email: macedonian_rights@hotmail.com

Website: www.macedonianhr.org.au

CC: Australian Human Rights Commission
Senator the Hon Chris Evans MP, Minister for Immigration and Citizenship (Cth)
Hon Michael Atkinson MP, Minister for Multicultural Affairs (SA)
South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission
Equal Opportunity Commission South Australia
Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC)
Special Broadcasting Corporation (SBS)




Premier Rann under investigation by
Australian Human Rights Commission

Mike Rann Premier of South Australia. Photo sourced from Wikipedia Commons.

The Australian Human Rights Commission (“the
Commission”) has acted on the complaint lodged
by the Australian Macedonian Human Rights
Committee (“AMHRC”) against the Premier
of South Australia, Mike Rann. Mr Rann is at
present the subject of an investigation by the
Commission for an alleged discriminatory slur
against Macedonians. At the 31st Annual “Dimitria
Greek Festival” (29/11/09) in South Australia, Mr
Rann made the following statement in reference to
Macedonians: “People sometimes say to me, but
why is this important? It is important because no
one is entitled to steal another nation’s history or
culture; that’s why it’s important”.

Furious, at being labelled historical and cultural
thieves, the AMHRC lodged a complaint with
the Commission. The Commission has asked Mr
Rann to confirm and explain his statement, with
a requirement to respond by 10th March 2010.
To date, the current South Australian Premier has
refused to publically respond to the charge of
engaging in offensive behaviour based on race,
nationality or ethnicity and in so doing spreading
hatred. Mr George Vlahov, President of the AMHRC
stated that:

International Ramifications

The Australian Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia is yet to receive a satisfactory response to the letter of complaint
it sent on the 9th February 2010, to the Australian Government in regard to Mr Rann’s comments. It is feared that this
has cost Australia a crucial vote in favour of its bid to join as a non-permanent member of the U.N. Security Council.
“We hope that other Australian politicians learn from Premier Rann’s indiscretion. Fuelling ethnic hatred is no way to

govern” remarked Mr. Viahov.

UN Security Council. Photo sourced from un.org
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Unsatisfactory Response from Rann

Yesterday, Premier Rann’s office released to the media
a response to the complaint lodged by the Australian
Macedonian Human Rights Committee (AMHRC) against
the Premier at the Australian Human Rights Commission
(the Commision), for discriminatory statements in reference
to Macedonians. We consider Mr. Rann’s response to be
unsatisfactory. He claims that his criticisms were directed
at the “incumbent President” of the Republic of Macedonia.
However, this is not borne out by a reading of the transcript
of his comments that he himself provided, nor, in any case,
is it a valid defence.

His criticism of the President of the Republic of Macedonia
was in reference to the utilisation of the symbol of
Alexander the Great in a number of public projects. We
do not agree with this as a valid criticism. The Premier
must be aware that history and culture are selectively
and abstractly constructed. Therefore he could not truly
believe that the modern usage of Alexander the Great
could in any way have constituted a “dangerous stirring
up of trouble” as Premier Rann asserted. Comments
like these could not have been delivered “in good faith”
as Premier Rann claimed in his response. Moreover, to
place the naming of a highway, “Alexander the Great”
in the same context as apartheid in South Africa as Mr.
Rann does in his response, is ridiculously offensive — not
just to the President or government of the Republic of
Macedonia, but to all those Macedonians who elected
the current administration. Some of these individuals are
also Australian citizens.

International Consequences

Mr. Rann claims in his response that he has long held
an interest in international affairs, yet somehow he has
always been strangely quiet when it comes to Greece’s
well documented human rights abuses against its
Macedonian minority. Premier Rann claims that his views
are “consistent with the criticisms also made by other
European Union countries and the United Nations”. Of
course what he does not make clear is that the reference
to “European Union countries” includes Greece. Why is
this important? Because Greece has been a consistent
human rights violator. For example, at the end of 2009, the
European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, a
European independent human rights monitoring body that
specialises in questions relating to racism and intolerance,
after excoriating Greece on its abysmal record in relation
to human rights recommended that:

“

the Greek authorities take measures to
recognize the rights of the members of the different
groups living in Greece [including Macedonians],
including to freedom of association, in full
compliance with the relevant judgements of the
European Court of Human Rights ... [Moreover],

ECRI also strongly recommends that the Greek
authorities take steps to recognize the right to self
identification of these groups [ie: Macedonians]”.
(See European Commission against Racism and
Intolerance, Fourth Report on Greece, Adopted
on 2 April 2009, CRI (2009) 31, Strasbourg, 15
September 2009, para. 115 and 117.)

As to Premier Rann’s reference to the United Nations, it
is apt to here cite from the UN independent expert on
minority issues, Gay McDougall, who also reported on
Greece’s aberrant human rights behaviour. For example,
she states that:

“Successive governments have pursued a policy
of denial of the ethnic Macedonian community
and the Macedonian language ... The response
of earlier Greek governments was to suppress
any use of the Macedonian language and cultural
activities. In recent times the harsh tactics have
ceased but those identifying as ethnic Macedonian
still  report discrimination and harassment.
They consider it of crucial importance for their
continued existence that their ethnic identity and
distinctiveness is respected. The Macedonian
language is not recognized, taught, or a language
of tuition in schools”. (Promotion and Protection
of all Human Rights, Civil, Political, Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, including the right to
Development’, Report of the independent expert
on minority issues, Gay McDougall, Addendum
Mission to Greece, (8-16 September 2008), A/
HRC/10/11/Add.3, 18 February 2009, para. 41.)

Somewhat ironically given the Premier's comments, Ms
McDougall even notes the symbolic ethnic cleansing of
ethnic Macedonians by the Greek state in the early half of
the 20th Century: “In the 1920s and 30s laws required the
replacement of non-Greek names of towns, villages, rivers
and mountains with Greek names. The family names of the
Macedonian speaking population were also required to be
changed to Greek names. Individuals seeking to re-instate
Macedonian family names have had their petitions refused
by authorities on administrative grounds. Community
representatives note that traditional names continue to
be in common usage and call for reinstatement and the
official usage of a dual nomenclature e.g. Florina/Lerin”.
(See para. 42.)

Indeed, Premier Rann would do well to read what the UN
independent expert on minority rights recommends:

“The government should retreat from the dispute
over whether there is a Macedonian minority
or a Turkishminority and place its full focus on
protecting the rights to self-identification, freedom
of expression and freedom of association of those



communities. The Greek government should comply with the judgments of the European Court on Human
Rights that associations should be allowed to use the words Macedonian or Turkish in their names and to freely
express their ethnic identities. Those associations denied in the past must be given official registration promptly.
Their further rights to minority protections must be respected as elaborated in the Declaration on Minorities and
the core international human rights treaties”. (See para. 90.)

We reiterate it is strange that Premier Rann, the self-described champion of human rights and multiculturalism has
never once mentioned the consistent human rights violations of Greece. In any case, the last time we checked, he
is not the Foreign Minister of Australia and as a result of his offensive comments, it appears that Australia has lost
what might turn out to be a crucial vote from the Republic of Macedonia in favour of membership of the U.N. Security
Council. The consequences of fuelling ethnic tensions are probably
going to be severe on this occasion.

Moreover, his comments against the President of the Republic of
Macedonia, Georgi lvanov, seem disingenuous, because the powers
of the President of the Republic of Macedonia, in accordance with the
Macedonian Constitution, are mainly ceremonial and he has very little
influence on governmental decisions and the day-to day running of
the country. He most certainly has no authority to change the names
of airports or any other public institutions. Premier Rann’s assertions
in this regard are just absurd. They are akin to somebody condemning
the Governor General for decisions to rename Australian highways, or
airports for that matter. Georgi Ivanov. Photo sourced from turkeymacedonia.wordpress.com

Crux of the Complaint

However, this is not the most pertinent part of our complaint. This derives from comments after the Premier had moved
on from discussing the President of the Republic of Macedonia and the public projects. Here, he made the following
remarks (as his own transcript reveals): “People sometimes say to me, but why is this important? It is important because
no one is entitled to steal another nation’s history or culture; that’s why it’s important”.

In the lead up to this offensive assertion, Premier Rann, implicitly though nevertheless clearly, explained that he was
aiming those remarks at Macedonians; an ethnic group that does not consider itself Greek and again we quote:

“Some people you know interestingly just a few months ago in May, a whole group of very distinguished Greek
scholars came out and had written to the new President of the United States, President Barack Obama and
have said to him, told him the real history of Macedonia. Told him about the fact that the Greek Macedonians
were there centuries and centuries before, the history of Phillip of Macedon, the history of Alexander the Great
& Hellenism. And that’s why this centre is so important. It’s important for you but it’s also important for the rest
of us. To have a centre that celebrates the great Hellenic tradition, the Greek tradition of Makethonia. And so |
promise you that we will remain firm and unswerving in our support for your cause.

People sometimes say to me ‘but why is this important?’ It is important because no one is entitled to steal
another nation’s history or culture. That is why it’s important.”

What is the “Greek cause” that Mr. Rann is referring to? It is the desire to force Macedonians to change their identity
and name. This is a cause that aims to subvert the human right to self-identify. The whole paragraph makes it clear
that if anyone, not just the current President of the Republic of Macedonia, regards him or herself as a Macedonian in
a distinct non-Greek ethnic sense; or if they do not consider Alexander the Great to have been an ethnic Greek, then
they are “Slavs” (a generic racial label used in reference to the Republic of Macedonia earlier by the Premier in his
speech; a label that ignores national specificity - see the earlier part of the transcript) who are trying to “steal another
nation’s history or culture”.

In other words, the Premier’s comments were implicitly, but clearly based on ethnicity and/or nationality, and indeed he
utilised the generic racial label “Slavic” in reference to the Republic of Macedonia. Moreover, the Premier appears to be
claiming that his comments, which seem to be denying the ethnic identity of one group of people, the Macedonians,
are his “genuine beliefs”. This seems a somewhat extraordinary thing to maintain. However, not content with that,
he goes on to claim that these views “represent fair comment on a matter of very real international public interest”.
Premier, it is not “fair comment” to deny the existence of a people, and the very real international public interest lies in
the protection and promotion of human rights, such as the right to self identification, not the other way around.

We repeat that we are not historical and cultural thieves and we demand that the Premier take responsibility for his
actions and apologise for the discriminatory slur against Macedonians.
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Review by Michael Seraphinoff

Macedonian literature has a number of works with
child narrators that are worthy of note. These include
Makedoncheto (The Macedonian Boy) by Petros G. Vocis,
whosechildhoodmemoiriswritteninthechild narrator’svoice
of five year old Petros, who recounts his life in the lost world
of his family’s ancestral home village of Setina in northern
Greece, Aegean
Macedonia.
The book is a
memoir of a year
when the Greek
Civil War raged
in his home
village. The
author recounts
the tragedy of
a family and a
community torn
apart by the
events of that
war.

In the schoolyard or in the rougher neighborhoods, strength
matters. If you’re smaller and weaker you get pushed around,
unless you develop survival skills, learn to use creativity and
cunning to survive. One of the roughest neighborhoods
on earth is the Balkan Peninsula. Small and weak nations
frequently get preyed upon by stronger neighbors.
Macedonians, with one of the smaller national territories
and populations in the region, know this all too well. Tragic
stories of Macedonian oppression at the hands of more
powerful neighbors abound in the national literature. Mere
survival of a distinct Macedonian ethnic identity has often
hung in the balance during times of foreign occupation, and
over time there has been a steady erosion of the land base
in ethnic Macedonian hands as each subsequent war has
led to the further displacement of Macedonians by more
numerous and aggressive neighboring peoples.

In response to this loss of homes and fields, the uprooting
of whole communities, this dispersion of the people, often
in foreign lands where their children become assimilated
and lose all memory of a lost homeland, a lost language and
culture, way of life and identity, Macedonian writers have
fought back with the pen. If they could not defend their
homes and identity from invaders, at least they could raise
their voices in protest, regain a certain amount of dignity
and self-respect through the power of literature, of memory
mixed with dreams committed to the printed page.

One of the more clever ways that certain Macedonian
writers have chosen to raise their voices against the bullies
in their neighborhood is to voice their protest through a
child narrator. As we all know, bullies rarely react kindly to
complaints from their victims, so the clever person looks for
ways to avoid retaliation for their protests. A child narrator
can, among other things, create a degree of distance

between the adult author and his or her message that
serves to lessen hostility to that message. Readers tend
to be more accepting of a child rather than an adult who
gives voice to certain uncomfortable or controversial truths,
because, after all, as American talk show host Art Linkletter,
who made a career out of publicizing their utterances would
say: “Kids say the darndest things”.

Petros Vocis, could have been intimidated into silence by
the prevailing Greek public opinion and policy that there is
no Macedonian language, people, or nation, past or present,
inside or outside the borders of Greece. Something as
simple as his use of words from non-Greek (Macedonian)
language that he and his fellow villagers spoke, or the use
of the old name of their village rather than the more recent
Greek name given to that village by the Greek authorities,
could have led to serious consequences for the author. He
could have received death threats or his publisher could
have been threatened if they dared to publish his book, as
happened several years back when Cambridge University
Press was considering publishing a book on the separate
and distinct minority Macedonian language and culture
in northern Greece. Or his book, upon publication, could
have been withheld from distribution or destroyed before
it ever reached the public, such as happened to Krste P.
Misirkov’s On Macedonian Matters, in 1903 in Bulgaria or
to the ABCEDAR intended for the Macedonian population
in Greece in the 1920’s.

The fact that Vocis’s book did not meet such a fate is not so
much a result of some change in relations among Balkan
neighbors as it is the result of creative use of a child narrator
to avoid a hostile reaction. If the same author had chosen
to simply interview older family and friends to document
his village and people’s experience in the Greek Civil War
in 1947, there might have been a firestorm of opposition to
his book in Greece, where it was first published in Greek
before it came out in a Macedonian language edition in
the Republic of Macedonia. But his five year old narrator
evokes a different response from readers, tapping universal
wells of sympathy for the child-like and innocent.

This crafting of a sympathetic child main character begins
on the opening page of the book. At the same time, readers
get a taste of the factual, documentary account of a village
caught up in the tragic events of the civil war. Discerning
readers will understand that the five year old narrator is a
figure of literary invention, that his narration is the literary
product of the adult researcher, organizer and arranger of
this story, masterfully crafted so that readers will fall under
the spell of the stream of consciousness immediacy of the
five year old boy’s narration:

This book is dedicated to all of my fellow villagers and
particularly to those who were not allowed to return to their
native land, even in death. To my first cousins Itso and Lazo
who perished in their early twenties...



Chapter One

“How can I ever recall those memories without sorrow.”

Now if I can just get my mother to lift me up in her arms, so that I'm even with her
head. This time I'm sure that I'll grab it - so I'm always begging her to pick me up.

But I always have to watch out that there aren’t any other kids around, or they’ll
laugh at me and call me a little baby, which isn’t fair, since 'm not little! 'm especially
afraid to when Grandma Dala is there, since she told me that I was a little donkey who
didn’t need to be carried by his mother anymore. As if I didn’t already know that 'm
abigboy, since I'm going to be five years old soon, and don’t I have my own dogand a
lamb, I can ride on a donkey, and Uncle even made me a staff, with a handle and told
me it was mine.

But every time I reach my hands up to try and grab the sky - even when I'm in my
mother’s arms - they come back empty. It doesn’t make sense when I can see that the
sky starts at her head, that I can’t grab it. It appears to be a little higher. Maybe if my
older cousin Itso picked me up, he’s really tall, when his head hits the sky, I can grab it.
I’ve got to finish this business, because I've got so much else to do. So I've got to tell
Itso the next time I see him. But he’s always sleeping whenever he comes home. He sets
down his rifle, a really big gun, we call it a blaster, he washes up, eats and then sleeps
so that nobody can wake him. Cousin Itso eats a lot, he eats as much as everybody
else together. When we make a pot of stew, he’ll eat a whole pot all by himself, what
everybody else eats combined. His mother, Grandma Dimana, and his wife, Auntie
Ordana, gather up his clothes, as soon as he undresses and they boil them, as if we
were going to eat them.

“That’s the only way to kill the lice and their eggs. That’s what Grandma Dimana
says, and then she repeats it every time when he comes. But, why is he so tired, when his
work is to make war, while how many hours do I play at war and I never get tired?

They say that he is fighting against the monarcho-fascists. I don’t know them, and
I’ve never seen them. Maybe they’re from other villages. It seems that they’re different
than us, but definitely bad and that is why they fight against them. But when they get
so tired too, why doesn’t he just kill them with his blaster, which is the real thing. Is he
too tired from fighting to pull the trigger? I'll have to remember to ask him when he
comes. But I'll beg him to help me, since his gun is heavy, it’s not possible to move it,
even my brother Kolche can barely lift it. But if I really try and put my weight into it,
maybe I can do it. When he comes another time, I'll try that. ...

Excerpt from the book by Petros G. Vocis, Makedoncheto, 1999. translation of the excerpt by Michael Seraphinoff

Dr. Michael Seraphinoff, Ph.D. Slavic languages and literature
Portions of this article first appeared in a presentation at the 5th North American Macedonian Studies Conference at Ohio State University in 2003.
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AMHRC hosted the Melbourne premiere of
A Name is a Name

The AMHRC is proud to have hosted a sold out screening of
the Melbourne premiere of A Name is a Name at the Forum
Theatre on March 4. In attendance were Macedonians
and non-Macedonians alike, as well as some Victorian
parliamentarians.

This documentary surveyed a very wide cross-section of
Macedonian society on the issue of Macedonia’s name.
The interviewees depicted all gave different reasons
for why Macedonia’s name should not be changed.
These explanations and justifications ranged from the
political, historical, cultural and legal. Their depiction
in the documentary demonstrated that the Macedonian
identity marker is complexly and deeply interwoven in
Macedonian society and that there is no question of
accepting a name change.

Following the film, audiences got the distinct privilege of
being part of a Q & A with producer Jason Miko and director
Sigurjon Einarsson. At the evenings end, the general feeling
in the packed theatre was very positive.

Photo’s (including front cover) courtesy of
Stefan Avtarovski from Glamorous Photography
Phone: (02) 9599 5539
Email: studio@glamorous.com.au
Postal Address: P.O. Box 774

Rockdale, NSW 2216



a film by Sigurjon Einarsson

a4 name is a name

a film about & nation held hoatage kecause of itsa name
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Every Premier has his price,

and some go real cheap

It all gets a bit much to be constantly finding fault with our
fellow human beings. Even more upsetting and tiresome
is to have to complain about Australian politicians who
consider any excuse is a good excuse for vote grabbing.
Mike Rann, Premier of SA, about to face the music with
the impending state election, is in the well-worn political
tradition of acting in bad faith. He has shamelessly
slandered the Macedonian people calling them robbers of
the so-called Hellenic heritage of the modern Greeks who
lay claim to Macedonia both ancient and modern.

The official Greek nationalist ideology of modern times
has been centred on the following fictions: 1) “We were
here first” (primacy) 2) “We have been here for the last
4,000 years” (continuity) 3) “We have always owned it”
(ownership) 4) “We are great, important because the
Greeks invented democracy, philosophy, science etc”
(the world’s greatest over-achievers). These are the crucial
elements of the fairy tale. A corollary of this is that non-
Greeks are inferior or barbaric.

However, everyone who reflects on the matter will perceive
that the only thing that does not change in history is the
inexorable process of change itself. Even a casual glance
at a map of the Balkans, let alone a rough idea of the
comings and goings of different peoples in the region over
the centuries, will give a prima facie indication that

Itis as ridiculous as to claim that the people, language and
culture of the existing Hellenic Republic has been around
that long - every history book on Greece will tell you that it
assumed its present borders in the second decade of the
20th century.

Apart from serving as a catch-cry to bolster Greek national
significance and self-importance, the nationalist fairy tale
has guided official Greek policies on its ethnic minorities.

But here, | want to bring the reader back to the real
subject of this commentary. How on earth does one jump
from these bizarre nationalist myths, to the accusation
that the Macedonians are robbers of the Greek cultural
heritage in self-identifying as Macedonians and who
speak a language that is universally known as the
Macedonian language and have a sovereign and
independent nation state recognised by 130 nations,
including the major powers?

Of course, Mike Rann is a politician and we all know that
most, if not all, politicians are opportunists. Politicians
anywhere are usually opportunists after their own fashion
and what they can get away with determines their style.

Is Mr Rann, interested in “whatever it takes” to be re-
elected? Indubitably, or why else would he go around
saying appalling things about the Macedonians and think
himself virtuous and rational with a right to his “opinion”.
He has told the media he won’t apologise, even though
his views are offensive and give further fuel to hatred of
the Macedonians by the Greeks. He has been praised by
former Labor Senator Nick Bolkus, a fund raising mate of
his, who thinks everyone is entitled to their own opinion.
So given this very broad criteria of what an acceptable
“opinion” is implicit in the views expressed about the
Macedonians, he would have to admit he is committed to
the tolerating the intolerable, racists, fascists, neo-Nazis
and all criminal ideologies.

Like Jeff Kennett when he was Premier of Victoria in the
90’s, Mike Rann has not been particularly interested in
the history or the real nature of the dispute between the
Macedonians and the Greeks. What he has really been
interested in, amounts to no more than the following: the
loud and pushy lot are more numerous that the group
they despise. Why not give the Greeks what they want
as they would be more useful for his re-election to the
highest office in the state? This is another example of the
routine banality of politics, which is the source of much
evil in the world.

When Jeff Kennett was at the peak of his power in Victoria
in 1994, he was prepared to do anything to show what
a great pal he was to the Greek community. He told
one gathering of Greeks that it was absurd for Slavs to
claim Macedonia because the Greeks were there 4,000
years BC (or BCE). Now, one of the books Mr Kennett
was given as a gift, among many gifts, to enlighten him
on the glorious Greek history of Macedonia, had “4,000
years” on its glossy cover title. Presumably, Mr Kennett
was so enthralled by this figure (2,000 BC + 2,000 AD
= 4,000 years) that he decided to trump the ingenious
symmetrically-minded Greek scholars by saying that the
Greeks were actually in Macedonia 4,000 before the Lord
Jesus went around preaching love and hope in his Roman-
occupied homeland. Thanks to Mr Kennett’s largesse, this
erudite contribution would suggest the Greeks have been
loitering in Macedonia for 6,000 years.

Even if Zeus from Mount Olympus were to send the world
tablets outlining the full criteria of evidence that would
support the Greek fairy tale as Absolutely True, | would
still see a problem.



The real problems facing a modern nation like Greece
can only be solved with proper governance, offering all its
citizens, regardless of their ethnicity, a normal, peaceful
and meaningful life with just laws and employment. When
puff and bluff are the very substance of political life as they
have been in Greece to date, the encroaching national
calamity due to bankruptcy means a radical revolution in
national policies will need to take place.

To mitigate the dire consequences of the financial and
political failures, co-operation and peaceful coexistence
must be fostered with all Balkan nations and especially
the Republic of Macedonia. There would be so much
to gain with harmony, avoiding the incredible waste of
resources that are being used for undermining Macedonia
by Greece.

One of the most urgent transformations will need to be
the eradication of the endemic racism and all-consuming
intolerance within Greece of other cultures and ethnic
groups. This racism, like the financial catastrophe, has
been inflicting pain on too many innocent people and
continues to do so. And it has been and remains utterly
gratuitous.

In repeating the formulas of Greek national fictions, Jeff
Kennett before him and Mike Rann in recent months, have
endorsed on-going discrimination and cultural genocide -
an untenable situation by any moral yardstick. | don’t think
either of them could really claim to have been innocent
about what the effects of mouthing Greek chauvinist
mantras might be. And | would be further surprised if
anyone needs to have explained why such behaviour
from Australian politicians is fundamentally ignoble and
irresponsible. | remind the reader, Jeff Kennett’s directive
to change the way in which the Macedonian language
was officially referred to in Victoria, was in breach of
Australian law.

Jim Thomev

Former Premier of Victoria Jeff Kennett was prepared to do anything to
show what a great pal he was to the Greek community.
Photo sourced from abc.net.au
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TODAY-[EHEC, BTOPHVK, 16 ®EBPYAPU 2010

EKCK/TY3NBHO 3A AEHEC CO N3BPLUHNOT OABOP HA ABCTPANTICKO
- MAKEAOHCKINOT KOMUTET 3A YOBEKOBIN MPABA:

CEKOrALU BO OAIEPAHA
HA HEOTVIMBUTE NPABA

Kako wTo noBeKkeTo yMtaTesniu mo)xebu

3Haar, Ha 20 mapT KommTeToT Ke ja ogpxu
26TaTa no pen Be4epuHkKa Bo NpaHpg
Hepert PeLienwiuoHc BO EnuHr.
CnevLujanHu roctTy Ha OBOj HacTaH Ke
6ugar QumuTpu JOBaHOB, YJI€H Ha
MaKeZoOHCKaTa NofIMTUYKa napTuja og
Mpuuja, BuHoxxuto m NMpocecop Bukrtop
dpuamaH og YHMBep3uTeToT BO Yukaro.

Ke cakare nu na rv uaa-
BOWTE HajsHa4ajHUTe ycne-
cn Ha MakefOHCKMOT KO-
MUTET 3a YOBEKOBM NpaBa
BO ABcTpanuja pgocera?

ABCTpanMcko—makenoH—
CKMOT KOMUTET 32 HYOBEKOBU
npasa noctou ywTe of 1984
rof. WTO 3Ha4n AeKa e ak-—
TUBEH NoBeKe o4 25 roguHn.
Moronemnte ynecu BO noc—
nejHuTe TpWU feueHun ce
nobeaata Ha KomuteToT 3a—
egHo co MakefoHCKOTO

UMTENICKO APYWTBO Ha

nKTopuja npoTmB BukTo-
pvckaTa Brnaja BO Bpcka co
npevMeHyBareTo Ha Ma-
KeOOHCKMWOT ja3uk 1 akumja—
Ta NpOTUB BUKTOPUCKWOT
MuHucTep [MaHgasonoynoc
Kora pacucTuykm TOj ja
Hapede MakegoHckata 3a-
epHuua “CkonjaHcka” n Ma—
KeAoHCKMNOT jasnk “Cko-—
njaHckn”. Hawarta akuuja
[oBeje [0 paspeLlyBare Ha
MWUHUCTEPOT.

Ha HapgsopelweH nnaH,
KomuTteToT mMma ogurpaHo
Kfy4yHa ynora BO noaAapLu—
Kata Ha napTtujata Ha Ma-
KepoHumTe BO [puuja “Bu-
HOXWTO” 1 NapTujaTa Ha Ma—
KEeJOHCKOTO ManuMHCTBO BO
E%ra&mja OMO “UnuHpen”
MNPUWH. Mopaau H(au.laTa

MpeKTHa nogapLika (3aeg—
ﬂopco MXPMqlﬂpBo Topom"cct))
oB/MEe  OUTHM MaKedoHCKMW
opraHusaymn umat  yH—
LMOHANHU KaHuenapum BO
JlepuH n Bnaroesrpag. Osue
ycnecu He ce Mmanu, U Hue
cme ropau Ha HuB. Ce Hage—
BamMe Ha ylTe noronema

nogapwka of MakejoH—
ckaTa 3aefHuua Bo ABCTpa—
nvja 3a ga mMoxeme fa ro
3rofieMmnme ycrexot BO Ua-—
HUHa.

Mmalue mHoOry axkumm BO
Kou 6eBMe MHBOMBUPaHW BO
n3mvMHaTaBsa gekaga Bo AB—
cTpanuja (McTo Taka 6eBme
N aKTUBHW MpPeKy OKeaHOoT
nomMarajku rv Hawute napT-
Hepcku opraHunsauum Bo 'p—
umja, byrapvja n An6anwja,
Aa He M cnoMmeHyBame u
MHOTyTe uW3BecTyBara W
npeanosn WTo rm umame Ha—
npaBeHO Ha hopymMmuTe Kako
CeeTcknoT KoHrpec 3a Pa-
cusmoT Ha OH, PenopToT Ha
ECRI 2004, CoBeToT Ha EY,
cobupot Ha OBCE cekoja
roguHa, Ha EBponckata Ko-
mucuja 3a Yoseuku [lpasa
3a ogHocoT Ha lNpuuja n by-
rapvja M HWBHWTE NpeKkp—
LyBarba Ha YoBEYKWUTE npa—
Ba W MHory apyru...). Hekou
0ff aKTUBHOCTUTE BO KOM
6eBMe VHBONBUPaHK, OBAE U
N BO CTPaHCTBO MOXeTe Aa
r'M HajaeTe Ha Hawara UH—
TepHeT cTpaHuya Kora Ke
0AUTE HU3 TOAUHUTE KOMU
Tamy ce opbenexanun. [o-
[eKa HeKou Hema aa rv Haj—
JeTe Ha WHTepHeT, Kako Ha
npumep 6pojHuTe npen—
cTaByBarba HanpaseHu npej
AscTpanuckata Bnapga 3a
Hefo3BONyBaHeTo Ha AB—
CTpPanucKn _AapxasjaHun aa
Bnesat Bo [pumja nnm geka
Ce 3/10CTaByBaHN Ha rpaHn—
Lia; UICTO Taka umame npese—
MEHO ¥ ApYr akuum BO MMe
Ha nyfeTo wWTO ce Auc—

KPpUMWHUPpaHW 6uaejkn ce
“MakefoHUmM” (Hekoraw no-
marajku um npeg Komun-—
cvjata 3a EgHakeu lNpasa),
noToa 3a AUCKpMMUHaLMjaTa
WwTO ce cnydyBa BO 605—
HUUMTE, UMUTPaLMOHMN Npea—
MeTW, AUCKpUMMHaLmWjaTa BO
[obuBarbe Ha pa3Hu Ap>kaB—
HW CepBUCK U YCNYrn —Kako
6upoTo 3a BpaboTyBame,
obpasoBaHueTo, npesepy-—
BaYyKuTE CEPBUCU, NEH3NOH—
epckute ycnyrun. OpgroBa—
pajku Ha TeneBU3NCKUTE W
pagmo nporpamMu WTO [03—
BOMyBaat NMOHUXYBaYKO
npeHecyBare BO BpCKa CO
MakegoHckaTa 3aegHuua,
N3BECTYBaHeTO BO BECHU—
umTe, rm nomarasme Make-—
[OHCKM noaapXxysaHuTe
dyabanckn Knybosu BO
pasHu akumu, ro noaapxxy—
BaMe M €O3[JaBareTo Ha
MakefOHCKM ja3nyHn rpaHkun
BO [MaBHUTE MONUTUYKHK
naptum (!!) HM3 pasHn ak—
TUBHOCTU, OypW CMe mnoma—
rane un 3a nyfe wrto 6une
ONCKPUMWHUPaHM of npu—
BaTHN KOMMaHW.

Hvue ucto Taka umame
KOHTPUOYMpaHo BO pasHu
MYNTUKYNTYPHU MOSIUCU HU3
ABcTpanuja npeky pAasarbe
CyrecTuv n npeseHTauuu, 3a
NMOUHAKBUOT KOHCYNTaTUBEH
npouec 3a 4OBEYKM npasa
WTO ce CcrnyyyBa, BO NO-—
BEKETO "npo 60HO” 3aKOHCKMN
06jeKTn, HMe co nperosopu
ro Bknyyunsme “MakepoH—
ckn” (HacnpoTu “CnaBo-Ma—
KeJOHCKKW”, wTo 6elwe BUC—
TUHCKa OMacHOCT JoJeKa He
WHTEepBEHUpaBMe) BO MO—
TEK/I0TO BO MuHaTUTE Aga
ABcTpanucku nonucu (BO
u3BelTauTe), y4yecTsyBaB—
Me BO pa3HW UHTEeNeKTyanHun
hopymu npeky KoHpepeH—
LUMCKU npe3eHTayun MUTH...
BuctuHa, He moxeTe ga cu
3amucnnTe KOnKy uma ga ce
paboTw.

Ho, mo>kebu camo ga no-
TEeHLMpaM HeKOmKy aKTyesn—
HW paboTu WTO AdoafaaT Ha
YM, MOMEHTasHO npero—
Bapame co NAATI, wTto e
degepanHo Teno wTo rum

WHTepBjyTo € BOAEHO CO 4SIeHOBUTE Ha N3BPLIHMOT
of6op: N'opru Bnaxos, LlejcoH Kam6oscku, Backo
Hacrescku, [ip. Kpuc Monos 1 [laBug Butkos.

Hagrneaysa akpegutauumte
3a npesefyBare U npeee—
[yBayku cepBucum BO AB-—
cTpanvja. HenpasegHo, Tue
npecTtaHaa co TecTupame (a
CO TOa 1 CO akpeauTupame)
Ha Make[oHCKMOT jasuK U
MHTEpnpeTupa4Ykn cepaucu,
NaKo HUBHUTE noAaToum Ka—
)KyBaaT fdeka osa e gen co
ronema nob6apysayka. Bo
M3MUHaATMBE LLECT Meceum
MMaBMe f[ocTa AeTasnHu
nperoBopu CO HWB U MUC—
nuMe, ce HageBame, Aeka
TMe Ke npogorkat co Tec—
TMparbeTo Ha MakefoHCcKn
BO HOBaTa (huHaHcucka rog—
nHa. (OTkako OBOj oAroBop
6ewe fgafeH, NOTBPAEHO e
Aeka MakefoHCKUOT npo—
rpam Ke 6uge OOHOBEH —
MOXeTe fda ro BuAWUTE Ha
BebcajtorT  www.macedo-
nianhr.org.au).

WcTo Taka nogpavjeto Bo
Koe cMe hoKycrpaHn BO MO—
MEHTOB € nomararbe Ha “fge—
uyata 6eranuyn” kou ce rpa—
faHn Ha ABcTpanwja, Bo ne—
ranHaTa akumja Wwrto ce Boau
npotus Bnaparta Ha Mpuyja.
Vim nomarame ga nogrorsat
A0Ka3n, 6aparse UTH...

Ce pasbupa Hekou pa-
60TV He moxeme da rm ob-
jaByBame cé ywwTe BO jaBHO—
cTa oA PasnuyHU MPUYUHW.

Hwne cme oTBOpEHN 3a co-
paboTka cO cuTe WTO ce
3avHTepecupaHn BO 4OBEY—
KWTe npasa, ganuM Tue ce
nog 3akaHa BO ABcTpanuja
UM BO CTPAHCTBO.

Kako ja oyeHyBare co-
pa6oTkaTta co nowmpoxara
MaKefoHcKa 3aegHuua?

CopaboTkata cO nowm—
pokata MakefoHcka 3aef-—
HVWua e gobpa u KOHCTpXK—
TmBHa. Ha 20 mapTt 2010 AB-
CTpanMcKo—MaKegoHCKMOT
KOMUTET 3a YOBEKOBW npasa
Mma MHMUMpaHo HauuoHanHa
nonuTudka KoHdepeHuuja
Bo Men6ypH. [lMpecTaBHULM

of, rnNaBHWTE MaKe[OHCKM
opraHusaumn og uena As—
cTpanuja Ke mpucycTsyBaat
N Ke y4yecTByBa Ha OBOj Ba—
>KeH HacTaH 3a HawaTta 3a-—
egHvua. Haveparta e ga ce
noctaeat TemenuTe 3a egHa
3ApaBa u cuctTumaTtusmpaHa
copaboTka BO Bpcka CO 10—
6uparbeTo Ha nonnTU4apuTe
Ha ABcTpanuja, 6ugejku
Hawara 3aegHuua Tyka cé
ywTe AOXKMBYBa pasHu hop—
MW Ha AUCKpUMUHauuja u
3apagu TOa WTO asBcTpa—
nmckaTta Braga He ro npu-
3HaBa YCTaBHOTO MMe Ha
Penybnuka  MakepoHuja.

MoKOHKpeTHO, KaKBM
aKTUBHOCTU CTe MOKpeHa-
ne Bo pa3ybegyBar-e€TO Ha
aBTopuTeTMTe BO ABCTpa-
rivja KoM TONKY rfiecHoBep-
HO My rnopgJsierHaa Ha rpuy-
KMOT NMPUTUCOK 3a MMEHy-
Bakbe Ha MakefoHcKaTa
APXaBa cO HaBpepgnuea
p peHua?

ocera HalwwuoT KOMUTET
MMa MOKPEeHaTo HN3a aKTUB—
HoCTKM 3a y6egyBame Ha AB—
cTpanuja ga ja npusHae Pe—
nybnuka MakegoHuja nopg
HEej3NHOTO ycTaBHO ume. Cve
ocTBapune 6pojHn cpepodm
CO npeTcTaBHMUM Ha AB-
CcTpanuckotTo MuHncTepcTBO
3a HagsopewHu PaboTu, co
NpeTcTaBHULM U NpaTeHULm
Ha [OdpywTBoTto 3a [puja-
TenctBo co Peny6bnuka Ma-
KeJoHMja Koe nocTon BO
®depepanHuot MapnameHT,
ob6jaBmBMe 6pOjHM CTaTUM BO
MaKe[OHCKMOT nedat M Ha
VIHTepHeT BO KOW WITO ' 06—
pasnoXuwBMe aprymeHTuTe
3a npusHaeare Ha PM nopg
ycTaBHOTO umMe. O4ekyBame
HacKopo fa ce cpeTHeme co
MuHnctepoT 3a Hagsopelu—
Hn Pab6otn. Ho mopam ga
UcTakHam [JeKka HajoéuTteH
(akTop 3a npu3Haeake Ha
PM nop HejsavHOTO ycTaBHO
uMe of cTpaHa Ha AscTpa—
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Nvja e NPUTUCOKOT LITO Tpe—
6a ga ce uU3BpLK oA Hawara
3aegHuLa Bp3 hegepanHarta
Bfaga v npaTeHuuuTe Kowu
WTO M npeTcrayBaar Tue
n3bupavku eauHuuM Kage
wTo MakegoHuuTe xuBeat
BO roniem 6po;j.

Co KOM MaKefOHCKM
acoumjaymm u 3gpyxeHuja
BO CBETOT HajKBalMTeTHO
copaboTtyBare?

ABCTpPanuckmotr Make-—
[OHCKU KOMUTET 3a 4oBe-—
KOBM MpaBa e fen Ha efHa
MefyHapogHa Mpexa LWTo
paboTn npeky ABcTpanuja,
CeBepHa Amepuka u EB-
pona. HawwuTte napTHepu, co
KOW LITO 3aeAHO ce 6opume
3a npaBaTta U UHTerpuTeToT
Ha MaKeJOHCKMOT Hapog
HW3 Len CBeT ce cnefHuTe
opraHmsauum:

European Free Alliance —
Rainbow

Address Stephanou
Dragoumi 11

PO Box 51

53100 Florina / Lerin
Greece

Telephone +30 23850 46548
E-mail vinozito@otenet.gr or
rainbow @vinozito.gr
Website www.vinozito.gr

OMO “llinden” Pirin
Address Bulgaria
Bla% evgrad 2700
lenovo' bl 6 v. B ap. 6
.k. Mechkarovi

mail
omo_ilinden_pirin@yahoo.co
m
Website

www.omoilindenpirin.org

Macedonian Human Rights
Movement International
Address 157 Adelaide St.
West, Suite 434
Toronto, Canada M5H 4E7
Telephone 1-416-850-7125
Email info@mhrmi.org
Website www.mhrmi.org
Bo ucTo Bpeme, HawuoT
KomuTeT copaboTyBa co cu—
Te Make[OoHCKM opraHusaum
LITO UMAT CMUYHW CTaBOBM U
rnegvwra.

Bo konkaBa mepa cTe
ONTUMHMCT 3a NO6P30 pa3-
pellyBatbe Ha CopoT Mery

MakegoHuja u [puuja?

Co ornep Ha HaumoHan-
ncTuyKarta peTopvka co Ko—
ja wTo HacTanysa HoBaTa
Bnaga Ha ManaHgpey u 3a-
OCTpyBameTO Ha rpykarta
nosuuuja BO BpPCKa co MMeTo
He o4eKyBam 6p30 pelia-
BaH-€ Ha CNopoT OKOSY nMe—
T0. 'punja uma mHTepec ga
ro OAONroBneKkyea crnopoT
3a fda ja pgectabunusupa
MakegoHuja, 3a Toa Ma-
KegoHuja 6w Tpebano pAa
6apa pelleHve BO pamKuTe
Ha O6eanHeTuTe Hauum co—
rnacHo co egHa Hoea npas—
Ha cTparteruja.

Ha kpajoT Ha kpauwTarTa,
HMe MucnuMe Jeka Bnagata
Ha Penybnuka MakepoHuja
Mopa MHTEH3UBHO fa paboTu
cocema fAa ce nosrneye of
OBMe NyAN Pa3roBopu OKOJY
nmerTo.

AscTtpanucko MakegoHckuot KomuteT 3a YosekoBu lNpaBa co roctute of “BUHOXUTO” K

“OMO UnuHpeH NMupuH” Bo Men6ypH

Cnopep Bac KakoB Tpe-
6a na 6uge KOMNPOMMUCOT
WwTO Tpeba Aa ro nocrur-
HaT ABeTe He3aBMCHU Ap-
)KaBu 3a fja CU MM perynu-
paaT MeiyCOCEeTCKUTE OfH-
ocu?

HopmanuaunpamweTo Ha
mefycoceTckuTe oAHocu
mefy Penybnuka Makepo-
Huja n pumja Moxxe MHory
NIeCHO da ce Cny4u co fJo-
roBop 3a B3aemo Mo4nTyBa—
He Ha MpaBoOTO Ha MOCTO-—
erbe Ha ABeTe ApXKaBu Kako
1 MpaBOTO Ha CamMoO-MAEH—
TU(UKyBare Ha Tue Ap-
Xasn. Ho pga ce nocturHe
BakoB BuA Ha gorosop [p-
uvja Tpeba ga oTtctanu of
Hej3nHWTe TBPAM U Hepe-—
MOKpaTCKu no3uuun WwTo ce
CNPOTUBHM Ha MefyHapoA-—
HOTO MpaBO M efHall 3ace—
Koraw fa ro npu3Hae umeTo
Ha Peny6nuka MakepgoHuja

TOPBELLIUTE BO CTPYTA CE >KAJIAT HA ANIBAHU3ALIMJA
YuyaT Ha an6aHCcKM ja3uk, a He ro paséupaar

[eceT peua on cTpyw-
KoTO ceno MNoaropum yyaTt Ha
anbaHcKu jasuwk, a He ro pas-
6upaat. BosepyBareTo Ha
HacTasaTa Ha anbaHcku ja-
31K BO OCHOBHOTO yuMimLITe
"Toue [enueB" ce cnyunno
cpefe Likoncka rogvHa. Bo
npBOTO nofyrogve Aeuata
yyene Ha Make[OHCKM jasuk.

YneHoBuTe Ha Yunnuiu-
HWOT of6op TBpAAT Aeka Le-
nata pabota e u3BpTeHa u
HameTHaTa oj rpafoHavant-
nkoT Ha Ctpyra Pamua Mep-
KO KOj, CrIOpe HUBHUTE CO3-
HaHwja, BpLLEN NPUTUCOK BP3
TOop6eLLNTE BO CENOTO Aa v
nyLiTaT Aeuara Bo anbéaHcka
naparnerska.

"OBa e yjaypma Ha rpago-
HavanHukoT Ha Ctpyra Pa-
M3 Mepko u mpeTcTasyBa
anbaHu3auuja Ha ronema
Bpata. [euara BOOMLITO He
ro nosHaBaaT jasukoT W He
3HaM Kako Ke cnepar HacTa-
Ba Ha anbaHcku. HecosecHu

YyunnuwHuoT oa60p BO OCHOBHOTO yYunuwite
"Toue AenyeB' TBpAU AeKa Napanenkata Ha
an6aHCKU jasuK € OTBOpEeHa noj NpuUTUCOK Ha
rpagoHa4YanHukoT Mepko nako Top6ewmTte BO
CenoTo He ro 3HaaT anb6aHCKMOT ja3uk

poAuTENN M XpPTBYBaaT CBO-
UTe pgeua 3a CUTHU WHTe-
pecu", Benim Mexmep Lleman-
JIOCKW, NpeTCcTaBHUK Ha Bna-
jfara Bo YUunuwHuoT ogoop.

Bo wkonara e chopmmpa-
Ha efiHa napanesnka BO MPBO
offeneHve kafe LWTO yuyar
4YeTvpu feua v apyra Bo BTO-
po co wecT y4eHunumn. OcTa-
HaTWTe Aeua crnejar HacTaea
Ha MakeoHCKM ja3uiK.

YumnmwHnoTt opbop 6apa
MuH1CcTEpCcTBOTO 3a 06pa3o-
BaHue Aa ja npeucnuTa of-
nlykarta 3a oTBOopare Ha na-
panenky Ha anbaHckn HacTa-
BEH ja3nK BO YUYMIULLTETO BO
Moaropum 3aLTo yUUIULLIHK-
OoT on6op BOOMWTO He e
KOHCYNTMpaH 1 Hema AafieHo
MO3UTUBHO MUCTIEHE.

(“BecT®)

N Ha MaKeAoHCKMOT Hapog.
He rnepame MOXHOCT 3a
Apyr BUf Ha [OrOBOP MMM
“komnpomuc”.

Ke cakarte nu ga ru 3a-
nosHaeTe YuTtatenure Ha
"Today - [leHec" co npo-
rpamara Ha Komm'e'rO'r 3a
oBaa roguHa?

Bo 2010 AscTtpanucko-
MaKe[OHCKMOT KOMUTET 3a
4YOBEKOBMW Npasa Mma nna-
HMPaHO LWMPOK CMeKTap Ha
akTUBHOCTU. Kako wTo no-
BEKETO uuTatenun Moxxebu
3HaaTt, Ha 20 mapT Komu-
TETOT Ke ja ofpxu 26TaTta
no pep BeyepuHka Bo Grand
Neret Receptions Bo EnuHr.
CneumjanHu roctu Ha OBOj
HacTaH Ke 6ugaT Oumutpun
JoBaHOB, YneH Ha MaKeoH—
ckaTa nonutuyka napTuja
oA Mpuwja, BUHOXMTO 1 npo—
cecop Viktor Friedman op,
YHuBep3uTeToT BO Yumkaro.
MHTepecoT 3a roctute e
OrpoMeH, nocebHo 3a npo—
becopoT dpugman, Koj uma
HanuwaHo 3HadnTeneH 6poj
cTatm 3a MakefoHCKOTO
npaware U MakeJOHCKUOT
jasuk, n Te4yHo 36opyBa Ma-—
KeaoHcku. Ho, npodpecopoT
BO MocnejHo Bpeme e nos—

—

HaT Mo HeroBWOT HacTan Ha
HeoJamHelHaTa npomouu—
jaTa Ha rp4yko—makegoH—
CKUNOT peyHuK Bo ATUHA Koja
6ele ynagHata of rp4ku
awmcTtn. JosaHos n dpug—
MaH Ke Hu bugaT roctM BO
MenbypH epHa Hepena wu
cMeTame feka Ke buje Hes—
abopaBHa noceTa, 0CO6EHO
6uaejku Ke ce opraHnsmpaat
no4ecHu npejasarsa Ha He—
KOMNKY npoyyeHn hakynteTu
Bo MenobypH.

Ncto Taka KomwutetoT
uMa nnaHvpaHo Apyrn ak-—
TuBHOCTK 3a 2010, BKy4y—
Bajkn U HEKOJIKY MpPOeKTU
noBp3aHu Co NpaBHaTa Kam—
nawa npotue ['puvja Ha ge-
uata 6eranuu; OCHOBare Ha
cTuneHanckn hoHa 3a CcTy—
AEeHTU 1 NpunpemMun 3a crnej-
HWOT nmonuc BO ABcTpanuja
WTO Ke ce oaapXu Hapen-—
HaTta roguHa. Ce pasbupa

eKa KaKko 1 cekoja roguHa,

OMUTETOT Ke NPOoAOIIKMN CO
TecHata copaboTtka co Bu-
HOXUTO, OMO WnuHgeH
MAPUH n MXPMW Bo To-
POHTO, CO KOW Ce MnaHnpaHu
HOBM uHUUMjaTMBKU. HO 3a
TNe Ke Be uHdopmmpame BO
6nmcka ngHuHa.
rop MNasnoecku

AA..N

NPECTIDKHN TNV

3MHITCO WOEP

MNMokaxkeTe ja
oBaa peknawma w
Ke gobuere 20%
¥ _LavanyBarse

A [leGyTaHCKWN 6an
~ A\ CneuujanHu npunkKu
MNoGapajmeaneydeijaH Ha
Mo 6:m048aw5547837
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MHRMI and United Macedonians contribute to
Canadian Museum for Human Rights

Toronto, Canada _ 17 December 2009

Macedonian Human Rights Movement IS
International (MHRMI) and the United
Macedonians Organization of Canada
(UM) participated at the December 1, 2009
roundtable discussion organized by the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights. The
goal of this meeting was to help develop
content and exhibits for the new Museum,
due to open in Winnipeg in 2012.

-

MHRMI and UM contributed numerous
examples of oppression against
Macedonians, both pastand present. Afocus
was put on current human rights abuses
against ethnic Macedonians by Greece and
Bulgaria, in an attempt to raise international
attention and, according to the Museum’s
mandate, inspire a commitment to “taking f
action against hate and oppression”. Artists impression of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. Photo sourced from blog.unionstayshyn.com

MHRMI and UM specifically asked that:

Current and lesser known human rights abuses be highlighted;

So-called “Western nations” be exposed for abusing their

minorities’ rights;

3. Countries who are signatories to international human rights treaties be
forced to abide by them.

N —

To contribute your story to the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, to donate or become a member of our organizations,
please see our contact information below.

Macedonian Human Rights Movement International (MHRMI) has been active on
human and national rights issues for Macedonians and other oppressed peoples
since 1986. For more information, please visit www.mhrmi.org or contact MHRMI
at 416-850-7125, or info@mhrmi.org

The United Macedonians Organization of Canada is the oldest and largest
Macedonian national and cultural organization in the diaspora. Our mission is to
promote national unity of Macedonians worldwide. For more information, please
visit www.unitedmacedonians.org or call 416-490-0181.

*Please note: The United Macedonians Organization of Canada, founded in 1959, is not affiliated with
the “United Macedonian Diaspora (UMD)” which was founded in 2004.




Macedonia and Greece:
What is the basis for a reconciliation?

A Greek blogger called Omadeon has
written a critique of me, entitled ‘Dr
Hoare’s Balkan excesses need... anti-
nationalist critics’. Well, | don’t admit
to any excesses, but | do welcome
anti-nationalist critics. Omadeon
deserves credit for writing against
Srebrenica-genocide denial and for
his statement that ‘I think Greece
owes an apology to Bosnia, for the
one-sided support of Serbia by most
Greeks’. He deserves credit too for
his rejection of some of the excesses
of Greek nationalism.

Unfortunately, Omadeon nevertheless
shares the Greek-nationalist blind-
spot with regard to Macedonia. He
refers to the Republic of Macedonia
in a derogatory manner, as ‘Slavo-
Albanian Macedonia’, and puts the
words ‘Macedonia’ and ‘Macedonian’
in inverted commas when referring to
the Republic of Macedonia and the
Macedonian nation. He describes
the Macedonian identity as a “fiction’.
He wrote a letter to the New York
Times in April 2008 in which he
condemned the newspaper for its
criticism of Greek policy with regard
to Macedonia, asserted the alleged
Greekness of Alexander the Great
and the ancient Macedonians, and
demanded that the contemporary
Macedonians change their name to
‘Slav Macedonians’. Above all, he
seems absolutely obsessed with
telling the Macedonians that they
should abandon the identity that they
want to have and adopt the identity
that he wants them to have, which is
a ‘Slavic’ identity’ (‘A SANE attitude,
on behalf of Slav-Macedonia, would
be the simple RECOGNITION of
their ESSENTIALLY SLAVIC national
identity; something they have EVERY
RIGHT to be PROUD of...."). But
a given identity is something that
people either feel for themselves, or
they don’t. It is not up to Omadeon
and the Greeks to decide what sort of
identity Macedonians should have.

Consequently, | am afraid that
Omadeon, although he appears to
be an honest and decent individual
in most respects, is very far from
being an ‘anti-nationalist’. In fact,
his writings on Macedonia highlight
the erroneous way in which ethno-
nationalists interpret modern national
politics. This includes:

1) A belief that modern nations can be
traced back, in unbroken continuity,
to ancient or medieval peoples: the
modern Greeks to ancient Greeks;
the modern Macedonians to medieval
Slavs; etc.

2) A consequent belief that one has,
on the basis of one’s own ethno-
nationalistinterpretationofancientand
medieval history, the right to accuse
other nations of being ‘invented’ or
having ‘fictional’ identities.

3) An inability to understand the
difference between language and
nationality.

Inthis case, Greek nationalists—on the
basis of their erroneous understanding
of ancient and medieval history, and
of the meaning of modern nationhood
- believe that they have the right to
decide what the ‘true’ identity of
Greece’s northern neighbour should
be. Since they erroneously believe
that the majority population of the
Republic of Macedonia is descended
from Slavs who arrived in the area
during the Middle Ages, and since
they equally erroneously believe that
modern Greeks are descended in
unbroken continuity from ancient
Greeks (among whom they include the
ancient Macedonians), they believe
they have the right to pronounce
that the Macedonians are ‘not really’
Macedonians, that the Macedonian
identity is a ‘fiction’, and that they -
the Greek nationalists — on the basis
of their ‘objective’ reading of ancient
and medieval history have the right to
pronounce what the Macedonians’

true name and identity should be.

From this, it follows — according to
the Greek nationalist logic — that
since their own interpretations of
history and of the meaning of modern
nationhood are the correct ones, then
Macedonians who dispute this are
‘nationalists’, and those who support
them in this rejection — such as myself
— are supporting ‘ultra-nationalism’,
which is what Omadeon accuses me
of.

In this way, the Greek nationalists
turn reality on its head. Macedonia is
not threatening Greece or its national
identity; the Macedonians are not
saying that the Greek language and
nation do not exist; or that Greece
has to change its name. They are not
trying to impose their own version of
Greek identity on the Greeks. They
are not even denying the right of the
Greek inhabitants of Greek Macedonia
to call themselves ‘Macedonian’. Yet
for the crime of rejecting the Greek-
nationalist interpretation of history,
and of asserting their own identity,
then it is they who become the bad
guys in Greek-nationalist eyes. And
before you know it, the whole of
NATO and the EU have to shape their
policies around the Greek-nationalist
misinterpretation of history. Such is
the world we live in.

Nationalists do not appreciate the fact
that, in a democratic world, everyone
has to be free to define their identity
as they wish; no nation or individual
has the right to decide what the
identity of another nation or individual
should be. Nationalists do not
appreciate that there is no one, single,
‘objective’ interpretation of history;
historians, archaeologists and others
must be free to put forward different
interpretations about Antiquity, the
Midde Ages and so forth. No group
or nation can impose its own version
of history on the rest of the world.



AMHRC summer review 2010

Nationalists also do not appreciate
the fact that all modern European
nations — all of them - have very
mixed ethnic origins. The modern
Macedonians—the majority population
of the Republic of Macedonia — are
descended from a mixture of ancient
Macedonians, Slavs and others.
And modern Greeks are likewise
descended from a mixture of ancient
Macedonians, ancient Greeks, Slavs,

Turkish-speaking  Anatolians and
others. Something similar applies for
all European nations: English, Scots,
French, Germans, Iltalians, Serbs,
Croats, Albanians, Turks, etc.

There is no such modern ethnic group
as the ‘Slavs’ — ‘Slavs’ do not exist as
an ethnic group in the modern world,
any more than do Angles, Saxons,
Franks, Gauls, Visigoths or Vikings.
‘Slavic’ is a linguistic, not an ethnic
category. The Macedonians speak
a Slavic language, and in that sense
they are ‘Slavic’, just as the English
and Dutch are ‘Germanic’ and the
Italians and French are ‘Latin’. Greek
nationalists demanding that the
Macedonians call themselves ‘Slavs’
is like someone demanding that the
English and Dutch call themselves
‘Germanics’ or that the ltalians and
French call themselves ‘Latins’. It is
up to the Macedonians alone whether
they feel their identity to be ‘Slavic’
or not — nobody else has the right to
impose such an identity on them.

Ironically, in terms of their genetic

origins, non-Slavic-speaking Greece
and Albania are more Slavic in their
origins than the modern Macedonians
and Bulgarians; spoken language is a
very poor guide to ethnic origins. But
does this mean that the Greeks and
Albanians are not really Greeks and
Albanians? Of course not! Modern
nationhood does not derive from
ancient or medieval ethnicity, but
from a shared sense of identity in the

present. Omadeon’s describing of the
Republic of Macedonia as ‘Slavo-
Albanian Macedonia’ is equivalent
to describing Greece as ‘Slavo-
Albanian-Turkish-Greek Greece’, or
England as ‘Celtic-Anglo-Saxon-
Viking-Norman England’. If the people
of Greece feel themselves to be
Greek; if the people of Macedonia
feel themselves to be Macedonian
- that is all that matters. Trying to
deny the existence of a modern
nation by pointing out its ethnically
diverse roots, or by reducing it to a
number of ethnic components, is the
action of a chauvinist. We all have
ethnically diverse roots. We should
be proud of them.

In an age of globalisation and mass
immigration, nations will become
more, rather than less ethnically
diverse. This, too, should be viewed
positively. There are English people
today whose grandparents were all
born in Pakistan, or in Jamaica. They
are no less ‘English’ than English
people who claim ‘pure’ Anglo-Saxon

descent. Black or brown Englishmen
and women have as much right as
white Anglo-Saxon Englishmen to
lay claim to the heritage of English
or British historical figures: the
Celtic Boadicea; the Norman-French
William the Conqueror; the Dutch
William of Orange; the Irish Duke of
Wellington; the half-American Winston
Churchill. In the same way, Alexander
the Great is part of the heritage of

Greeks, Macedonians, Bulgarians
and Albanians alike, and of all those
nations which have arisen on the
territory that he once ruled. Alexander
the Great belongs to Iranians, Afghans
and Pakistanis, too.

Omadeon accuses me of opposing
reconciliation between Macedonia
and Greece, and of not being
even-handed in my treatment of
Macedonian and Greek nationalism.
I make no pretence at being even-
handed: | am on the side of the
victim (Macedonia) and against the
aggressor (Greece), and will always
encourage the national resistance of
a victim against an aggressor. Siding
with a victim against an aggressor is
the only honourable position to take:
it means siding with Cyprus against
Turkey in 1974; with Croatia against
Serbia in 1991; with Bosnia against
both Serbia and Croatia in 1992-
95; with Chechnya against Russia
in 1994 and 1999; and with Georgia
against Russia in 2008. There can be
no ‘even-handedness’ in treating an



aggressor and a victim, or in treating
their respective nationalisms. Greek
nationalism is threatening Macedonia.
Macedonian nationalism is not
threatening Greece. The two are not
equivalent.

As for the question of ‘reconciliation’,
this can only rightfully be based on
justice, not on the capitulation of the
weaker side to the stronger. The only
just compromise between Greece
and Macedonia would be along the
following lines:

1) The Macedonian nation and
language, and the Greek nation and
language, exist. Anyone who says
they do not is an anti-Macedonian or
anti-Greek chauvinist.

2) Macedonia and Greece both have
the right to call themselves what they
want, and to define their national
identities as they wish.

3) The people of the Republic of
Macedonia, Greek Macedonia and
Bulgarian Macedonia have an equal
right to call themselves ‘Macedonian’
and to lay claim to the heritage of
Ancient Macedonia and of Alexander
the Great, if that is what they wish.

4) Greeks and Macedonians alike are
descended from a mixture of ancient
Macedonians, Slavs and others. The
common ethnic heritage of the two
nations shouldbe stressed, notdenied,
by those seeking reconciliation.

5) The symbol at the start of this post
— the Star of Vergina — is dear to both
Greeks and Macedonians and belongs
to them both. Two nations that love
the same symbols and revere the
same ancient historical figures should
naturally be friends.

Anyone who calls themselves an ‘anti-
nationalist’, irrespective of whether
they are Greek or Macedonian, should
have no difficulty subscribing to these
principles.

The original of this article appears
at http://greatersurbiton.wordpress.
com/2009/08/29/macedonia-and-
greece-what-is-the-basis-for-a-
reconciliation

Marko Hoare. Photo sourced from the-macedonian-tendency.blogspot.com
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MHRMI and AMHRC condemn Albania’s state-
sponsored discrimination against Macedonians,
announce funding for Macedonian lanquage classes

Toronto, Canada and Melbourne, Australia (February 11, 2010)

Macedonian Human Rights Movement International
(MHRMI) and the Australian Macedonian Human Rights
Committee (AMHRC) condemn the Albanian government’s
involvement in preventing Macedonian language classes
from taking place in the Golo Brdo region.

The Director of the Educational Office in Bulgiz€, Miranda
Kurti, sent a letter to officials in Golo Brdo and the Albanian
Intelligence Service stating,

“We have contacted the local government and the
principals in charge of these schools concerning
the termination of these private courses. However
we have to inform you that in the village Trebi_te
in the Municipality Trebi_te and the village Pasinki
in the Municipality Ostreni, there are still operating
illegal private courses in Macedonian. Therefore
we ask for your cooperation and intervention in the
complete cessation of this activity...” (see full text
on the next page)

Some of the teachers have received death threats from
the Albanian authorities if they do not stop teaching
Macedonian.

According to Edmond Osmani, teacher and Vice President
of the Macedonian Alliance for European Integration,

“The Albanian principals and teachers beat
Macedonian students, lower their grades, and
mistreat their parents. Now the police have begun
issuing all kinds of threats. | personally have been
threatened that | would be physically eliminated.
We are under permanent pressure to stop the
teaching of Macedonian.”

We note that during the recent election campaign in
Albania, the coalition led by current Prime Minister, Sali
Berisha, had promised that Macedonian would be able to
be freely studied and taught in the Golo Brdo region.

Today, the Albanian Minister of Education, Prof. Dr.
Mygerem Tafaj, gave permission for the Macedonian
classes to be taught in Golo Brdo.

MHRMI, AMHRC and the Macedonian Alliance for
European Integration call on the international community,
and specifically the European Union, to hold Albania
accountable for its persecution of its Macedonian minority
and force Albania to uphold its obligations regarding
minority rights under international human rights law.

Further, MHRMI and AMHRC are pleased to announce
funding for the school operated by the Korca Regional
Committee of the Macedonian Alliance for European
Integration, and will expand our funding of Macedonian
language classes throughout Albania.

The meaning of the term “Skopian” or “Skopjan”
Could it be reqarded as an example of synecdoche?

Synecdoche can be used to refer to countries i.e. Skopje for
the Republic of Macedonia, Athens for Greece, Beijing for
China, Washington for the USA, etc. However “Skopian”,
“Skopian community” or “Skopian people/nation” etc, is
something very different. It is not commonly known that
the term “Skopian” was specifically designed by bigoted
elements for the purpose of denying the very existence of a
Macedonian ethnicity or nation.

The highly offensive meaning that the term “Skopian”
possesses at first sight then is revealed by its usage as a
replacement word for the ethno-specific identity marker
Macedonian and is of course derived from the name of the
capital of the Republic of Macedonia. However it needs here
to be emphasised that it has been infused by the users of the
term, with further derogatory meanings. These involve the
accusation that “Skopians”, i.e. Macedonians, are people



or a “race of Slavs” who are trying to deceive themselves
and others by adopting a fictitious ethno-specific identity,
i.e. Macedonian, and beings that are culturally or “racially”
inferior. It is used in ordinary communication, whether about
political or non-political matters. For example, it is often
used in conjunction with assertions that Macedonian culture
“is not a real culture”, that we are “not real Macedonians”, that
we are “plagiarists”, that we are “cultural thieves”, etc.

In order to demonstrate this argument, | shall cite expert
literature on the subject that explains how the term is used,
as well as quotations of its derogatory us. The latter are
easily accessible on the internet; one merely needs to put in
a search for the terms “Skopian” and “Skopian Gypsies”. |
note, the term “Gypsies” in general Australian English usage
carries at least a neutral, if not often romanticized connotation
of the Romani people. In Europe, and people of European
background, however, use the term as a derisive, pejorative
adjective. It is unlawful because it is a term of vilification.

| shall begin by citing the Greek anthropologist Anastasia
Karakasidou who in her study of cultural origins in the
geographic part of
Macedonia today
located  within  the
political borders of
Greece, found among
other things that - “In
1996, many Greeks
still refused to use the
word ‘Macedonia’ in
reference to the nation-
state on their northern
border. Instead, the
terms  ‘Skopia’ and
‘Skopians’, derived
from the name of that
country’s capital and
principal city, Skopje,
have been employed
in a demeaning and
derogatory manner to refer to the FYROM, its government,
and its population.” (Karakasidou, 1997:265)

FIELDS OF WHEAT,
HILLS OF BLOOD
—

I will next quote the American Professor of Anthropology
Loring M. Danforth, who based most of his study on the
Macedonian issue on fieldwork carried out in Australia. In
a section of his book entitled The Negation of Macedonian
Identity in Greek Nationalist Ideology and History (Danforth,
1995:30), Danforth explains that Greeks use the term
“Republic of Skopje” as a means of denying that it is in any
way Macedonian (Danforth, 1995:32). Those who claim to be
Macedonian, Danforth points out “... are generally referred
to by Greeks as ‘Skopians’, ‘so-called Macedonians’... ”
(Danforth, 1995:32). Danforth goes on to highlight that in
the early 1980s, a Minister of the Greek government visited
Australia:

“Papathemelis in a speech presented at a conference
in Melbourne in February 1988 referred to them
[Macedonians] as ‘a falsely named category of people
who constitute the so-called ethnicity of Macedonians
of the Skopian type.” (Danforth, 1995:33)

Thus “Skopians” are liars, are deceptive and have no right

to call themselves Macedonian etc. Therefore: “The Greek
position is that no such thing as a Macedonian nation exists.
... The Macedonian nation is described as a ‘false’ or ‘forged’
nation. It is an ‘artificial creation’, ‘fabrication’ or ‘invention’
of Tito, ... who in 1944 ‘baptized’ a ‘mosaic of nationalities’
(Albanians, Serbs, Turks, Vlachs, Greeks, and Gypsies) and
with no justification at all gave them the name ‘Macedonians’.

. In more extreme nationalist rhetoric, the Macedonian
nation is referred to as a ‘monstrosity’, ‘a malignant growth’
that Greece’s allies, the Serbs, should ‘remove’ from the
Balkan scene. According to Greek nationalists, because the
language spoken by the ancient Macedonians was Greek, the
non-Greek Slavic language spoken in ‘Skopje’ today cannot
be called ‘the Macedonian language’. It is generally referred
to in Greek sources as the ‘linguistic idiom of Skopje’. What is
more, MANY Greeks argue, this ‘linguistic idiom’ or ‘dialect’
is not really a language at all. ... The language used by the
Slavic speakers of Macedonia was an ‘idiomatic form of
Bulgarian ... with a very scanty vocabulary of no more than
one to one thousand five hundred words’ many of which
were CORRUPT borrowings from Greek, Turkish, Vlach, and
Albanian.” (Danforth, 1995:33)

The quotation in other words clearly demonstrates that the
use of the term “Skopian” carries with it notions of ethno-
cultural inferiority. “In the words of Nicholas Martis, a former
Conservative Minister of Northern Greece, the ‘linguistic
idiom of Skopje’ was ‘a spoken collection of words, without
syntax, without grammatical components, without spelling’.
As one Greek linguist put it, this language ‘is linked so closely
to both Bulgarian and Serbian that according to linguistic
principles it cannot constitute a language in its own right’.”
(Danforth, 1995:34).

Just how a language that possesses ‘no syntax’ can be
a language at all is not explained. Not only does the term
“Skopians” denote beings that are culturally inferior, but they
are “liars” and “thieves”. | again quote Danforth:

“From the Greek nationalist perspective, the use
of the name Macedonia by the ‘Slavs of Skopje’
constitutes a ‘felony’, an act of ‘plagiarism’
against the Greek people. By calling themselves
‘Macedonians’ these ‘Slavs of Skopje’ are ‘stealing’
or ‘hijacking’ a Greek name; they are ‘embezzling’
or ‘appropriating’ Greek culture and heritage; they
are ‘falsifying’ Greek history.” (Danforth, 1995:34)
“In response to the Greek nationalist argument that
there is no Macedonian nation, language, or minority,
and that ‘Slavs’ or ‘Skopians’ have no right to the
Macedonian name, Macedonians accuse Greeks of
trying to negate Macedonian identity by monopolizing
the name ‘Macedonia’ and by misappropriating it to
mean ‘Greek’. They reject the idea that Greeks hold
a copyright on the name Macedonia.” (Danforth,
1995:47)

Danforth concludes his book by explaining that ethnic identity
is created and constructed through social interaction and that
therefore it is useless to refer to blood to try to resolve such
disputes — identity is a matter of choice. (Danforth, 1995:231)
An attempt to interfere with such self-ascription will be
considered highly demeaning. | quote parts of Danforth’s
conclusion:
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“From the Greek nationalist perspective of the author
of this letter, ‘Petros Sahinis’ is really a Greek who has
illegitimately adopted the Slavic name ‘Pete Filipov’.
In the same way, he argues, ‘the Skopians’ are really
Slavs who are attempting to appropriate illegitimately
the Greek name ‘Macedonians’. While Pete Filipov
may have succeeded, the Macedonians, he insists,
will fail. ... At a collective level the governments of
Canada and Australia with their explicitly multicultural
policies accept the principle of self-ascription and
have recognized the existence of Macedonians as
an ethnic group. Macedonian diaspora communities
in these and other countries, therefore, are generally
known as Macedonian communities...

International organizations like the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe, which accept
the principle of self-ascription, have...recognized the
existence of a Macedonian minority in Greece. ...
For in the last analysis it is only with tolerance and
a respect for the self-ascribed nature of ethnic and
national identities that we can avoid the destructive
tendency inherent in all nationalist ideologies to
impose definitions of national identity from above,
from the outside, definitions that all too often conflict
with those arrived at through a process of self-
ascription. Local Macedonians live in many different
places —the Republic of Macedonia, Bulgaria, Greece,
Canada, and Australia. They define themselves
in many different ways... ‘Skopians’, however, are
not terms of self-ascription...Similarly people from
Florina who identify themselves as Macedonians are
not ‘Skopians’; they are Macedonians.

It is also preferable to a solution that, in what could be called a
kind of symbolic ethnic cleansing, simply denies the existence
of a Macedonian nation and a Macedonian minority in Greece.
For that solution is an expression of the same kind of ethnic
nationalism that in times of economic chaos and political
collapse can all too easily lead to a literal, not just a symbolic,
form of ethnic cleansing, the kind of ethnic cleansing we have
recently witnessed to our horror, in the former Yugoslavia and
other parts of the world as well.” (Danforth, 1995:248-251)

Australian author John Shea in his study on Macedonia
and Greece, states the
following about the term
“Skopian”:

“Although this
argument was not
vigorously promoted
by the Greek
governmenttillabout
1988, when the
province of Northern
Greecewasrenamed
Macedonia, the
Greek nationalist
perspective now
says that the use of
the name Macedonia
by the “Skopians”
is like an act of
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plagiarism against the Greek people. Some Greeks
actually accuse the Macedonians of falsifying Greek
history” (Shea, 1994:156)

“The official Greek position is that there is no
Macedonian language and never has been. The
Greeks claim that the Macedonian language was
invented in 1944 at the same time as the nationality
“Macedonian” was created by Tito. They take the
view that because the language spoken by the
ancient Macedonians was Greek, the Slavic language
spoken by the “Skopians” cannot be called “the
Macedonian language.” Official Greek writings refer
to Macedonian as “the linguistic idiom of Skopje”
and describe it as a corrupt and impoverished dialect
of Bulgarian.” (Shea, 1994:192)

Furthermore, Panayote Elias Dimitras, an ethnic Greek from
the Greek Branch of Helsinki Monitor (the leading European
organisation on issues of minority rights, racism, etc.) and
Minority Rights Group - Greece writes:

“Likewise Serbs, Bulgarians and Greeks have never
come to terms with the presence of culturally
distinct Macedonians...the Macedonians have been
consideredas ‘Southern Serbs’ by the Serbs, ‘Western
Bulgarians’ by the Bulgarians, and ‘Slavophone
Greeks’ by the Greeks (Raufer & Haut, 1992:11),
who have regularly demeaningly called in the 1990’s
the Republic of Macedonia ‘Skopjan statelet’ and
its inhabitants ‘Gypsy-Skopjans’, ‘Balkan Gypsies’,
‘Skopjan Vlachs’ (Elefantis, 1992:39).” (Dimitras,
2000:51)

In another piece, Dimitras comments on the Greek media’s
reporting of Macedonians during the early 1990’s, citing
various examples of highly offensive and contemptuous
terminology used by journalists. Below is an excerpt from
that article:

“The nearly hysteric crowds at the rallies were
displaying not a mere opposition to the choice
of a name but a profound hatred against ethnic
Macedonians. This was inevitable when the
mainstream Greek media had been using systematic
hate speech against Macedonians, or more
precisely “Skopjans.” Greek media referred to
Macedonians as “a non-viable sorrowful mix of fluid
consciousness,”... "bare-footed,” “professionals of
servitude,” “barbarian embezzlers of blood-stained
territories of Greece,” “Slav Gypsies,” “a people of
criminals,” “thieves,” “hungry,” “wretched, ragged,
desperate.” (Dimitras, p.1)

”

The award-winning Greek journalist and writer, Takis Michas
reiterated the above when he noted that:

“...the overwhelming majority of the Greek media
and political class continue using the demeaning
term “Skopje” for Macedonia, “Skopians” for its
inhabitants...”

Mariana Lenkova in a report also published by Greek Helsinki
Monitor, entitled “Media Monitoring in Greece” wrote the
following:

“.. [the concert constituted] a concrete



disapprobation of all the nationalistic hysteria which
had led to the embargoes, the humiliating statements
about ‘Skopian gypsies’ and to the development of
enmity and hatred towards a neighboring people...”
(Lenkova, 1997:2)

In another example, Greek author George Nakratzas of the
University of Thessaloniki was so dissatisfied at the demeaning
nature of references towards ethnic Macedonians that he
wrote a book about it. | quote a highly relevant paragraph
located in the preface of the book:

“As the overtones of the modern Greek nationalist
mythology came into focus, culminating in such
nationalist clichés as the assertion that ‘the Greek
nation has no kin’, that the ‘Skopjans’ are ‘Gypsies’,
or that the (Former Yugoslav) Republic of Macedonia
is an ‘ethnic hotchpotch’, | was taken aback, and
eventually got down to writing this...” (Nakratzas,
1997:11)

Another leading Greek intellectual, Nikos Dimos expressed
similar views in an essay entitled “The Apology of an Anti-
Hellene”:

“Yet even today our intellectuals call the Greeks “the
aristocracy of nations.” Even today many (most)
Greeks believe in their hearts that we are a chosen
people. This is why we’re always complaining about
the way we’re treated. Like spoiled children, we
demand of everyone their unconditional support-
even when we’re wrong. And we insist on believing
that we’re always being cheated, ignoring the fact
that we happen to be the only country in the region
to have doubled its size in the last 150 years. We've
woven endless conspiracy theories so as to absolve
ourselves of responsibility, and to cast blame on
others instead. Our belief in our superiority shows
up clearly in our racist attitudes. What Greek doesn’t
consider himself better than the Turk, the Albanian,
or the “Gypsy-Skopjan?” (Dimou, 1997:5)

Moreover, Vinozhito/Rainbow, an ethnic Macedonian
1LLIERERY ™ political party in Greece

A il has  explained  that

- “Skopian” “is a vulgar

BPenp 15 rTﬁ Greek reference  for
w-ﬁ: Macedonian. Its use

; B 5 has been encouraged
i +H" o by authorities including
Graffiti found in Greece which read government ministers

“Death to the Skopian Gypsies”. and the clergy.”

The term “Skopian”, seems to have been used for the
purpose of totally denying the existence of a Macedonian
ethnicity and or nationality as early as the 1960’s. It appears
then that the term was first developed by some Greek
academics. To cite one example | shall quote from the book
The Federative Republic of Skopje and its Language, 1966,
which was authored by Nicholas P. Andriotis and states the
following: “The Slavs have no right to the name “Macedonian”
which belongs to the Greeks; “Macedonia” is exchanged by
“Republic of Skopje”.” More recently, another example of
the highly derogatory manner in which the term “Skopian” is
used can be found in a letter to the editor of the “Balkanfolk

2002” website. On this occasion, Mavros Kleitos objects to
the use of the term Macedonian and writes: “Can you take
more care with your terminology on your web site, as it is
incorrect. The correct term for the people in the group you
mention is Skopjan Slav. Today’s so-called Macedonians
are not Macedonians. The only people that can lay claim to
“Macedonia” are the Ancient Greeks. Today’s Skopjan Slavs
are cultural thieves.”

More typical and everyday examples of the use of the term
“Skopian” can also be found on Internet discussion sites
such as “Macedonia is Greece” created at Network 54
(http://www.network54.com). Some of the vulgar and racist
messages posted on this site include:

“...dirty skopians” (14/6/02, 7:09am)

“The Skopjans are clear gypsies” (24/9/02, 1:45am)

“Many pages of Gypsy Skopjans are found all over the web”
(24/9/02, 1:45am)

“Skopjans are 100% Gypsies from Egypt” (24/9/02, 2:13am)
“The Skopjans must decide wh[a]t they are, Bulgarians or
Gypsies? (24/9/02, 8:46am)

“You are Skopjan Gypsies not [M]acedonians” (7/10/02,
9:32am)

No doubt the above remarks would be found to also be
offensive, by Romani people.

In a publication entitled “The Macedonian Affair: a historical
review of the attempts to create a counterfeit nation”, the
Institute of International and Strategic Studies in Athens
demeaningly used terms such as:

“Skopje Republic” (p.3), “Skopje’s Theoretical
Sleight of Hand” (p.11), “[tlhe groundlessness
of Skopje’s contentions concerning the alleged
existence of a nation of Macedonians” (p.12), “[tlhe
Pseudo-Macedonian Church of Skopje” (p.21), “Slav
(Bulgarian) dialect which Skopje persists in calling
the ‘Macedonian language’...” (p.23). (Institute
of International and Strategic Studies in Athens,
1995). Other examples of derogatory use of the
term “Skopian” by Greek academics include “[t]he
Skopian idiom is not a language” (Philippides) and
“the Skopian pseudo state” (Papathanasis).

Clearly, the term “Skopian” is a pejorative one and doubtless
parallels can be drawn with terms like “nigger” and “boonger”.
It most definitely cannot be regarded as an example of
synecdoche.

George Vlahov
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