Malefevo is a refativiehy small, hilly region
that lies in the eastern part of the Republic
of Macedonia along the border with
Bulgaria. It occuples the southern area of
the sources of the river Bregalnica, where
some 15 villages are concentrated around
Berovo as administrative centrum. The
whole district may have received its name
by the mountain Maled, a large mountain
chain that also includes the hilly region of
Orgralden and Plalkovica mountain as
their branches. Judging by its location and
peographical descnption made by the
ancient writers, we may conclude that in
the district of Maleievo lived the Paeonian
tribe Maed| in Maedica;, as their home
country.

Pehleva 5 a small town in Maleleva,
located seven kilometers north of Berovo.
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During the Turkish rule of Macedonia
Pehievo was an important place since it
came n use as administrative seat for the
whole region of Maleievo, Of importance
is to note that during antiquity through
Pehfevo passed 8 major road leading to
Strymon. Around Pehfevo there are
several archasological places among
which, the site called Gradite is of
particular importance,

Gradite is an archaeological site from the
Roman time that lies about 7 kilometers
east of Pehdevo, located on the right side of
the river Bregalnica, on an hilly place with a
rich source of water. Available facts
indicate that on the site of Gradiite existed
Alexandopolis in Maedica, L.e. Jamphorina
that was the capital and main fortress of
Maedica.

Siropasonians were probably the biggest
tribe In Paeonia and the city of Sirts appears
to have been their chief town.

Herodotus informs us about the event
whan Megabarus was ghven a mission to
conguer Thrace in 509 BC and 1o remove
| the Paeonians to Asia as punishment
because they did not want to subsmit to the
Persians. Pasonia at the time when Philip I
conguered the country occupied the whole
territory on the left bank of Vardar river,
= from Strumica in: south to Veles in north,

| bordering the river Péinja and Osogovo
mount in easth. There is indication that
= Siris existed at the village SirGijevo on EXevo
2l Pole, near Stp.

— the capital of Paeonia
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Available facts indicate that the
city of Alexandropolis In Maedica,
founded by Alexander the Great in
340 BC existed on a site called
Gradiste near the wvillage of
Pehfevo, in the Republic of
Macedonia.

Plutarch tells us that “while Philip
was making an expedition agalnst
Byzantium, Alexander, though
onlky sixteen years of age, was left
behind as regent in Macedonia
and keeper of the royal seal, and
during this time he subdued the
rebellious Maedi, and after taking
their city, drove out the
Barbarians, settled there a mived
population, and named the city
Alexandropolis”,

Maedi were a Pasonian tribe that
lived in Maedica, a country that
oocupied the whole region of Malelevo as their core land. As we are Informed,
Jamphorina was their capital and main fortress.

During the rule of Macedonia by Philip V and the time when the king was engaged in war
activities on all sites in his kingdom he decided to intervene in Maedica, This nation, said
by Livy (59 BC-AD 17), had been accustomed to make incursions into Macedonia when
they perceived the king engaged In a foreign war, and the kingdom left unprotected.
Accordingly, he began to devastate the lands in the nelghbourhood of Phragandae, and
to lay siege to the city Jamphorina, the capital and chief fortress of Maedica. In that way
Philip V gained posseszion of Jamphorina by surrender, and had succesded in other
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of Zeus

Herodotus tells us that when Xemnes
departed from Tessaly to Hellespont in 479
BC, some soldiers that were sick he left
them behind, charging the cities whither
he came In his march to care for them and
nursing them, some in Thessaly and some
in Siris of Paeonia and in Macedonia.
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In Sirts he had left the sacred charlot of

Bl

Zeus when he was marching to Hellas, but E respects.
fn his return he received it not again, for g Of value to note is that besides the two cities in Maedica are menticned three additional
the Paeonians had given it to the = locations by name, namely Petra, Inna and Deswdaba,
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Petra is a fortress belonging to Maedica and when Philip V undertook an expedition
against the Maedi, he traversed their country in his journey to explore mount Haemus
and on his return took it

Inna is said to be a fountain situated between the country of Maedi and Pasonia, where
Midas caught Silenius.

Desudaba is a place somewhere in Maedica where a large host of Gallic mercenaries
were statfoned during the Macedonian war with Rome, summoned by Perseus, the last
king of Macedonia
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Thracians, and when Xerxes demanded it
back they sald that the horses had been
carried of from pasture by the Thracians of
thie hills who dwelt about the headwaters
of the Strymon.
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Paeonian tribes and historical events Toponyms in Republic of Macedonia

Among the Paeonian tribes are accounted Pasonians, Agrianians, Graaeans, Laeaeans,
Denthaletica and Maedi. Our knowledge about the individual Pasonian tribes and the
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Great, was given a mission to conquer Thrace in 509 BC and to remove the Paeonians detur. *
from thelr country. When the Paeonians heard that the Persians were marching against
them, they gathered themselves together, and marched down to the sea-coast of the
Lake Cercinitis, since they thought the Persians would endeavour to enter their country
on that side, from the Strymon River arcund Blagoevgrad in direction to Delcevo and
Vinica. Here then they stood in readiness to oppose the army of Megabazuis. But the
Persians, who knew that they had collected, and were gone to keep guard at the pass
near the sea, got guides, and taking the inland route before the Paeonians were aware,
poured down upon their cities, from which the men had all marched out; and finding
thiem empty, easily got possession of them. Then the men, whan they heard that all their
towns were taken, scattered this way and that to their homes, and gave themselves up to
the Persians. And so these tribes of the Paeonlans, to wit, the Siropaeonians, the
Paeoplians and all the others as far as Lake Prasias, were tomn from their seats and led
away into Asia, But those near the Mount Pangaeum and the country of the Doberes and
the Agrianians, and the Odomantians, and the Prasiad lake itself were never subdoed at
all by Megabazus.
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Sitalces passes Cercine Mount C | oo bonebiarioniia
Thucydites tells us that Sitalces, King of Thrace, collected a mighty host for war against |53 e A Th : iy R Hered
- DY UM raciz monsin Pxoniareg. .
Perdiccas, the king of Macedonia. Among all of his Thracian subjects Sitalces also called i = “DYSOR : o e b o I?g_ D
out the Agrianians, the Lasasans; and the other Pasonian nations who were his subjects. = iy |2 Drbelia - Osogovija
These tribes were the last within his empire; they extended as far as the Grasean |5 - ORBELIA, repi ﬂ;ﬁhﬂﬂ ab Ordelo monte, qui eam 4
Paepnians and the river Strymon, which rises in Mount Scombrus and flows through the z : ; i3 diﬂmil: cum Mﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂim in limite Thﬂl‘.‘il,
country of the Graaeans and Laeaeans; there his dominion ended and the independent |35 R it'ﬂig l*r to. M C‘*"Pﬂﬁﬂ" tefte Lakid. '
Paeonians began. When he had collected his army and his preparations were complete '—- E a0 L L &
he marched into Macedonia, passing first of all through his own territory, and then : Prasias lake —valley of river Kriva Lakavica
through Cercine, a desert mountain which lies between the Sinti and the Paeonians, Ashe (53 B e R LT s T
left the Odrysian territory in going through the mountain he had on the right hand the [E3 B B o 2
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In antiquity Cercinitis Lake occupled the plain of Kofanska Kotlina, the Valley of Kofani, in g
the foot of Platkovica Planina, i.e, Cercine Mountain, as a part of the river Bregalnica from
Koanl to Stip, Cercinitts lake was probably drained about 2000 year ago by the Romans at g
the time when they practiced the methed to recover new arable land for growing grain,
Arrian in his Anabasis of Alexander tells us that when Alexander started his expedition to
Granicus in 334 BC he marched alongside the Lake Cercinitis in direction of Amphipolis and
to outlets of the river Strymon. The reason of that must have been the need to assemble
his troops in Pasonia, contributed by lllyrians, Paeonians, Agrians and Thracians, and
%

necessity to cross the river Strymon about its sources at Blagoevgrad,
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The ciip citations: Lexicon Universale by Johonn Jacob Hofmann, printed 1658

View of the drainage of Cercinitis Lake at the village of Noveo Selo, south of Stip
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